





A special loved one 

deserves the finest — a de luxe 
gift edition bound in beauti- 
ful, long-wearing Sealskin. 
Half circuit, leather lined, 
gold roll, gold edges. Con- 
cordance edition. Large Size, 
Ye" thick $27.50 








The young adult 

you’re proud of would be 
happy to own this Large Size 
Concordance edition. Hand 
grained Morocco, half circuit, 
leather lined, gold edges, 7%” 
thick. Blue, brown, green, ma- 
roon, or red. $20.50 
Also available in black, $20.00 





A person who travels 


would appreciate a complete 
Scofield Bible small enough 
for the pocket or purse. 
Morocco, half circuit, leather 
lined, gold edges (no maps). 
Only 3% x 5%6 x %”. $13.00 
Blue or red $13.50 















A minister you know 
needs this Looseleaf edition. 
Levant grain Morocco, divin- 
ity circuit, leather lined. Spe- 
cial Oxford India Paper edi- 
tion: 6% x9x 1%”. With 75 
sheets of ruled bond note- 
payer. $35.00 
Notepaper refills $2.00 
















Any Bible student 
would be delighted with this 
Handy Size Concordance edi- 
tion. French Morocco, limp, 
leather lined, gold roll, %” 
thick, $15.00. This style is 
also available in the Large 
Size: 178x, %” thick, $17.50 


Prablishers of 
the Authorized 
King James Bible 
since 1675 








of these 


Scofield 


REFERENCE 
BIBLES 


will you give this 
Christmas? 


BROS 


THE SCOFIELD 
REFERENCE BIBLE 


contains the exclusive Scofield 
system of connected topical ref- 
erences to all the greater themes 
of Scripture, with annotations, 
revised marginal renderings, 
helps at difficult places, and ex- 
planations of seeming discrep- 
ancies — with all helps on the 
same page as the text to which 
they refer. 


Concordance editions contain a 
Concordance, Dictionary of 
Scripture Proper Names, and 
Subject Index. 


Handy Size editions measure 
4% x 746". 


Large Size editions measure 
5% x8%". 


Numbers ending in x are printed 
on Ultrathin Oxford India Paper. 
Unless otherwise noted, all Sco- 
field Reference Bibles contain 
colored maps with an indexed 
atlas, and have round corners 
and red under gold edges. 

























Your Sunday School 
or Church library could use 
several of these durable study 
editions. Buckram bound, 
square corners, red edges, with 
the illustrated Oxford Cyclo- 
pedic Concordance. Large 
Size, 14%” thick. $6.50 
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phshss: Here is the easiest, most thoughtful and most loving 
ascoll way to give a gift this Christmas. Give ETERNITY! 
It’s sole purpose is to help Christians grow spirit- 
























ually, adding discernment to knowledge and creat- 
ing a greater love for God’s Word. 


Give A Subscription to eternity 


On the reverse side of this page are coupons. Start 
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at the top and clip as many as you need. Send 
ETERNITY to your pastor, to Sunday School teach- 
ers, to missionaries, to your friends and loved 
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ones. And include your own renewal at the special 
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A Gift that Casts all year! 
Sometimes | hear Christions deplore the commer- iM : 
\ cialization of Christmas and | cannot help but smile. | , etl ; 
After all, the day is what we make it. We can be-’. ' 
come part of making it: commercial or we can help 
moke it spiritual. It's our actions—not our talk—that 
counts. 
1 Whether you are thinking of a gift for°a member of 
| y the family, friends, Sunday School worker, employees" |-- 
sh, or employer, why not; consider giving ETERNITY? 
(Such a gift will put your giving on a spiritual basis 
snot only at Christmas but every month of the year 
i to come. 
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Yours faithfully, 
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This specially de- 
signed card with 
-" your name hand-signed 

will be sent to all who 

receive a gift subscription to 
- ETERNITY from you. 


NOTE: If recipient is already 

a subscriber we will extend 
that subscription to run an 
extra year and so notify the 
person in your name. 


December 1954 ’ 1 











ETERNITY 


1716 Street 
Phi phia 3, Penna. 
Enclosed find $.............. for the Christmas gift 


subscriptions listed below. Please sign my name 
to the Christmas card as | have indicated for 
each one. Add fifty cents for each foreign 








subscription 
NAME .......... 
(please print) 
ADDRESS 
a pM ration Prove ZONE........STATE............... 


























D Ba............ BIN as. ansnsqcsnsnsecesasvonsscaee 

















D DOME........:... PI ansiccsncstcsesoccnmsonesenss 


4. SUBSCRIPTION FOR $2.50 














5. SUBSCRIPTION FOR $2.50 





Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 





Dear Reader: 


The U. S. Government is interested in encouraging gifts to religious 
and charitable work. Our government recognizes the spiritual and moral value 
of work done in these fields and has recently increased the deductible limit 
for gifts to such work from 20% to 30%. We recognize that many Christians 
may be unable to give so generously but those who can will be glad for this 
opportunity of receiving tax credit for their giving to the cause of Christ. 


We know that some Christians earmark a portion of their income for the 
work of Christ but delay in writing the check or making a gift of securities 
that will put the money to work. If you are one of these, please don’t forget 
that December 31st will soon be here. And as we celebrate the birth of our 
Lord Jesus on earth—as God makes it possible for us—each one will want to 
bring Him gifts as did the Wise Men of old. 


There are many ways to give, too. By check, by pledge, by will, by annuity, 
by transfer of securities . . . If you are fortunate enough to have securities 
which have gone up in market value, you can get tax allowance for the 
current market value without having to declare the gain! The Revenue De- 
partment has made this provision and it is only a part of good stewardship 
to take advantage of the opportunity. 


But regardless of what form of giving may suit your situation, The 
Evangelical Foundation, Inc., is an approved non-profit organization for 
income tax purposes. And, whether the gift is to be used entirely in support 
of our ministries or is to be divided with some other evangelical Christian 
cause, we shall be very happy to act for you in administering your gift in 
strict accordance with your wishes. 


Gifts for The Evangelical Foundation can be applied to any, or divided 
among all, of the divisions of our work. The ministries carried on through 
the Foundation are: 


ETERNITY—magazine of Christian truth. 


ETERNITY Gift Fund—to supply missionaries and 
others with introductory subscriptions to ETER- 
NITY free of charge. 


The Bible Study Hour—radio broadcast supported 
by interested listeners. 

Films and Recording Division—presenting the min- 
istry through rentals of films and recordings. 
In addition, we hope soon to be able to announce 
the beginning of a new and extremely important 

division of the work—television. 


I can truthfully say that the need is real in each department at this time, 
while the opportunities and blessings from the Lord have never been more 
obvious. ‘ 


We of The Evangelical Foundation want to take this opportunity to 
express to all of our friends the greetings of the season and the wish that the 
year ahead, under God, may be one of real joy in walking day by day in His 
presence. We have appreciated the faithfulness of all who have made the 
work possible. Thank you in the name of our Lord whose coming caused 
great joy in Heaven and on earth. May His joy and His peace be yours this 
Christmastide. 
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Heartache at Christmas 


HE touch of Christmas 

was in the air, but on the 
outskirts of a German city, 
we found a bleak and deso- 
late site, barren of any evi- 
dence that it was Christmas 
day. It was heartache at 
Christmas for the refugees 
who crowded the box-like 
wooden structures which 
stood, row after row, with 
windows that looked out 
upon an unjust world with 
a blank stare. It was a typical 
refugee camp, the only home 
for tens of thousands of 
lonely, neglected and forgot- 
ten people; and somehow, 
especially at Christmas, it 
seems more lonely in these 
camps, for the refugees feel 
that they are forgotten as the 
rest of the world is joyful. 

Across the face of Europe 
thousands of refugee chil- 
dren have never experienced 
the joys of Christmas day. 
Each year at this time, we, 
the European Evangelistic 
Crusade, receive urgent ap- 
peals on behalf of these chil- 
dren, and we are doing our 
utmost to help feed and 





to the despairing through the 
message of the Saviour’s 
love. The task is not an easy 
one and many times we 
would be discouraged if we 
did not have faith in God 
and in the people of God. 
We cannot ignore their pa- 
thetic cries, and we know 
that our God is able to sup- 
ply the physical and spiritual 
needs of these children living 
in such unhappy circum- 
stances. 

It has always been our 
belief that together with 
our soul-saving ministry we 
should also administer phy- 
sical relief for the calle 
of the body where needed. 
We need your help in mak- 
ing this ministry possible. 
Christmas 1954 will soon be 
upon us, but what will 
Christmas mean to these 
neglected refugees of Eu- 
rope? Did not Christ die also 
for them? Are they to be 
denied the spiritual pe gd 
sical blessings that God in- 
tended for His creatures? 
May God challenge you with 
this opportunity to bring 





clothe these children, to The eyes of Europe’s neglected children and Christmas joy and future 
bring them joys that they refugees appealingly look to us this Christmas happiness to these people 
have never known, and to _ for help. We must not fail them. We need your _—- who, frustrated and lonely, 


win them for Christ. help. 


One refugee mother wrote us, “It was heaven in our 
home when your parcel arrived. I am at a loss how to 
express my gratitude for the lovely Christmas parcel 
you sent me. As I went through the things in your 
parcel, my 7 year old son could not restrain his joy as 
he said, ‘Look Mother! Jesus knew exactly what I 
needed and He sent just the right size of clothing for 
me!’ Eternity alone will reveal what your love has 
meant to me. Our hands were feeble and our knees 
trembled, but you strengthened them. Your comfort to 
us was as the presence of Jesus in our humble 
dwelling.” 

A refugee father wrote us from Austria, “For 14 
years I waited to see my wife smile again, and you 
made this possible. My wife had been ill for a number 
of years and was confined to bed. She had lost all joy 
in living, but when your Christmas parcel of food 
arrived, there was rejoicing in our home. My little 
daughter and my wife held each other in their arms 
and unashamedly tears of thankfulness flowed down 
their faces. Please accept our thanks for showing us 
the helping hand of God.” 

The European Evangelistic Crusade seeks to bring 
physical relief and help wherever it can to such needy 
families; but above all, it brings hope and salvation 
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facing a bleak future, will 
find the love of Christ through your kindness toward 
them. We must do something NOW to give them hope 
through the message of Christ’s love, together with im- 
mediate physical and spiritual help. 


Please address all gifts and correspondence for this 
purpose to: 


! 
SAVE EUROPE’s REFUGEES \ 
Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. 1 
Director for North America | 
EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. i 
Member Mission 1.F.M.A. I 
811 Westview Street, Philadelphia 19, Pa. 1 
| 
| 
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I 
| 
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| Dear Sir: With a glad and willing heart I enclose 
Je Rae to help meet the urgent need of Europe's 
! refugees, assuring you of my prayers in this project of 
| mercy. 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
J 
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FORMER STUDENT ON HROMADKA 
While a student at Princeton Seminary, 
I was privileged to come to know Dr. 
Hromadka rather intimately. From this 
personal knowledge, several incidents may 
be of interest. 
1—INSPIRATION OF SCRIPTURE 
During a visit with Dr. Hromadka in 
his home, I pressed him concerning his 
views on the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, particularly with regard to ver- 
bal inspiration. He replied, “The 
problems associated with inspiration 
are so complex that I am not able 
to word my convictions. However, I 
do not see how ideas can be inspired 
unless the words are inspired as welll! 
(Italics mine.) 
2—Tue Derry oF Curist 
I am a graduate of Moody Bible In- 
stitute, Wooster College, and Prince- 
ton Seminary. In addition, I have at- 
tended Bible conferences over much 
of the country for many years. Never 
has any teacher approached the meti- 
culousness with which Dr. Hromadka 
explained, defended, and applied, even 
the minutia of the doctrine of the 
deity of Christ. In a course on History 
of Doctrine, he spent so much time 
explaining the importance of even 
relatively minor decisions of the early 
church councils in regard to the deity 
of Christ that our study never pro- 
gressed beyond them! 
3—EVANGELICAL WITNESS 
Dr. Hromadka’s evangelical warmth 
was apparent in every class. A fellow 
student was attending the seminary, 
as he said, “to do good for humanity.” 
Through the teaching of Dr. Hrom- 
adka this young man, and subsequently 
his wife, were introduced to Christ as 
Saviour and Lord. Today he is pastor- 
ing one of the large churches in the 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. and is one 
of our most promising young leaders. 
4—SPIRITUALITY 
I have been privileged to meet a few 
men in whose presence one could sense 
the Spirit of God. Perhaps in no one 
else have I ever been so consciously 
aware of the presence of God’s Spirit 
as in Dr. Hromadka. He is a man of 
deep humility and great spiritual 
depth. 
5—ATTITUDE TOWARD COMMUNISM 
I felt that Dr. Hromadka’s attitudes on 
social-political-economic affairs were 
odd in places; but never would I call 
him a Communist. Quite on the con- 
trary. Dr. Hromadka felt that Eu- 
ropean capitalism is feudalistic and 
dying (which it is) and that Commun- 
ism would supplant it (which it well 
might). It was his conviction that the 
Christian must be a Christian under 
any system; and that the Christian is 
under divine obligation to bear witness 
to the Christ, and to ameliorate the 
tyranny and abuse of the system. Said 
Dr. Hromadka, “I will go back to 
Czechoslovakia to bear witness for my 


Lord; it would not surprise me that 
for this I will have to lay down my 
life.” 

(Rev.) Norman A. Krebbs 


ETERNITY HAS HELPED HIM 

It is my pleasure to have been intro- 
duced to this Christian magazine. It, 
indeed, is the finest I have ever seen and 
I have grown spiritually as the result of 
having read it. Your current series on the 
various cults is a MUST and is long over- 
due. 

G. V. Dillard 

Tampa, Fila. 





*FAMILY NEEDS* 





Maria Bolet, missionary to Tangier, 
writes: “We are in need of Bible study 
books, both English and Spanish and a 
Bible atlas. The ‘Christian Worker’s Com- 
mentary’ by James M. Gray and Chafer’s 
‘Systematic Theology’ are two works which 
I would love to have, as well as the studies 
of different books of the Bible by William 
R. Newell and others. We are in great 
need of the Spanish Bible dictionary 
which is published by the American Tract 


Society. The same organization publishes 
‘El Nuevo Himnario Evangelico.’ If you 
could get a few of these hymnbooks for 
use in our Bible School, we would be de- 
lighted!” 

Readers may send the volumes to Miss 
Maria Bolet, Dradeb 17, Marshan, Tangier, 
or to The Editorial Department, ETER- 
NITY, 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, 
Pa. 


Dr. Leland Wang, noted Chinese Bible 
teacher and president of the Chinese For- 
eign Missionary Union, recently visited the 
offices of ETernity and the Evangelical 
Foundation. Among other things he told 
the staff was the opportunity he has had to 
preach the gospel in the Mandarin dialect 
over Radio Station DZAS, operated by the 
Far East Broadcasting Company in Manila. 


Already 77 tapes have been made for this 
venture which permits the gospel to reach 
far into the interior of Red China. Dr. 
Wang has promised DZAS to make another 
100 tapes, but he is in desperate need of 
a portable Ampex 600 tape recorder for this 
purpose. Including related equipment this 
will amount to about $700, Dr. Wang esti- 
mates. This does not include the 100 tapes, 
of course. 

Dr. Wang is sailing for England Decem- 
ber 15 on the Queen Elizabeth on the first 
lap of the long trip to Java where his mis- 
sion headquarters is located. It is his hope 
and prayer that he'll be able to take the 
tape recorder with him when he sails. 
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Le year should be made now! 


If you are a parent and hope to send your boy to a good boarding 
school next year, now is the time to make your plans. 

Almost all good schools are crowded these days. Competition for 
entrance is very keen. If: your idea of a school is one that integrates 
evangelical Christianity with sound college preparation, wholesome 
living, and a full athletic program, Stony Brook School may be the 


On Stony Brook’s seventy-acre campus boys get all the benefits of 
life in a fine boarding school. And, of course, the School is internationally 
known for its work in Christian education. 


For a catalog or further information address the Registrar 
FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, Litt. D., D.D., Headmaster 


STONY BROOK SCHOOL 


Stony Brook © Long Island © New York 
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NOW AND LATER 


This month’s cover is a reproduction 
of a page from a missal used in South 
Germany during the Fifteenth Century. 





It is now in the John Frederick Lewis 
Collection of Medieval Manuscripts 
owned by the Free Library of Philadel- 
phia. It has been reproduced by per- 
mission of the Library. 

(See page 7 for additional details 
about this ancient parchment document.) 
* * * 

The lead article in this big December 
issue deals, appropriately enough, with 
the Virgin Birth of Christ. It is the 
work of Dr. S. Lewis Johnson, a mem- 
ber of the faculty of Dallas Theological 
Seminary and a writer we hope to hear 
from frequently. 

* * * 

Starting in this issue is a new series 
of articles by Dr. E. M. Blaiklock, profes- 
sor of Classics at Auckland University, 
New Zealand, on the general theme, 


(Continued on page 54) 


THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 








Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 
Dec. 5, 12, 19, 26, Tenth Presb i 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; 6, 
13, 20, 27, New York Bible Class, 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, New 
York, N. Y.; Nov. 30-Dec. 3, Grace 
Presbyterian Church, Montclair, N. 
J.; Dec. 7-10, First Baptist Church, 
New Castle, Pa.; Dec. 14-17, Goodwyn 
Institute, Memphis, Tenn. 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, Portable Church Services, and Evangelical Films to His everlasting glory. 
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By S. Lewis Johnson, Jr. 


Professor of New Testament Literature and Exegesis, Dallas Theological Seminary 


of the virgin birth of Christ. For example, Dr. Harry 

Emerson Fosdick has written, “Of course I do not 
believe in the virgin birth. . . . I do not know any intelli- 
gent Christian minister who does.” And Dr. John W. 
* Bowman in The Intention of Jesus has this to say regard- 
ing the virgin birth, “It was the Church that added these 
mundane traditions to its Gospels.” 


Test of Orthodoxy 


Actually the virgin birth is a good test of orthodoxy 
today. In many ways I believe it to be a better test than 
the usual tests conservatives apply. For example, it is 
more revealing to ask a liberal theologian his views con- 
cerning the virgin birth than to ask the question, “Do 
you believe in the deity of Christ?” Often the liberal will 
say “yes” to that question. But when he says “yes,” he 
does not mean that he accepts the deity of Christ as con- 
servative believers do, as the Bible teaches it. The termi- 
nology may be the same, but the meaning attached to it 
is quite different. The deity of Christ to him means some- 
thing less than equality with the Father. It is often little 
more than that which believers in Him have. It is, there- 
fore, not enough to ask the liberal if he believes in the 
deity of Christ. The Biblical meaning of the terminology 
must be insisted upon. 

Nor is it enough to ask the question, “Do you believe 
in the resurrection?” The liberal will often reply, “Oh, 
yes, I believe in the resurrection.”. But, again, he will not 
mean that which true believers mean by the term resur- 
rection. To him the meaning is simply that Jesus’ spirit 
lives on in the world, or in the lives of His disciples. Or, 
he may have a variation of these views. He will by no 
means affirm the Biblical truth of the bodily resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

On the other hand, if the question is posed, “Do you 
believe in the virgin birth of Jesus Christ?” then there 
will probably be hesitation and hedging. It is just about 
impossible to believe in the virgin birth and at the same 
time hold liberal views regarding the person and work of 


Ass many denials of the truth today is the denial 


6 Jesus FOR US is all our righteousness before a holy God; 


Christ. It is extremely difficult to make the terminology 
of the virgin birth refer to something other than the 
virgin birth. I am on the lookout for an attempt, but it 
does not seem to have come yet! In the meantime, one’s 
views concerning the virgin birth form a good test of 
orthodoxy. 

I want to answer three questions in this article. The 
first is this, “Do the Scriptures teach the virgin birth?” 
The second is, “Can I believe in the virgin birth?” And 
the third follows naturally, “Is it necessary for me to be- 
lieve in the virgin birth?” 


The Scriptural Authority for the Virgin Birth 


In answering the first.question I want to turn to a num- 
ber of passages throughout the Bible, making only a 
comment or two as they are quoted. The first passage is 
found in Genesis 3:15, where we read, “And I will put 
enmity between thee and woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed; it (literally he) shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel.” In :this promise of the Re- 
deemer.the Lord speaks of the seed of the woman by the 
phrase “her seed.” Our Lord is, then, looked at as born 
of a woman, not of a man. While one cannot claim this 
to be a definite statement of the virgin birth, it certainly 
is a telling suggestion of it. 

The second passage is found in Isaiah 7:14. The def- 
initeness not found in Genesis 3:15 is found here. Isaiah 
writes, “Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; 
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel.” Without going into a long 
discussion of the Hebrew word almah, rendered here by 
“virgin,” there are at least three reasons why it must mean 
virgin here. In the first place, a study of the usage of the 
word in the Old Testament will reveal that it never re- 
fers to a married woman. In the second place, the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament, the Bible of the early 
Christians, has the Greek word parthenos as the transla- 
tion of almah. The Greek word without any question 
means a virgin. The third line of evidence is found in 
Matthew -1:18-25, where Matthew quotes the Isaiah pas- 
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sage. The evangelist uses the word parthenos under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, confirming the accuracy of 
the translation of the Greek Old Testament. The result is 
clear evidence for the virgin birth in the Isaiah passage. 

The third passage is found in Matthew 1:22, 23, where 
we read, “Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Be- 
hold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a 
son, and they shall call his name Immanuel, which being 
interpreted is, God with us.” 

The fourth passage is in Luke 1:26-38. A clear statement 
(1:27) is made here of Mary’s virginity. In addition, the 
question of Mary (1:34) cannot be understood apart from 
the virgin birth. Mary would hardly be puzzled over 
natural birth. The thing that puzzled her was the fact 
that this child was to be conceived in her before she began 
living with Joseph. Again, there is a clear indication of 
the virgin birth. 

In Luke 3:23 is the fifth passage, “And Jesus himself be- 
gan to be about thirty years of age, being (as was sup- 
posed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli.” If 
the Lord Jesus was really the son of Joseph according to 
the flesh, why does the Spirit use the expression “as was 
supposed”? The words refer to the opinion of the people. 
They did think he was the son of Joseph, but in reality, 
as Luke suggests by the expression, He was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit. 

Paul, too, has a word on this subject. He wrote the 
Galatians, “But when the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the 
law” (Gal. 4:4). The italicized expression is that which 
should be noted. Paul has been endeavoring to show that 
Jesus Christ was born under the law to redeem them that 


were under law. It would have been natural for the 
apostle to mention His father, if He had a natural one,‘ 
in order to show legally that He was born of Jewish parent- 
age under the law. Born of Joseph, an Israelite, would 
have been natural and conclusive. But, since Jesus Christ 
did not have a father according to the flesh, Paul must 
write “made of a woman.” Thus, while the words do not 
state that the birth was a virgin birth, they certainly do 
imply it. 

One last passage may be consulted. In 1 Timothy 3:16 
we find this, “And without controversy great is the mystery 
of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh .. .” To an 
open minded reader it certainly seems that Paul must 
have been thinking of the virgin birth. The method of 
the incarnation could hardly be absent from the thought. 

From the weight of the evidence presented I think the 
reader will agree that the Bible teaches the virgin birth. 


The Credibility of the Virgin Birth 

The second question is, “Can we believe in the virgin 
birth?” Scriptural authority is enough for the one who 
believes the Bible to be inerrant, but not all will bow to 
the authority of the Word. 

I am greatly indebted to J. Gresham Machen’s remark- 
able book, The Virgin Birth of Christ, for an effective ap- 
proach to the question. Machen has pointed out that there 
is one fact that must be granted, namely, the fact that the 
belief in the virgin birth has been in existence for 1900 
years. It is beyond dispute. And only two explanations 
can be given to account for this. The first is that the belief 
rests upon a fact, and the second is that the belief rests upon 
a falsehood. If the second alternative is preferred, then good 
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Hodie... 





Hodie Christus Natus Est 


edieval monks labored long hours to pen the joy- 
) | ae Latin words—“Hodie Christus Natus Est”— 
which appear on this month’s ETerNniTy cover. The 
translation of the medieval parchment leaf from a 
missal used in Fifteenth Century Germany is the mes- 
sage of the First Advent: “Christ Is Born Today.” 


Careful readers will discover that the huge red initial 
of the illuminated page is an “H,” which forms the 
first letter of the word “hodie,” which means “today.” 


The page from the missal reads: 
Cedens de thalamo suo; celi enar (coeli enarrant); 
Diffusa est gracia in labis tuis; 
Propterea benedixit te Deus in aeturnum 


And the English would go something like this: 
Coming out of his chamber; the heavens declare 
the glory of God; 
Grace is spread on thy lips; 
Therefore God hath blessed thee forever; 
Today ... (Christ is born). 
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MODERNIST EDITORIAL 

If Bishop Sheen had announced that 
he was joining the Communist party I 
could not have been more surprised. 
Charles Clayton Morrison wrote an 
editorial in which he acknowledged the 
bankruptcy and defeat of the liberal 
theological position which he has held 
throughout his life and prophesied a 
probable return to the simplicity of 
Biblical and Apostolic outlook. 

Charles Clayton Morrison will be 
eighty years old on December 4th. He 
founded the Christian Century in 1908 
and edited it until his retirement in 
1947. There is no doubt that he has a 
remarkable mind and that he has 
wielded a tremendous influence through- 
out his life, an influence that has not 
been for the best. In fact, from a 
Biblical point of view, his influence 
has been evil. As much as any other 
man in‘the country he led the forces 
that laughed at those who held to Bib- 
lical faith and simplicity and ridiculed 
those who believed that the Lord Jesus 
Christ must come again to establish 
righteousness upon this earth. 

It has been difficult for me to think, 
after reading his The Social Gospel and 
the Christian Cultus, and his What Is 
Christianity? that he had any real per- 
sonal knowledge of what evangelicals 
know as saving faith in the finished 
work of Christ. 

But now Dr. Morrison, in his eight- 
ieth year, has written a remarkable 
editorial which he has published in The 
Pulpit, which he founded in 1929 and 
still edits. Dr. Morrison was at the 
World Council meetings at Evanston. 
He was profoundly moved at what he 
found there. He appears to have been 
shocked to the center of his being. He 
wonders whether we are not entering 
a new period in which the church will 


go back to the Bible and even begin 
to think of all of life in the light of 
the early Christian doctrine of the Sec- 
ond Coming of Christ. 

Little did I think that I would ever 
be presenting to our readers an editor- 
ial by Charles Clayton Morrison that I 
could approve and commend. What 
follows is another illustration of the 
great swelling tide that is moving back 
to an ever-deepening faith in the Bible 
and an ever-wider acceptance of simple 
evangelical truth. And true believers 
should pray daily for every minister, 
even the most notorious of the modern- 
ists. As I read the editorial which fol- 
lows this, I began to pray for Dr. Mor- 
rison. My heart was drawn out for the 
poor old man who, if a true believer, 
has wasted so many years and who has 
done such grievous ill to the Lord’s 
tender lambs. And as I prayed, I said, 
“Lord, what should I pray for this man 
and men like him?” And at once, in my 
heart, there echoed the words of the 
Holy Spirit through Paul to Timothy, 
“The servant of the Lord must not 
strive, but be gentle unto all men (in- 
cluding liberals!), apt to teach, patient, 
in meekness instructing those that op- 
pose themselves; if God peradventure 
will give them repentance to the ack- 
nowledging of the truth; and that they 
may recover themselves out of the snare 
of the devil, who are taken captive by 
him, at his will” (2 Tim. 2:24-26). 


DR. MORRISON WRITES 


The following editorial entitled 
“Theology and the Christian Hope,” 
was written by Dr. ‘Charles Clayton 
Morrison, and published in The Pulpit. 
Before reading what follows, the frame- 
work, which I have set forth in the pre- 
ceding editorial, should be read. Dr. 
Morrison writes: 


Do you pray daily for your pastor? 


“There can be no doubt that the 
continental theology has captured the 
Assembly. The subject of the Christian 
hope, which occupied the entire first 
week, called forth the most remarkable 
theological discussion since Nicaea and 
Chalcedon. In this debate the continen- 
tal and British scholars swept every- 
thing before them, as the formal pro- 
nouncements show. The voice of Amer- 
ican liberalism was not heard, and -the 
voice of those who attempted to medi- 
ate between the two extremes proved 
to be ineffective in comparison with the 
formidable case made for the accept- 
ance of the full eschatological concep- 
tion of the Christian faith and hope. 
The significance of the preponderance 
of this interpretation cannot be ex- 
aggerated. Whether it represents a re- 
discovery of the eternal gospel or a 
temporary reaction under the stress of 
contemporary suffering, confusion, and 
dread of the future, only time can tell. 
Is it possible, however, that this world 
view, held by the first Christians, has 
broken in upon us because of the relig- 
ious insolvency of our activistic, moral- 
istic, liberalistic Protestantism? The 
fact remains that at Evanston there 
emerged a new outlook upon the world, 
upon history, and upon human destiny. 
This outlook was so overwhelmingly 
triumphant that it not only found ex- 
pression in the pronouncements speci- 
fically devoted to its exposition, but 
penetrated into every other pronounce- 
ment of the Assembly. No ‘humanistic’ 
sentence or phrase was allowed to pass. 
For years ahead, we shall be engaged 
in discussing this restoration of the 
cosmology of the early Christian com- 
munity. Modern Protestantism has as- 
sumed that this cosmology was only the 
naive, primitive framework in which 
the gospel was first proclaimed and 
that, in order to get at the essence of 
the gospel, this framework had to be 
discarded. But eschatology now main- 
tains that this framework itself was and 
is of the essence of the Christian faith.” 

And now remember the true Christ- 
ian attitude toward such a man. Phil- 
lips translates the Timothy passage, 
“The Lord’s servant must not be a 
man of strife: he must be kind to all, 
ready and able to teach: he must have 
patience and the ability gently to cor- 
rect those who oppose his message. He 
must always bear in mind the possibil- 
ity that God will give them a different 
outlook, and that they may come to 
know the truth. They may come to 
their senses and be rescued from the 
power of the Devil by the servant of 
the Lord and set to work. for God's 


purposes” (2 Tim. 2:24-26). 


ETERNITY 























NOT A NOVICE 

I have just received word of the death 
of Vincent J. Steffan in one of the prison 
institutions of California. I have known 
him for many years and believe that 
some very important lessons can be 
drawn from his life. Vincent Steffan was 
born to parents who were alcoholics and 
criminals. He told me that he can re- 
member his mother’s dipping cubed 
sugar into straight whiskey and putting 
it into his mouth to calm him as a child. 
He learned that when he stole vegetables 
from peddlars’ carts there was a little 
more to eat and less hunger. He went 
to school—at the Reform School. He took 
graduate work—in the State Penitentiary 
at San Quentin in California for armed 
robbery. Then God saved him. He used 
the testimony of a Negro convict to 
lead this early robber to the fect of 


Christ. 

The transformation was amazing. 
Soon the prison chaplain in San Quen- 
tin was using Steffan as his aid. Chris- 
tian laymen from San Francisco got to 
know him. As the term of his sentence 
drew to a close, the laymen advertised 
widely in San Francisco that on a cer- 
tain weekday evening Vincent Steffan 
would preach in one of the largest 
churches in San Francisco. In the peni- 
tentiary as a convict in the morning, in 
the pulpit as a preacher at night. The 
church was jammed to capacity. He had 
but one message and that was to tell 
what a great criminal and sinner he 
had been and how Christ had saved him. 

Laymen arranged for meetings for him 
throughout California, then throughout 
the United States. A committee was 
formed—the Vincent J. Steffan Prison 
Association, and Steffan worked in many 
penitentiaries and held meetings in 
many churches. His work was so out- 
standing and the change in him so com- 
plete that he was invited to speak to a 
convention of wardens of all the peni- 
tentiaries in the United States. At that 
meeting a speech was made by Warden 
Lawes, then warden of Sing Sing. Lawes 
presented Steffan with his fingerprints, 
photograph and prison record from the 
files of San Quentin Prison saying that 
all were sure he had made good. His wit- 
ness for Christ was very great. 

Then, suddenly, terrible news came. 
He stole a car, drove recklessly to a 
service station, pulled out a stick of 
wood, shaped like a gun, and robbed the 
till. He used no precautions and was ar- 
rested within a half an hour. It was a 
great scandal and he was now sent to 
Fulsom, the worst of California’s prisons. 
There I visited him on several occasions. 
He told me that be believed his life was 
wrecked when he was brought from 
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that may bring eternal thanks. 





MAKE YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING REALLY WORTHWHILE 


One of our readers told us the other day that. she had used the -- 
November issue of Erernity with telling effect in testifying to a Jewish 
neighbor. Some of you will remember the editorial entitled, “Policy Toward 
Israel,” which stresses the peril in which our country may find itself if it 
places the interests of the Arab States ahead of Israel. 


Another reader reported that she had been won to Christ through 
reading the magazine that had been sent to her by a persistent sister. 


Many others have told us similar accounts of Erernity’s being greatly 
used in the lives of their friends, neighbors, and relatives. Perhaps this 
explains why an increasing number of the Ererniry family send gift sub- 
scriptions each Christmas season. So much money is spent on useless mer- 
chandise during the holidays, it is a joy to be able to offer a gift suggestion 


Prayerfully consider the special Christmas subscription offer on page 1. 








prison and placed before more than 
1,000 people. He admitted to me that 
from that day he had been extremely 
proud, that he felt that he was sufficient 
in himself. After several years the State 
of California paroled him to me and he 
came to Philadelphia, living quietly for 
a time. His ministry, of course, was gone. 
He was the great illustration of what 
Paul meant in First Corinthians 9:27. 
He was a castaway. He was of course 
not castaway from Christ, but he had 
lost his witness, his ministry, and his re- 
ward. In his loneliness he violated pa- 
role, was taken back to prison and there 
he has now died. 

May I point out to all groups who 
deal with young Christians that they 
are ordered by God not to put a novice 
in front of an audience, “Lest being 
filled with pride he fall into the con- 
demnation of the devil” (1 Tim. 3:6). 
Let’s face it—it is sin for any church or 
group to take a man and advertise him 
—from prison to pulpit, from Hollywood 
to pulpit, from jazz band to pulpit. It 
is a flat violation of the Word of God. 
A young convert is not to appear in 
front of an audience, except perhaps for 
fifteen seconds to say, “I was a sinner 
and God saved me.” No details of the 
past life are ever to be related before an 
audience. No mention of the past is ever 
to be made. There are some men who 
make their living out of this type of 
testimony, but I am bold to say that it 
is not of the will of the Lord. The Bible 
says that a man who has been a thief is 
not to steal any more but rather let 
him work with his own hands (1 Thes. 
4:11). The blood of Christ cleanses from 
all sin, but there are certain sins that 
must be followed by certain therapeutic 
processes of repentance. 


Any Christian leaders who press young 
converts through a puffed-up exhibition 
of the flesh are definitely contributing 
to their further delinquency. The com- 
mand of God is plain. 


LIBERAL NARROWNESS 


We reported in an editorial in our 
September issue that the London Times 
had published an outstanding supple 
ment on the Bible, its language and 
literature, and the present state of Bib- 
lical studies. We noted that there was 
no thought whatsoever of a statement 
that the Bible was the Word of God 
and the divine revelation of truth. We 
expressed our regret that in the long 
correspondence which followed in the 
columns of the Times no conservative 
scholar had raised his voice to criticize 
the editorial position. 

We are now informed from England 
that there were many conservative 
criticisms sent to the Times but the 
Times did not print them. Dr. Ernest 
Kevan, for example, principal of the 
London Bible College, wrote a strong. 
protest to the Times, which went un- 
heeded. A public meeting was called 
and Dr. Kevan made his protest before 
that meeting. The Times did not report 
the meeting. 

Liberals have the habit of speaking, 
acting, and writing as though there 
were no scholarship opposed to their 
point of view. In their prejudice they 
become guilty of adopting the Hitler 
technique that if a lie is big enough 
and if it is told often enough, it will 
be believed by many people. We regret 
that.the Times has lent itself to this 
practice. It is a practice that will ulti- 
mately be judged harshly by God. 


It is not great talents God blesses so much as great likeness to Jesus 9 








THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 













1: Archaeology 
and the 
Birth of Christ 


m the masses of tattered papyri which have emerged 
still legible from the rainless sands south of Cairo, comes 
the first paragraph of a public notice from 104 A.D. It 

runs: 


Gaius Vibius, chief ect of Egypt Because residing 
spponcing cess it 8 oxen ge boc tny Ameren. | 


At this point the document becomes too fragmentary to 
decipher. But such was the notice which a carpenter named 
Joseph found posted up in Nazareth one day and read 
with a sinking heart. The Roman bureaucrats had little 
care for the convenience of those they ruled, and for census 
purposes it was convenient to gather the population in their 
own home towns. 

It was probably legally necessary for both Joseph and 
Mary to present themselves, in accordance with the regula- 
tions, in Bethlehem. It was in conformity with a law men- 
tioned twice in the closing chapters of the book of Numbers 
that Mary had been betrothed to Joseph. Daughters, the 
law stated, who find themselves heirs to their father’s 
property, must marry within the tribe. Thus Jesus, who was 
“the son of Mary,” of the royal line of David, could only 
be “King of the Jews” if He were reckoned as the legal son 
of a member of the same tribe. Hence the genealogy of 
Joseph in Matthew's Gospel, which is preoccupied with 
kingship. In Luke’s Gospel, Joseph is called “the son of 
Eli,” and this must have been Mary’s father, Joseph being 
considered the legal heir in the absence of sons. This, ac- 
cording to one theory, is the explanation of the variant 
genealogies in the two Gospels, and it is eminently rea- 
sonable. 

It may, therefore, have been doubly obligatory for the 
Holy Family to journey, at that precarious hour, to Beth- 
lehem. Remembering the imperious Roman regulation, 
some have assumed the presence in the little town of sundry 
other personalities. Hillel, the great Pharisee, was, it ap- 
pears, of David's royal line, and in spite of his great age, 
may have been there that day. And were his son Simeon, 
and his grandson Gamaliel, at whose feet Paul was to sit, 
also present? And did this considerable party fill the inn, 
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By E. M. BLAIKLOCK ma, tin. v. 


Professor of Classics, Auckland University College, New Zealand 





leaving only the stable for the late arrivals, who had 
journeyed more tenderly and toilfully? 


Pure speculation, but there is one point in which legend 
and ancient art have presented us with a picture somewhat 
out of focus. The “lowly cattle shed” of the carol gives an 
incorrect impression. As a visitor of David’s line, for all her 
poverty, Mary might naturally have expected the best 
accommodation, but the “kataluma,” or “the guest-cham- 
ber,” which should not be translated “inn,” was already 
occupied. The host gave his next best accommodation, 
without thought of slighting his guest. It would be a rock- 
cut cavern with a raised platform, where visitors could sleep 
in sight of their tetheréd beasts and stacked luggage. They 
would not regard themselves as hard done by. 

The next morning Joseph had some documents to file 
with the authorities. From the Egyptian papyri come many 
examples of the statutory returns and declarations made 
by the subjects of Rome in the periodic enrollments. The 
following are two interesting examples. The first dates from 
48 A.D., and is a document of the fourth census after the 
one mentioned in the Gospel of Luke: 

































To Julius Saturninus, officer of the Heracleopolite 
nome, from Petesouchos, son of Pisiotis of the village of 
clerk, from Thermoutharion, the daughter of Thoonis, 
with her guardian, Apollonius, the son of Sotades. The 
inhabitants of the house bel 
ny are: Thermoutharion, a freedwoman of the afore- 
said Sotades, about 65 years of , Of medium height, 
with honey-colored ‘colored complexion, having a long face and 
scar on the right knee . . . . (A line is here which 
describes a second woman.) I, the aforesaid Thermou- 
tharion (the document continues with an affidavit), with 
my guardian the said Apollonius, swear by Tiberius 
Claudius Caesar Emperor, that I have assuredly, honestly 
and truthfully presented the ing return of those 
SEE OAD OE SER. ene See, Bees: ER aA 
neither a stranger, Alexandrian nor nor Roman, 


‘the aforesaid. ps bn tereing trul 
perc yer a am 
may it be well me, if falsely, the opposite. ” 


The second document is dated something like a century 
later, and it is chosen because it speaks of a woman who, : 
like Mary if tradition is correct, must have been a mere girl 
when her son was born. Tausiris was thirty-four when her 
son is returned as aged seventeen. 





The next morning Joseph had another document to fill 
in for the satisfaction of a bureaucratic age. It was a notifi- 
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Looking toward Bethlehem across the valley where tradition says the angels appeared. to the shepherds announcing the birth of Christ 


cation of birth. Many of these documents survive and the 
one chosen speaks of a young mother with a husband very 
considerably older than herself. It dates from the year 150 
A.D.: 


To Socrates and Didymus, scribes of the metropolis, 
from Ischyras, son of Protas son of Mysthes, his mother 
being Tasoucharion, daughter of Didas, of the district of 
Hermonthrace, and from his wife Thiasarion, daughter 
of Ammonius, son of Mysthes of the same district. We 
register the son who was born to us, Ischyras, being one 
year of age in the present year, the 14th, of Antoninus 
Caesar, the lord. I therefore present this notification of 
birth. Ischyras, aged 44, without distinguishing marks. 
Thiasarion, aged 24, without distinguishing marks. Writ- 
ten for them by Ammonius, public scribe. 


These ancient relics of officialdom will suggest the at- 
mosphere of Bethlehem on the night of the nativity. As 
the returning people of the town sat round David's well 
to renew old acquaintance and exchange tales of life 
abroad, there would be much fierce talk of Rome. Palestine 
was a turbulent province, and in many hearts smoldered 
that fierce resentment which blazed out sixty years later 
into the fire.and passion of the Great Rebellion—a savage 
and hopeless struggle against the might of the Empire which 
ended only with the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
decimation of a race. Christ was born in occupied territory, 
and anyone who would understand what men were think- 
ing in the world to which He came must take that fact 
into account. Men and women have not changed essentially 
in 2000 years and the bitter experience of alien rule was 
a commonplace of life in the world we are seeking to re- 
build in the imagination. “Oh, little town of Bethlehem,” 
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runs the carol, “how still we see thee lie.”” Bethlehem was 
anything but quiet on that crowded night. 

Such is the light which archaeology has thrown on the 
birth of Christ. But the documents have much more than 
a merely human interest. They are of prime historical 
importance. Those who wish to pursue this interesting as- 
pect of the story should study Sir William Ramsay’s book 
Was Christ Born at Bethlehem? 

Sir William Ramsay, once the disciple of what he de- 
scribes as “the destructive school” of New Testament 
criticism, was led by the simple results of his archaeological 
research in Asia Minor, to adopt the conservative position, 
and to write in frequent and eloquent tribute to the ex- 
cellence and power of Luke as an historian. Ramsay’s main 
sphere of study and illustration was the Acts of the Apostles, 
and he was confronted with a challenge to apply his methods 
and vindicate the same historian in the more difficult sphere 
of the nativity narrative. 

How he did so is too long a story to relate here. But 
suffice it to say that it was the papyrus census documents 
which provided the material. Ramsay chose them as the 
means of confirming the historical context of the birth of 
Christ. The result was a reasonable and convincing explana- 
tion of the difficult question of the governorship of Quirin- 
ius, on which so many had fastened in an effort to dis- 
credit Luke, and a piece of historical research of quite 
enthralling interest. In accepting its conclusions it may 
be necessary to regard 6 B.C. as the date of the Nativity 
rather than the 4 B.C. of common belief, but there is no 
difficulty, historical or otherwise, involved in that. With 
further evidence from the papyri, which may reasonably be 
expected, archaeology may yet have more to say. END 


Real desire for holiness is the truest mark of being born again ll 








WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





Edited by Donald Grey Barnhouse and Russell T. Hitt 


Conservative influence at Evanston noted by Yale Divinity dean 


United Lutheran Church moves toward centralized control 


Iraq’s UN representative attacks South African Church 


EUROPEAN THEOLOGY VS. AMERICAN 

The Saturday Review, perhaps the 
leading literary weekly of America, has 
published “The World of the Cross,” a 
review of the World Council meetings 
at Evanston, written by Liston Pope, 
dean of the Divinity School at Yale 
University. After showing the wide- 
spread nature of the meeting, he set 
forth that the delegates from behind 
the iron curtain were not Communistic. 
“The pronouncements of the assembly 
reveal no traces of subversive influence; 
on the contrary, delegates from Com- 
munist nations voted to approve docu- 
ments that may cause them embarrass- 
ment or persecution back home. For 
the most part their fellow delegates re- 
garded their presence as a happy dem- 
onstration of the deeper unity of the 
church in a divided world, and accepted 
them as courageous fellow Christians.” 

Equally interesting is Dean Pope’s 
estimate of the theological phases of the 
assembly. “As was perhaps to be ex- 
pected in a religious gathering of such 
dimensions, sharp theological disagree- 
ments emerged early in the discussions 
and persisted to the end. They focused 
especially on the ‘main theme’ of the 
meeting: ‘Christ—-the Hope of the 
World.” Most Americans tended to 
emphasize the hope for improvement 
here and now, as well as the anticipa- 
tion of ultimate redemption. Most 
Europeans preferred to discount human 
progress and put their faith in the 
world to come or in the ‘Second Com- 
ing of Christ.’ Americans emphasized 
man’s present responsibilities; Euro- 
peans placed reliance solely in God. 
There were diverse opinions within 
each group, and the cleavage along 
continental lines was by no means ab- 
solute. But many Europeans concluded 
that their American colleagues were 
largely humanistic and non-Biblical 
rather than specifically Christian, and 
many Americans found it difficult to 
distinguish between current European 
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theology and the Fundamentalism that 
bedeviled American churches a gener- 
ation ago.” 

This is a very remarkable statement, 
and quite revealing. Here is the dem- 
onstration that the foremost European 
scholarship has become and is becom- 
ing more fundamental, and that Amer- 
icans have not yet caught up to the 
movement. 


LUTHERAN CENTRALIZATION 

At a meeting in Toronto, Canada, in 
mid-October, the United Lutheran 
Church in America took a far-reaching 
step in centralization which has many 
significant ramifications. There was 
only minor opposition among the 673 
delegates when they voted that the 
president of the church and the execu- 
tive board assume both spiritual and 
temporal leadership of the church. Such 
a decision may be very good or very 
bad depending on the person who ex- 
ercises the functions. The wording of 
the authorization is sweeping: “The 
power of review and _ responsibility 
shall be interpreted as power of veto 
of any program or enterprise which 
shall, in the judgment of the executive 
board, conflict with, or be hurtful to, 
the total program of the church.” 
Previously the church’s eight functional 
boards were completely self-governing. 
In practice such centralization of pow- 
er will mean the subordination of 
every unit of the church to one central 
committee. There will be no. latitude 
for the leading of the Holy Spirit in 
individual ministers. It may be con- 
tended that the Holy Spirit will lead 
all ministers through the one executive 
board and its head, but this is a very 
dangerous contention and one that is 
likely to bring organizational throttling 
of every free movement of the Spirit. 
Leaders of the Missouri Synod have 
stated privately that this centralization 
in the United Lutheran Church will 
make any further steps for union with 


the Missouri Synod and similar synods 
(Augustana, etc.), highly improbable. It 
should be noted that movements like 
this are discernable in many denomina- 
tions. Such a tendency in the Presby- 
terian. Church, U.S.A. is stated by 
leaders in the Presbyterian Church U.S. 
(Southern), to be one of the principal 
reasons why their presbyteries are re- 
fusing the plan of union, which is al- 
most certain to be defeated during the 
coming weeks. Such centralization al- 
ready. exists in the Methodist Church. 


IRAQ HITS AFRICAN CHURCH 

Iraq’s permanent representative in 
the United Nations has declared before 
that body that the Dutch Reformed 
Church in South Africa is to be blamed 
in large part for the racial segregation 
and disturbances in that country. Awni 
Khalidy, the Iraqui spokesman, is a 
Mohammedan. How distressing that 
such a man could find evidence—and 
we believe that he is correct—that a 
church which professes to be a church 
of Christ should take such an anti- 
Christian position. Mr. Kahlidy said it 
was “a source of pain that a church 
which worships God and His law on 
earth should perpetrate a doctrine of 
racial inequality. How far removed is 
the Dutch Reformed Church and its 
doctrine of racial supremacy from the 
Sermon on the Mount.” 

Mr. Khalidy further pointed out that 
the situation in South Africa was ag- 
gravated by the fact that the Dutch 
Reformed Church is the only national 
religion in the Union of South Africa 
and noted that in other countries, 
where other churches have similarly 
wandered from the basic principles of 
their faiths, the impact of opposing 
religions has served to bring them back 
to their elemental precepts. 

O. Frederick Nolde, observer at the 
UN for the Commission of Churches on 
International Affairs, commented that 
churches in South Africa had been 
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studying the matter with great concern. 


‘He noted that the Dutch Reformed 


Church had taken official action en- 
dorsing the policy of apartheid. He also 
reminded the press that the Dutch Re- 
formed representative at the recent 
World Council meeting at Evanston 
had personally rejected the attitude of 
his church and had called on it to con- 
fess its own guilt. It should be realized 
that the situation in South Africa is 
boiling and that there may be very 
great bloodshed in the near future. 
The attitude of the church has been 
most unfortunate and anti-Christian, 
with a total unwillingness to recognize 
the rights of man in the black portions 
of the population, which outnumber 
the whites ten to one. 


It should be noted that the Dutch 
Reformed Church has called a confer- 
ence of white and Negro ministers to 
discuss an agreement among the races. 
The conference is to meet in Decem- 
ber. All Protestant churches of South 
Africa will be represented at the con- 
ference. The predominantly white 
churches will be represented by both 
white and Negro clergy. Churches that 
are entirely Negro will be represented 
by only Negro clergy. This is the 
first time in the history of South Africa 
that the whole body of both Negro and 
white Protestant Christianity will be 
brought together. 


RISING TIDE OF RELIGION IN RUSSIA 


Increasing evidence of the strength 
and virility of Christian ideas inside 
Russia is being presented in the press. 
We have mentioned the _ evidence 
brought out by Fitzgerald, the New 
York Times correspondent after five 
years of travel and work in Russia. Now 
Newsweek devotes four pages to a re- 
port on the rising tide of religion in- 
side Russia. We know that there will 
be Fundamentalists who will cry out 
that the Russian Church has prayers 
for the dead, and other doctrines which 
are not acceptable to us. But we must 
not forget that this church declares its 
belief in the Trinity, in the absolute 
deity of Christ, and especially empha- 
sizes the fact of the bodily resurrection 
of our Lord. It is interesting to remem- 
ber that when anyone mentions the 
days of the week in the Russian lang- 
uage the word for Sunday means Resur- 
rection Day. There is no other name 
for the day. It is interesting to think 
of Molotov and the other Russian lead- 
ers talking to each other, adjourning a 
meeting until Resurrection Day! 

The Russian Church today. has its 
patriarch in Moscow and throughout 
Russia there are some seventy bishops, 
eleven seminaries, ninety great monas- 
teries, and-some 25,000 parishes. News- 
week says, “Since the second world war 


its renewed strength and growth, spread-— 
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ing with the. passive insistence of a 
deep river in flood, has come to alarm 
and worry Moscow’s Communist leaders 
as never before. The rise of the church 
has become Malenkov’s great headache, 
and Freedom’s great hope.” 


And now, since the summer of 1954, 
the most virulent campaign against the 
church that has been waged since the 
1920’s has broken forth in every part of 
Russian life, from the Moscow radio to 
the smallest provincial town paper. A 
new publication entitled Religion and 
Life is soon to appear, entirely devoted 
to antireligious propaganda, the first 
effort of its kind since Bezbojznik (The 
Godless) folded in 1941. “What bothers 
the Communists,” says Newsweek, “is 
that the new offenders against Lenin’s 
canonized atheism are not the old peo- 
ple, who got their religion in the Czar’s 
days, but the youth of the new Com- 
munist generations, the very same 
young people who were expected to do 
away with the church.” 


Leon Volkov, who escaped from Sov- 
iet Russia and is now a contributing 
editor of Newsweek, and himself a 
member of the younger generation, 
writes of the increasing practice of 
religious observances and _ concludes, 
“All the evidence is that the Orthodox 
Church is becoming an increasingly im- 
portant force in the affairs of the Soviet 
Union. . . . For the Sermon on the 
Mount and the slave state are essential- 
ly irreconcilable. One or the other must 
give. Malenkov does not dare close 
down so popular an institution now— 
he only tries to control it. But, what- 
ever his present tactics, he can be ex- 


pected ultimately to try to destroy the 
church as Lenin and Stalin tried. My 
own guess is that he will have even less 
success.”” 


The Editor of Eternity’ is. not a : 


prophet, but I dare-state that the Rus- 


sian Church will bless the plans of the - 


Communists even as the Lutheran 
Church blessed the plans of the Kaiser, 
and as many pastors blessed Hitler, and 
as the Roman Catholic Church backed 
Mussolini. Any thought that the rising 
influence of religion in Russia can 
make it possible to co-exist peacefully 
with Communism will end in a terrible 
awakening. 


COMMUNISM AND ROMAN CATHOLICISM 
The fact that Joseph S. Petersen, 
arrested by the FBI as a suspect in es- 
pionage for an unnamed foreign pow- 
er, had a completely Roman Catholic 
background and training (New Orleans 
born, graduate of Loyola, M.S., St. 
Louis, instructor at Loyola and Ursu- 
line), may give a jolt to the idea that 
is prevalent in many quarters of Wash- 
ington: namely, that the only truly safe 
security risk is a Roman Catholic. 


FALSE HOPE 
Churchill recently said, “A year and 
a half ago, Stalin died. Ever since that 
event I have cherished the hope that 
there is a new outlook in Russia, a new 
hope of peaceful co-existence with the 
Russian nation and that it is our duty, 
patiently and daringly, to make sure 
whether there is such a change or not 
. .” There could be no hope more 
false. " ‘The leopard cannot change its 


(Continued on page 38) 











The 


Marian Year 
_ and the 
House of God 


By Ralph L. Keiper 


he city is Chicago! The stadium is Soldier Field! The 

audience, jamming every available spot, is the Roman 

Catholic Church, a quarter of a million strong! The 
occasion is in honor of the “Blessed Virgin, the Mother 
of God.” 

All eyes are turned to her statue, towering sixteen feet 
tall. She is seen as Redemptrix with her foot upon the 
serpent’s head. Suddenly the multitude assembled breaks 
forth in a tribute of prayerful song, singing the Pilgrim’s 
Hymn of Lourdes, 

We pray for our Mother, the Church upon earth, 
And bless, sweetest Lady, the land of our birth, 
Ave, Ave, Ave Maria, Ave. 

Throughout the land during the past year the faithful 
of Rome have been paying their honor to Mary, for this 
is the Marian year. Not only in America but throughout 
the Catholic world the Virgin has been venerated and has 
been implored to bring peace and blessing to mankind. 


The Immaculate Conception 

The Marian year commemorates the one hundredth 
anniversary of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception, 
decreed by the Church, December 8th, 1854, during the 
Pontificate of Pius IX. It reads: 

“ ... that the doctrine, which holds that the Most 

Blessed Virgin Mary at the first moment of her concep- 

tion was, by singular grace and privilege of the Om- 

nipotent God, in virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, 

Saviour of the human race, preserved from all stain of 

igi sin, is revealed by God, and therefore to be 

firmly and resolutely believed by all the faithful.” 

(Dogmatic Bull “T bilis Deus,” Dec. 8, 1854.) 
Commenting upon this event, the present Pontiff, Pius XII, 
in his encyclical letter “Fulgens Corona,” wrote: 

“ ... it seems that the Blessed Virgin Mary herself 

wished to confirm by some special sign the definition 

which the Vicar of her Divine Son on earth had pro- 

nounced amidst the applause of the whole Church. For 

indeed four years had not yet elapsed when, in a French 

town at the foot of the the Virgin Mother, 

youthful and benign in ap ce, clothed in a shinin 

white garment, covered with a white mantle, and gi 

with a hanging blue cord, showed herself to a simple 
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and innocent girl at the grotto of Massabielle. And to the 
same girl earnestly inquiring the name of her with whose 
vision she was favored, with eyes raised to Heaven and 
sweetly smiling, she replied: ‘I am the Immaculate Con- 
tion.’” 
And thus, within the Church the Dogma of Mary, which, 
for all practical purposes, makes of the blessed Trinity an 
interesting quartet, moves forward another step. 


The Assumption of Mary 


Lest our language be thought sacrilegious, we need but 
turn to our Papal Encyclical once more to find that the 
dogma of the Immaculate Conception was not sufficient. 
There was a demand that, like her Son, Mary too should 
enter Heaven in bodily form. Writes Pius XII, 

“. . . We ourselves wrote in the Apostolic Letter Muni- 

ficentissimus Deus, “The faithful were moved by a cer- 

tain more ardent hope that the dogma also of the corp- 
oral Assumption of the Virgin Mary into Heaven should 
be defined as soon as possible by the supreme magis- 
terium of the Church.’ . . . And now that the Assump- 
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven has been 
promulgated and shown in its true light—that is, as the 
crowning and the complement of the prior privilege be- 
stowed upon her—there emerge more fully and more 
clearly the wonderful wisdom and harmony of the Divine 
plan, by which God wishes the Most Blessed Virgin Mary 

to be free from all stain of original sin.” 

Pius XII goes on to point out that not only in His birth 
did the “Mother of God” have an important part but also 
in His triumph which makes the dogma of the Assumption 
of Mary so necessary. 

“For the greatest possible glorification of her virgin body 
is the complement, at once appropriate and marvelous, 
of the absolute innocence of her soul, which was free from 
all stain. And just as she took part in the struggle of her 
only-begotten Son with the wicked serpent of Hell, so 
also she shared in His glorious triumph over sin and its 
sad consequences.” 


An Invitation to Unite 


The reader may wonder why it is that we as evangelicals 
should give this space to and make these observations upon 
the Marian year. The Pope himself gives a sufficient an- 
swer. Near the close of his letter he sets forth prayers to 
be offered in the name of Mary. Among them is this one: 

“Furthermore, we call on those who are separated from 
us by ancient schism and whom none the less we love 
with paternal affection, to unite in pouring forth these 
joint prayers and supplications knowing full well ‘how 
greatly they venerate the Mother of Jesus Christ and cele- 
brate her Immaculate Conception.” 

Primarily these words would refer to those Catholic 
groups which do not recognize the papal authority. But 
we are considered a part of that “ancient schism.” Why is 
it that we do not pay our homage to Mary, the Virgin? 
On what ground has the Roman Church claimed God’s 
authority for such a dogma? What is the philosophy which 
lies behind the cult of Mary? 

Several years ago ETERNITY gave over a whole issue of its 
magazine to a series of studies concerning the Virgin Mary. 
At that time the Biblical doctrine was set forth. In one 
of our Christmas numbers this writer set forth a com- 
mentary on Mary’s song, “The Magnificat.” It was pointed 
out then, it is affirmed now, that the Mary of the Bible and 
the Mary of Rome are two different persons entirely. The 
Virgin of the Bible was a sinner, and bears testimony to 
the same. Not only is Jesus her Son, He is her Saviour 
(Lk. 1:46, 47). It is not hers to command Him, it is hers 
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to do His bidding (John 2:2-6). We have respect for Mary, 
as one of us, not as one with the Trinity. 


The Voice of the People 


When we consider the ground upon which the dogma 
of the Virgin first originated—that is, the worship or vener- 
ation of the Virgin—the answer becomes rather interesting. 
A careful reading of the Catholic Encyclopedia will demon- 
strate that the “cult” began its development among the 
common people—not with the Scriptures, not with tradi- 
tion, but with the populace. This is shown by the fact 
that the language of the people made reference to the wor- 
ship of the Virgin long before the official language of the 
Church. The pressure of the people caused the dogma to 
be considered by the official councils. THE Voice OF THE 
PEOPLE BECAME THE VOICE OF Gop. Practically every doc- 
trine of Rome, contrary to Biblical thought, had its origin 
among the people. Rome was quick to take advantage 
of the people’s desire and sanctified it with official ap- 
proval—giving God the credit for the “revelation” of the 
new doctrine. One would think that it would have 
strengthened the cause had the Son appeared to confirm 
the new position of His mother. But not so, Mary is made 
to appear in her own behalf. She appears to the innocent 
and simple. Never does she appear to a council of the- 
ologians or scholars. It is the people to whom she appears, 
the people—the voice of God. 

What is the philosophy that lies behind the dogma of 
Mary? A study of the prayers offered to the Virgin suggests 


to us the answer. The Father and the ‘Son are holy, right- 
eous, hateful of sin. Who can stand in Their Divine’ 


presence? They are known for Their judgment of sin and 
Their wrath upon sinners. To face Them is to know the 
horrors of Hell. A go-between is needed. Mary is the one. 
She can move the Son in our behalf. In fact, as one of the 
prayers has it, Christ is indebted to Mary for providing 
Him with a human nature. Thus the cry! “Hail Mary! Pray 
for us!” 

It is the Christmas season. The nativity will be told in 
song and story. Sentiment will set forth Mary as the perfect 
Mother. And she was. Tributes will be paid to her and 
honor will be given her. As so they should be. But with 
Mary, the Virgin of the Scriptures, we remember that the 
sending of the Saviour was God’s idea. For Paul has writ- 
ten: “God commendeth his love to us that while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). John has 
written: “For God so loved the world, that he gave His 
only begotten son, that whosoever believeth on him, 
should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 

The Virgin of Rome may have to soften the hearts of the 
Father and the Son of the Catholic Trinity. But the Virgin 
of the Bible would commend men to the loving heart of 
God and to the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ, her Saviour. 
Hear her as she sings: “My soul doth magnify the Lord, for 
my spirit hath rejoiced in God, MY SAVIOUR.” 

Examples we may need. Mary is a fitting one. The 
Mediator we have, and He is One with us. 


ENp 





«Cursed be the man before the Lord, that 
riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho.” 


Joshua 6:26 


Since he was cursed who rebuilt Jericho, much more the man 
who labors to restore Popery among us. In our father’s days the 
gigantic walls of Popery fell by the power of their faith, the per- 
severance of their efforts, and the blast of their gospel trumpets; 
and now there are some who would rebuild that accursed system 
upon its old foundations. O Lord, be pleased to thwart their 
unrighteous endeavors, and pull down every stone which they 
build. It should be a serious business with us to be thoroughly 
purged of every error which may have a tendency to foster the 
spirit of Popery, and when we have made a clean sweep at home 
we should seek in every way to oppose its all too rapid spread 
abroad in the church and in the world. This last can be done in 
secret by fervent prayer, and in public by decided testimony. 
We must warn with judicious boldness those who are inclined 
toward the errors of Rome; we must instruct the young in gospel 
truth, and tell them of the black doings of Popery in the olden 
times. We must aid in spreading the light more thoroughly 
through the land, for priests, like owls, hate daylight. Are we 
doing all we can for Jesus and the gospel? If not, our negligence 
plays into the hands of priestcraft. What are we doing to spread 
the Bible, which is the Pope’s bane and poison? Are we casting 
abroad good, sound gospel writings? Luther once said, “The devil 
hates goose quills,” and, doubtless, he has good reason, for 
ready writers, by the Holy Spirit’s blessing, have done his king- 
dom much damage. If the thousands who will read this short 
word this night will do all they can to hinder the rebuilding of 
this accursed Jericho, the Lord’s glory shall speed among the 
sons of men. Reader, what can you do? What will you do? 
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December 1954 





Think on Jesus when your mind wanders in search of peace 15 


ig 








CEASE YE FROM MAN (2:22) 

If a philosopher from Tibet who had never seen the 
Bible should come and ask me what are the central teach- 
ings of the Christian book, the Bible, I would reply that 
the very foundation principle of the divine revelation is 
expressed here: “Cease ye from man”—“Turn away from 
man.” There can never be any final blessing for man 
which comes from man. Nothing that has its origin in the 
human mind or the human heart can meet a human need. 
The human race is organized on the belief that it can 
supply the mutual needs of man, but ultimately the frus- 
trations of man increase like water behind a landslide that 
has blocked a river. The force and power of the pent-up 
frustrations will finally sweep away the barriers and carry 
man on to ultimate wreckage. God has organized life so 
that man cannot supply man’s true needs. 

Lord, teach us to turn from man. 


WHOSE BREATH IS IN HIS NOSTRILS (2:22) 


This verse has caused translators and commentators 
great difficulty; the LXX even omits it. The RSV reads, 
“Turn away from man in whose nostrils is breath.” 
Moffatt: “Put no more trust in man, with his mere breath 
of life.” I am following Segond in the French, which reads, 
“Cease from trusting in man, in whose nostrils is no more 
than one vapor.” We are used to the difference between 
forty horsepower, a hundred horsepower, and other meas- 
ures of force. The irony of our text would be: Turn away 
from man who has no more than a noseful of vapor at a 
time. A one-lunger. Ten small boys may have a competition 
as to who can stay under water the longest. They each 
draw a deep breath and go under. There comes one, two, 
five, nine. . . . Don’t worry, he'll be up in a second .. . 
ten. How long did each stay under? For the duration of 
one breath, which had oxygen and life in it when they 
took it in, and death in it when they breathed it out. 

Lord, give us the proper concept of our capacity. 


OF WHAT ACCOUNT IS HE? (2:22) 


If we can once come to a proper evaluation of what we 
are in ourselves, we can be persuaded to turn about-face 
and trust in the Lord. Little by little the Bible reveals the 
story of man’s complete ruin in sin, and it means complete. 
Little by little in our own personal experience God cal- 
culates the necessary pressures to bring us to the place 
where we refuse any longer to trust in our feebleness and 
turn to trust in His strength. How kind He is when He 
shows us our nothingness! How full of grace that He 
should dry up our springs and thus bring us to the living 
water! Our English translations are more dignified than 
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in the Book of Ssaiah 


Do not build detours around the will of God 





By Donald Grey Barnhouse 


the Hebrew. It would be truer if we should translate it, 
“Turn away from man, whose nose can hold no more than 
one breath. What’s he worth anyway?” 

Lord, bring us to the last gasp. 


FOR BEHOLD THE LORD (3:1) 


Here is one of the places where the chapter division 
saws the thought in two. Chapter divisions are human 
things, little older than Columbus. Restore the unity of 
the lines and read, “Turn away from man, whose nose 
can hold no more than one breath. What’s he worth any- 
way? Behold the Lord.” And it is great truth that when 
we do turn away from man we find ourself turning to the 
Lord. The contrast is all the more startling when we re- 
member that the Hebrew word for breath, ruach, is the 
name for God as the Spirit. The word used for the vapor 
in the nostrils of man is not even the dignified word for 
breath. Turn away from vaporous man and trust in the 
eternal Breath! Man puffs as he inhales and exhales, but 
God has been breathing out forever, and needs never to 
draw in any life from outside Himself. 

Lord, may we behold Thee. 


THE LORD, THE LORD OF HOSTS (3:1) 


God is the Creator, and Sovereign Master of His crea- 
tion. He now proceeds to warn Israel of coming judgment, 
and uses His names of power and authority for that pur- 
pose. The Lord (sovereign Master), the Lorp (Jehovah) 
of Hosts, is about to move in on His people and knock 
down .the feeble crutches which they have in order that 
they might admit their lameness and not try to walk with- 
out Him. The city that had been meant for the dwelling 
place of righteousness and the illustration of peace had 
become a den of murderers and the nest of violence. Men 
did not realize that they were dependent upon God for 
every breath of life, for every mouthful of water, for every 
crust of bread. All He had to do to show the inward truth 
of the situation was to knock the props from beneath 
them. That would show them their vanity, their nothing- 
ness, and perhaps turn them back to Himself. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou dost want us. 


BREAD AND WATER (3:1) 


We enter into the realm of pure prophecy, for the events 
set forth shall come to pass under the Antichrist, during 
the time of Jacob’s trouble, the great tribulation that is to 
follow the church age. The Lord is going to reduce man 
to nothingness, so that everything in which he has put his 
trust shall come to an end. The removal of stay and staff 
is more forceful in the Hebrew, for both the masculine 
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and feminine forms of the same noun are used, implying 
that God will remove all kinds of support. Nothing will 
be left. There are not wanting. indications to show that 
man by his misuse of nature’s gifts will bring these curses 
upon himself. The increasing erosion of topsoils brings 
dust bowls instead of wheat, and the lowering of the water 
table foretells utter droughts. 

Lord, we, today, merit justice but praise Thee for grace. 


MIGHTY MAN, MAN OF WAR, 
JUDGE AND PROPHET (3:2) 


God now prophesies the removal of all competent lead- 
ers of society and state, and the assumption of government 
by incompetent weaklings. The Hebrew is more forcible 
than the English, for there is no definite article through- 
out. “Mighty man, man of war, judge and prophet; 
diviner, elder, captain of fifty, man of rank, counsellor, 
skillful magician, expert in charms.” The Lord will so 
order events that the competent will be killed off and the 
incompetent will remain. The world will be left without 
leadership. In the book of Revelation there are prophecies 
which show that the “sun became black as sackcloth, the 
moon became as blood, and the stars of heaven fell . . .” 
(Rev. 6:12, 13). These are symbols of government, and 
show that central government, provincial government, and 
local government cease. The next verse in Revelation 
shows all the classes of leaders mentioned here, fleeing to 
the rocks to hide. 

Lord, may we hide in Thee. 


DIVINER .. . MAGICIAN . . . CHARMER . . . (3:2, 3) 


When people turn from God they turn to folly. When 
men refuse the truth that is in the Word of God they will 
descend so low that they will believe anything. When men 
receive not the love of the truth, God will send them 
strong delusion that they will. believe the lie (2 Thes. 
2:11). As early as the tower of Babel men had turned from 
God to astrologers and fortune tellers. It was then that 
men tried to wrest the secret of the future from the 
demons who were behind the worship of sun, moon, and 
stars. This worship has continued through the centuries, 
but the time will come when even the false diviners will 
be wrecked by God. Today, God lets men believe in the 
Satanism of many forms of devil worship, but the day will 
come when God will see to it that even the leaders of 


false cults will disappear and men will be left to their. 


naked emptiness. 
Lord, may we hear no voice but Thine. 


BOYS .. . BABES . . . (3:4) 


With all the leaders of power, rank, and wisdom remov- 
ed, and with even the pretenders in hiding there will be 
no strength left for leadership and youths will take over. 
Men young in years, lacking in wisdom and experience, 
are forced to take the leadership they are incapable of 
filling. The word babes is a definite mistranslation. There 
are two words, very much alike, one meaning babes and 
the other meaning with caprice. The latter is surely the 
meaning here. “I will give children to be their princes. 
and with caprice shall they rule over them.” The inexperi- 
enced are unable to formulate a wise course in govern- 
ment, and so are forced to improvise from day to day, 
governing by capricious decisions of trial and error. The 
result is necessarily catastrophic. 

Lord, may we look to nothing but Thy wisdom. 


THE CHILD SHALL BEHAVE HIMSELF INSOLENTLY (3:5) 
God has definitely established ranks of government in 
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this world. Power belongs to God (Psa. 62:11), was given 


to Christ (Mt. 28:18), and passed on to believers (Acts 
1:8). Any deviation from the chain of command in life is 
a great sin against God. God meant that children should 


obey parents; wives, husbands; employees, employers; and - 


so on through every strata of life. Any abuse of power 
must bring judgment from God, and here we discover that 
a world which has constantly abused power suddenly finds 
itself judged in a real sense—insubordination becomes 
rampant as a curse from God. The child is insolent against 
his elders, the base fellow against his betters. We see, in 
life around us, the seeds of such judgment. Juvenile delin- 
quency is widespread, while the labor movement teaches 
the man who has brains enough to clean a washroom 
that he should have equal pay with the skilled artisan. 

Lord, teach us to give honor to those whom Thou hast honored. 


A MAN SHALL TAKE HOLD OF HIS BROTHER (3:6) 


There is to be a new phenomenon in the final judg- 
ments which has not yet appeared on this earth in any 
great measure. Heretofore when there has been a vacancy 
in the ranks of leadership there have been many candidates 
for the succession. In fact, the mediocre have often fought 
with the inept for the right to step into shoes far too large 
for either or both. But now the situation described has 
become so terrible that there are no candidates for leader- 
ship. All the men of power, wisdom, and rank have been 
removed. Children have taken over the government and 
when there is resultant chaos the masses look for a leader 


- and find none. Indeed, the man who has been strong 


enough to retain the possession of his father’s house is 
urged by the other brothers to exercise leadership. The 
possession of a garment sets a man off as one with an 
appearance of respectability, and, therefore, as one possess- 
ing capacity of government. 

Lord, may we learn to know only Thy governing hand. 


| WILL NOT BE A HEALER (3:7) 


The intrinsic meaning of his cry is one of fear—he sees 
the horrible state of affairs and knows that he could not 
possibly meet the need. “I don’t know how to be a healer.” 
It might be expressed, “I have no idea or formula for a 
cure.” What-would the average laborer, merchant, or small 
executive say if he were suddenly urged to become the 
nation’s leader? Would he have the remotest idea of how 
to deal with the complex problems of famine, unemploy- 
ment, transportation breakdowns, foreign affairs, and the 
other ramifications of governmental life? The best brains 
in the world are not able now to cope with the desire for 
high wages and low prices, the desire for low taxes and 
high government expenditure, and how to meet the need 
for peace on earth among men of ill will. Is it any wonder 
that the man with nothing more than clothing for himself 
cries out, “You shall not make me leader over the 
people”? 

Lord, be our governor. 


THEIR TONGUE AND THEIR DOINGS (3:8) 


Men’s deeds have always been against the Lord. From 
the beginning man has wanted to go his own way (Isa. 
53:6), and man’s way is always alien to God’s way. It is 
only in surrender to the Lord that there can be righteous- 
ness and joy. But to have man’s tongue against God shows 
the advance in human degradation with the passing of 
the centuries. At the time of Christ, the Lord described the 
state of the nation, “This people draweth nigh unto me 
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and still the stubborn Moslem citadels mock at our feeble faith 
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we reached the walled city of Kano with the greatest of 
ease. It seemed incredible that the explorers should have 
toiled and suffered and died where I so comfortably entered, 
yet Mungo Park, Hugh Clapperton, and Richard Lander 


ae over the Mediterranean Sea and the Sahara Desert, 


encountered heart-breaking frustrations and laid down . 


their lives early. So great was the fascination of Africa. 


An Unfinished Task 


A century and a quarter have passed since the Chan- 
cellor’s Gold Medal at Cambridge University was offered 
for English verse on the subject of ““Timbuctoo,” and the 
prize was won by an undergraduate of Trinity named 
Alfred Tennyson. From that time until after Livingstone 
and Stanley, Africa was front page news. But what strikes 
the traveler is the comparative newness of missionary work 
in Nigeria. It is only fifty years since the work of the 
Sudan Interior Mission or the Sudan United Mission began 
to go ahead, and only in the most recent years that open- 
ings have been made in the great Moslem North. Our task 
presents new facets, but it is far from finished. 

So bewildering is Africa that fifty years of work in Nigeria 
present us at one view with a vigorous African church eager 
to take over administration of its own affairs, and at the 
same time large areas in which seventeen millions of 
Mohammedans are only beginning to be accessible. The 
greater half of Nigeria’s population is still unreached. Here 
we make swift progress, there we meet stern opposition—for 
this is war! 

I was greatly helped in my endeavors to reduce the many- 
sidedness of strange Nigeria to some coherent pattern by 
the fact that I traveled much in airplanes, large, medium, 
and small. From Kano, the market to which caravans con- 
verge from across the desert, I flew in one day to Lagos, 
which was being deluged day after day by rain. From the 
arid North, at Maradi in Niger Colony, I reached in the 
afternoon that impenetrable belt of tropical forest and lush 
growth, and the great lagoon which long baffled explorers 
in their desire to trace the course, or find the mouth, of the 
Niger River. How quickly you can learn geography by air- 
plane! 


North and South 
Yet it was more than a geographical change of which 


18 Do you really want to be Christlike? 


I became aware. The North has a different history from the 
South. Horsemen, traders, and warriors from the North used 
to raid the peoples and tribes of the South and sell them as 
slaves. The Christian West entered Nigeria for the emancipa- 
tion of the slaves, so the Southern peoples have been ori- 
ented toward the West. They have largely absorbed the 
religion, politics, and education of the West, whereas the 
North looks eastward across the desert. Its spiritual home 
is Mecca. It is saturated with centuries of cultural influences 
from the Orient. On its soul lies the blight of the desert. 
If there were no eternity, an observer might succumb to 
the dignity and conservatism of the Hausa people, and feel 
the fascination of the copper-skinned Fulani with their 
features reminiscent of Nefertiti and other Egyptian prin- 
cesses. Horsemen in billowing robes and ample muslin tur- 
bans are a perfect delight to the eye, so straight and dignified 
as they sit astride these glorious Arab horses. An Emir at 
his palace is an impressive sight. The high forbidding walls 
with the rabbit-ear projections upward and the long hori- 
zontal drain-pipes outward, make the stranger feel an alien 
—they declare so plainly that he is excluded. And Moslem 


women are shut in. 


Esau and Jacob 


All this strong, clear pattern of society, though feudal and 
authoritative to the core, possesses an outward attractive- 
ness. Undoubtedly the British administration has shown a 
preference for this ancient system, and has been pro-Moslem 
in its attitude. It is so much easier to admire the qualities 
of Esau than to be fair to complex Jacob. But this world 
is not all, and restless Jacob was at least a pilgrim, lured by 
the beyond. And if the thrustful Southerner, from the 
Yoruba and Ibo peoples, is on the march, hard to predict, 
we have the consolation of knowing that it is easier to steer 
a vehicle that is in motion than to attack the vast inertia 
which in the Hausa people looks like stability and dignity. 

As over against the Northern horseman, erect and majes- 
tic, the teeming South shows up badly, for its overcrowded 
buses, dismal and ramshackle, lurch and swing with their 
precarious freight of Africans, all eager to be shuttled to 
their rendezvous at dawn and at dusk. Says Elspeth Huxley, 
“Lagos assaults you with its squalor and vitality.” The 
North, like the sphinx, looks at you with immemorial irony. 
The South orates at you, in speeches from its politicians 
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and in articles written by journalists almost entranced. The 
North seems immobile, with an Allegheny solidness. The 
South is volatile, an oil well erupting under tremendous 
pressure, soaring aloft until it spends its impetus. 

Two Nigerias 

There are at least two Nigerias. The unchanging North 
is not education-crazy, like the Yoruba and Ibo peoples of 
the South, and it is less permeated by democracy than the 
Ibos in the East, who no longer have a House of Chiefs 
within their constitution as the North and West still have. 
Yet even the North must yield to change. “Already the 
Western world’s solvent eats into the joints of the Islamic 
North.” The forest nations of the South, as one observer 
says, have subtle, intelligent, and complex qualities that 
may render them less innocent and likable than the un- 
progressive North. 

The possibilities of friction as between these two sections 
of society flared in the Kano riots of a year ago. Popular 
leaders of the South, like Dr. Nnamdi Izikiwe, taunted the 
Northern leader, the Sardauna of Sokoto, with resisting the 
national movement toward self-government and independ- 
ence, and charged him with complicity in political maneu- 
vers with the British to delay advance. So fierce was the 
feeling engendered, and so shocking the mutilations seen, 
that the public was scared. The result was that the Confer- 
ence on’ self-government with British leaders at Lagos in 
January of this year was a more sober, moderate, and tract- 
able affair than the London Conference in August of 1953 
had been. 


A New Look 


Self-government undoubtedly is coming fast. There is a 
new look in Nigeria. Not only is there a reversion from 
Western suits in men’s wear to the ancestral robes (yes, this 
is in the South!), but white men do not occupy the limelight 
nor hold administrative offices today in North or South, ex- 
cept at the very top. I was present when a new road bridge 
over a river was formally declared open. There was a great 
concourse of tribesmen. Chiefs in gorgeous robes of gold 
and lavender were there, seated under a canopy. When they 
moved, the great ceremonial umbrella, segmented in gay 
colors and surmounted by a large carved elephant, was 
carried to give shade. But though three British officials were 
present, theirs was only a subsidiary function, for the open- 
ing ceremony was performed and carried through by an 
African as central figure. He was Mr. Peter Achimugu, 
Minister of Land and Natural Resources in the House of 
Assembly of the Northern Region. A few days later, at Ilorin, 
I met the Minister of Health, also an African, and learning 
that I was a Scot he remarked that he had been in Glasgow 
and in Edinburgh, and had vivid memories of the floral 
clock in Princes Street. So Africa is on the march. Are 
Missions then at their final chapter? No. 


An Indigenous Church 


Our African brethren need us—of that I am sure. Some 
of my happiest hours were spent with the eager leaders in 
the Evangelical Church of West Africa, which came into 
existence during the past summer within the framework 
of the SIM, as a result of the Egbe Conference. Its president, 
Pastor David Ishola, is a man I trust whole-heartedly. All 
the other officials appointed are Africans, except the Vice- 
President, that wise, far-seeing, patient missionary, Douglas 
N. Blunt of Minna. Pastor Ishola is a teacher at our Igbaja 
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Seminary, reverent, devoted, self-effacing, charming, and’ 
most competent. Around him are young pastors, students 
wide awake, and near at hand are the numerous eager 
candidates in training for teaching posts. At Egbe and Omu 
Aran, in Kagoro and in Kaltungo, in three mission areas, 
the SIM has made the venture of training students (girls 
included) for Christian witness and service within the 
Government framework of national schools, just as the 
Sudan United Mission on a more impressive scale is doing at 
Gindiri. For patience and faith and vision we are needed 
still, and many young missionaries with high educational 
qualities are finding here a challenging sphere for faith. 


A Sense of Victory 


In many ways it is a new day. The surge of curiosity and 
progress is in the blood. He would be a poor missionary 
who despaired of his labors just because the African church 
has come through adolescence and desires to move! For all 
whose mental joints are not arthritic, the present is a time 
of opportunity and zestful enterprise in Africa. Speaking 
to groups of students I felt the thrill of their eagerness, and 
often did I long to stay among them. When I recall the 
crowded church at Oro Agor, and the keen, attentive faces 
of the elders, and the something altogether different that 
you recognize at once in women’s faces when those African 
women know the Saviour, I sense again the thrill of my 
visit, and marvel afresh at what God has wrought through 
the devoted labor of missionaries. Kagoro, Egbe, Biliri, Oro 
Agor—how the throb of these congregations comes back to 
me, and the sense of victory that I felt in the SUM stations 
of Panyam and Langtang and Forum! When an African 
pastor invites his chief and half a dozen missionaries to 
have coffee with him in his house, and all accept, the chief 
being also a Christian, the fellowship enjoyed is such as 
would reward the pioneers a thousandfold, if only they 
could return to marvel at what God has wrought. 

Two other chiefs are Christians, with their places in the 
Northern House of Chiefs. They well remember how their 
people had their dwellings on the tops of the hills, in the 
bad days when the Hausa slave-raiding made the high 
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One of the leading magazines said recently that 
more than one third of the nation’s population 
was interested in dieting. | told a friend about 
a woman who said, “I have lost forty pounds.” 
When the friend looked at her rather skeptically, 
she replied, “It is true. | have lost five pounds 
eight times.” The friend to whom | 
story said, “Dieting is like the Christian 
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THE INVISIBLE WAR 


- . 


CHAPTER 11 part 1 


SATAN’S ORGANIZATION 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


understood only if we first have a knowledge of some of 

the opposing forces and the nature of their organization. 
The Word of God is the revelation of truth, and it con- 
tains the revelation of truth concerning the vast host of 
adversaries in this war that are invisible to our eyes, but 
which play a definite part in our history and in our lives. 
These beings, some of whom are faithful to God and some 
of whom are in rebellion, are commonly known as angelic 


beings. 
Messengers 


We have pointed out earlier that the basic meaning of 
the original word for angel is “messenger.” The Oxford 
English Dictionary has several definitions of the word 
“angel,” two of which may be set down for our guidance: 
“A ministering spirit or divine messenger; one of an 
order of spiritual beings superior to man in power and 
intelligence, who . . . are the attendants and messengers 
of the Deity . . . 

“From the literal sense of the Greek angelos: 

“Any messenger of God, as a prophet, or preacher. A 
Hellenism of the Bible and theological writers; some- 
times an affected literalism of translation.” 

This literalism of translation has given us the word in 
English, for the word “angel” is not really a u<aslation but 
a transliteration. If the word had always been rendered 
by its true English equivalent, it would be found in our 
Bibles as the word “messenger.”” When we understand this 
it makes no difference that the Lord Jesus is identified 
as “the angel of the LORD,” or that the pastors of the 
seven churches of Asia are called “angels.” 

We will have a more complete idea of the word if we take 
the second dictionary definition and change it to make it 
read: “Any messenger of God, as a prophet, or preacher, 
or even Jesus Christ as well as the spiritual beings mentioned 
under the first definitions.” With this idea in mind we can 
proceed to study the orders of spiritual beings superior to 
man in power and intelligence, and differing from each 
other in the same way. 


T= are certain phases of the invisible war that can be 


Hierarchies 

Earlier we likened these varied ranks to the gradations 
of an army. Perhaps it would be even better to describe 
the comparison in the religious world. In the Roman 
Catholic system the various ranks include deacons, arch- 
deacons, bishops, archbishops, cardinals, and the Pope. 
It is common today to speak of such a gradation of ecclesias- 
tical dignities as a hierarchy, but this is a young word, as 
words go, not having been used for such a purpose until 
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the seventeenth century. Three hundred years earlier we 
find Wyclif using the word to describe “the three hier- 
archies” of the angels. This is an allusion to the fourth 
century work attributed to Dionysius the Aeropagite, who 
divided the heavenly beings into three hierarchies, each of 
which was supposed to contain three choirs or orders. 
The highest of these hierarchies was composed of the 
cherubim, the seraphim, and the thrones; the second 
included dominions, virtues, and powers; the third con- 
tained the others mentioned in Scripture, principalities, 
archangels, and angels. 

There is certainly some part of imagination in Dionysius’ 
division, although there can be no doubt that all of the 
words are to be found in the Bible. A good concordance 
will lead easily to all of the expressions except “virtues,” 
and this is the old English word which translates the Greek 
of a passage that speaks of “the mighty angels” (2 Thes. 
1:7). 

A Gradation of Power 


We are not too closely concerned with the writings of 
the mystics of the early centuries. The Scriptures, themselves, 
give us definite warrant, however, for the teaching that 
there is a gradation of power and intelligence, and that 
some beings of every rank have remained faithful to God 
and that some of every rank have followed Satan in his 
rebellion. 

Perhaps the simplest way of setting forth the truth is 
to give a sketch of the great picture and then to fill in some 
of the details. For His own reasons God has not been 
pleased to give us an etched portrait with every line finely 
drawn. But there are enough details that the picture need 
not be dull and hazy to the spiritual mind. 

If we revert to the military illustration, it would appear 
that angels of every rank in both camps are constantly 
at war with each other in the invisible realm; and that, 
since there is no question of putting one of these spirit 
beings to death, the victory or the defeat is gained by the 
application of power and the withdrawal of the inferior 
force. The importance of all this to believers in our day 
is that it can be demonstrated from the Word of God that 
the warfare in the invisible realm principally concerns in- 
dividuals in the human realm. 

In the book of the prophecy of Daniei, there is a revela- 
tion of truth to the prophet that includes, not merely the 
truth which he wrote down, but the method by which the 
truth was communicated to him through an angelic messen- 
ger. We are not here concerned with the prophecy, but we 
are concerned with the incidental teaching concerning the 
power and might of the messenger when compared to 
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Daniel, the messenger’s weakness when compared with an- 
other spirit being, and his ultimate triumph by the aid of 
the intervention of a still mightier spiritual being. 

We will take the story out of the mold of the King 
James Version, for the stately prose of that translation is 
so familiar to our ears that we sometimes lose some of the 
shades of meaning because of that familiarity and the 
archaic speech. 


The Answer to Daniel’s Prayer 

In the tenth chapter of his prophecy, Daniel tells of the 
appearance of a messenger of God who came in answer to 
his prayer. Daniel had been reading the prophecy of 
Jeremiah, and there was something in it that he did not 
understand. He prayed for enlightenment and three weeks 
passed without any sign of an answer to his prayer. Sud- 
denly, on the twenty-first: day there appeared a being 
described in the following terms: “Behold a certain man 
clothed in linen, whose loins were girded with fine gold of 
Uphaz. His body also was like the beryl, and his face as 
the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, 
and his arms and his feet like in color to polished brass, and 
the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude” (Dan. 
10:5, 6). 

This appearance, of course, was for the sake of Daniel’s 
eyes. There is no evidence in Scripture that this is the 
permanent appearance of the angelic being. On the con- 
trary, we can deduce from several passages the fact that 
angels do not have bodies in the human sense of the word. 
The last verse in the first chapter of Hebrews tells us that 
they are all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to 
those who shall be heirs of salvation. The Lord in His 
resurrection, showed His hands and His side to the 
disciples, saying, “Handle me and see; for a spirit hath not 
flesh and bones as ye see me to have” (Lk. 24:39). It would 
seem clear, therefore, that the angels are bodiless, though 
none the less real personalities. 


Daniel’s Reaction 

The effect of this appearance on Daniel and his com- 
panions was very marked. Daniel alone saw the vision, but 
the men that were with him, though they did not see the 
angel, were possessed of great quaking, so that they fled 
to hide themselves. Daniel says, “Therefore I was left 
alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no 
strength in me: for my comeliness was turned in me into 
corruption and I retained no strength” (v.. 8). 

Yet we shall see that this angelic visitant was an angel 
of low rank. We might say that he was a lieutenant in the 
forces of God. As soon as he was opposed by a major angel 
of the forces of Satan, he was stopped at once and could 
not go on with his mighty ministry in behalf of Daniel 
until there was an intervention by God Himself, who sent 
a still higher angel of the faithful ones to relieve the 
lieutenant from his struggle with superior adverse powers, 
thus permitting him to complete his mission to Daniel. 

The appearance of the angel had caused Daniel to fall 
into a deep sleep, with his face to the ground. The angel 
touched the prophet and set him upon his hands and 
knees and then spoke to him, saying, “O Daniel, a man 
greatly beloved, understand the words that I speak unto 
thee, and stand upright: for unto thee am I now sent” 
(v. 11). 

Daniel then stood trembling before him and heard the 
amazing story. The angel recounted that as soon as Daniel 
had prayed, twenty-one days before, his prayer had been 
heard in Heaven immediately and he, the lieutenant angel, 
had been sent with the answer. On the way he had to pass 
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- through territory guarded by angels that were faithful to 


Satan. These angels were evidently of the order of the 
principalities, for they are named the Prince of Persia and. 
the Prince of Greece. It was the first of these two, the angel 
revealed to Daniel, who had resisted him for twenty-one 
days, accounting for the delay in the answer to his prayer. 

Suddenly one of the mightiest of God's faithful angels 
appeared on the scene. This was none other than Michael, 
who is called, in Jude, the “archangel.” As soon as this 
great power joined the combat, the angel of the revelation 
was permitted to leave to bring the message through to 
Daniel. The story continues, with the content of the 
revelation and the impression made on Daniel by the 
angel, and then tells us that the angel told Daniel his 
own immediate plans. He was about to return to the 
scene of the conflict where he had been fighting with the 
Prince of Persia until Michael had intervened. He was 
going to take up the conflict there, and another of Satan’s 
angels would enter into the conflict, whether with the angel 
or with Daniel is not quite clear. This angel was called the 
Prince of Greece (v. 20). 

The introduction of Michael into the story leads us to a 
further illustration of the principle of domination by 
imposing the power of higher rank. Michael is described by 
the angel of revelation as being interested in the special 
prophecies concerning the Jewish people. The words are: 
“But I will show thee that which is noted in the scripture 
of truth: and there is none that holdeth with me in these 
things, but Michael your prince” (v. 21). Calling Michael 
“your prince” would be obscure were it not for the fact 
that later in the same book we find it written that “At 
that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which 
standeth for the children of thy people...” (Dan. 12:1). 
This would lead us to believe that Michael is God’s angel 
in charge of Jewish affairs upon the earth, and that since 
the Jews are chosen by God for special purposes Michael’s 
position is a very high one. In fact, he is the angel who is 
called the “archangel.” Dionysius speaks of the choir of the 
archangels, but the Bible gives no warrant for believing 
that there is more than one archangel. 

In the epistle of Jude we read, “Likewise also these filthy 
dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominions, and speak 
evil of dignities. Yet Michael, the archangel, when con- 
tending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, 
dared not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, 
The Lord rebuke thee” (Jude 8, 9). Michael is occupied 
with the task of burying the body of Moses. The book of 
Deuteronomy tells us of Moses’ death and the fact that 
he was buried by God Himself (Deut. 34:5, 6). Jude tells 
us that Michael was the messenger of God in this work 
and that Satan came to interfere with him. The reasons 
for the conflict are obscure, but we may suppose that they 
centered in the fact that there was to be something special 
in the manner of the disposition of the body of Moses 
since God had planned to raise him from the dead in the 
time of the t tribulation as one of the two witnesses 
(Rev. 11:3-6). The Pharisees had thus understood the 
prophecies and questioned both John the Baptist and Jesus 
to find out if either of them claimed to be Moses. 

At all events, Satan interfered with Michael’s work; and 
as Michael was of lower rank than the former chief-of-staff 
of the host of the Lord, there was nothing that Michael 
could do to Satan directly. He did not even bring against 
him a railing accusation because of the great dignity of his 
position as the anointed cherub. He did have avail- 
able, however, the power to call upon the Lord directly. 
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hrist’s Teaching about PRAYER 


Make it part of your life to follow Christ in the secret place, 
and learn from Him the joy of communion with God 


J. Stuart Holden 


as to learn and to understand the lessons in regard to 

prayer which Christ both taught and exemplified. After 
all, the secret of all true blessedness in the Christian life is 
to be found in the realm of prayer. No real blessing comes 
save by fellowship and communion with God in prayer, such 
as our Lord has made possible to His disciples. It is as we 
study the Gospels that we receive Christ’s teaching about 
prayer first-hand from Himself. 

First of all, His teaching regarding prayer is to be found 
not only in what He said, but in what He showed. He is 
here our great Example. The inspired writer of the epistle 
to the Hebrews declares that in the days of His flesh Christ 
offered up prayer to God His Father, and He was heard in 
that He feared. This, at least, was one of the prominent 
characteristic features of Christ’s life which impressed itself 
upon the mind of this servant of the Lord. He constantly 
exhorted His disciples to make it the business of their lives 
to pray. 


== can be quite so important to the Christian believer 


The Necessity of Prayer 


From Christ’s example in this respect there are three 
things to be learned. First His example in regard to the 
necessity of prayer. For even in His wonderful humanity, 
which differs in so many respects from that of sinful man, 
and yet which is so strangely akin and like to our own, He 
was never self-sufficient, but always God-dependent. 

As you read the life of Christ, as though for the first time, 
you are impressed with an entire absence of self-sufficiency. 
“I can of mine own self do nothing,” He says. “It is the 
Father who works through me.” When did our Lord pray? 
Frequently we read that He prayed all night; He frequented 
places of solitude in order to pray. He attended public 
worship in the synagogue but there must have been very 
much about that worship which struck Him as lifeless and 
spiritless. He prayed with His disciples, and they begged 
Him on one occasion to teach them how to pray. Moreover, 
He promised to come to His disciples whenever they met 
together to pray. “Where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in my name, there am I in the midst.” Christ prayed, 
as though in preparation for the great crises and events of 
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His life, and the great experiences that were to come to 
Him. That fact is most clearly shown in St. Luke’s Gospel. 
For instance, before His stilling of the tempest, He was 
found in prayer on the mountainside. Again He prays 
before He makes choice of those to whom should be com- 
mitted the perpetuation of His teaching throughout the 
world. It was after a night of prayer that He came forth to 
make such choice, upon which hinged and hung the future 
fortunes of His kingdom. 

Christ had been engaged in prayer to His Father, when 
Peter, speaking on behalf of those who had continued with 
Him, made that great confession of faith, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God.” And it was from that 
time onward that “He set his face steadfastly to go to Jeru- 
salem.” Before He evoked from Peter this expression of faith 
and confidence in Him, He prayed. Before His Transfigura- 
tion He prayed. Indeed, it was as He prayed that the vision 
of His countenance was changed. It was as He prayed 
that there appeared unto Him Moses and Elias. And before 
the greatest event of all, when He laid down His life as a 
sacrifice for the sin of the world, in the solitude of the 
Garden of Gethsemane, in the shadow of the olive trees, He 
prayed, and, as He prayed, “His sweat was, at it were great 
drops of blood falling to the ground.” 

Christ prayed also after the great events of His life, as 
though in completion of them, as though it were necessary 
for Him to get away and pray after His great works were 
accomplished, in order that their spiritual values might be 
assured and fixed. For instance, after the feeding of the five 
thousand, He went up into,the mountain to pray. After the 
healing of the sick, as they pressed around Him, as they 
were laid before Him—Christ withdrew to pray. And when 
He began His ministry at His baptism, when He identified 
Himself with sinful human nature, it was after He had 
prayed that the Spirit of God descended upon Him in 
visible form. 


The Comprehensiveness of Prayer 


Secondly, in His example Christ teaches the comprehen- 
siveness of prayer. We have very little record of the prayers 
of the Lord Jesus. Much of His prayer-life is unrecorded. 
But think of that great high priestly prayer in the 17th 
chapter of John. “Father, glorify thy name.” “Even so, 
Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight.” “Nevertheless, 
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not my will, but thine be done.” Complete submission to 
the will of God. We know that Christ prayed for His dis- 
ciples; He prayed for them, not only collectively, but 
individually. He singled out one of them who seemed to be 
in great need of prayer. “I have prayed for thee, Peter, that 
thy faith fail not.” He prayed for His enemies, for His 
murderers. He died praying, “Father forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” Oh, how comprehensive is His 
prayer, touching the very throne of God, and touching the 
lowest depths of human degradation which can crucify 
incarnate goodness and purity! 


The True Nature of Prayer 


Thirdly, Christ teaches also what is the true nature of 
prayer. Prayer to Him did not mean all asking and receiv- 
ing; it was not simply the proffering of definite requests, 
and the waiting patiently for subsequent answers. Rather 
was it the fullness of union with God; the union of two 
hearts; need flowing out, and grace flowing in. In His 
prayer life Jesus Christ revealed the truth that prayer was 
not the overcoming of God’s reluctance, but the co-operating 
with God’s willingness; that prayer was not the storming of 
a closed door, but the entering into an open door; that 
prayer was not opening a tightly closed hand, but taking 
from a generously open hand the rich provision and gift 
of divine love. 

So much do we learn from Christ’s own prayer life. The 
inference from this example which Christ gives to us is this: 
That what was indispensable for Him is infinitely more so 
for us His disciples. If He could not live without prayer, 
if prayer was indispensable for the Redeemer, how much 
more necessary is it for us, with all our limitations! If He 
could not live—and obviously He could not—without main- 
taining union with God in prayer, how foolish it is for us 
to try to live on a minimum of prayer, and a maximum of 
work! Someone once said, and said truly, that in these days 
the Church had expanded, and the world had enlarged, 
while the secret place had contracted, and Christians found 
it difficult to find the entrance to it. Oh, whatever else we 
fail in, we must not fail here; if we do, then we fail at the 
source. We must not allow grass to grow on the pathway that 
leads to the sanctuary. One of the lessons that life impresses 
upon us all is this—that it is not hours of work, and mo- 
ments of prayer, that bring blessing, but rather the contrary. 
It is the time that we spend in the secret place alone with 
God that brings the divine blessing into our lives. 


The Conditions of Prayer 


What did Christ teach in regard to prayer? He never 
labored to prove the fact that prayer is real, and the human 
need of prayer also is real. Christ knew that men needed to 
pray. But He did teach the conditions upon which prayer 
is answerable and successful. He gave directions as to how 
prayer was to be offered; and He gave very clear injunctions 
as to the subjects which were to be introduced in prayer. 

What are the conditions of prayer? First, prayer must be 
made in faith. “And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in 
prayer, believing, ye shall receive” (Mt: 21:22). The founda- 
tion of all prayer is faith in God’s power and willingness to 
answer. Just to know that God is almighty is not sufficient. 
We want to know that He is willing to do something for 
each one of His children individually for the fulfilment of 
His purpose, and the accomplishment of His glory. 
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Secondly, Christ taught that prayer must be offered in His 


Name. “Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, 
he will give it you” (John 16:23). Here is a simple illustra- 
tion. What is it that adds value to a check? It is not the 
amount that is filled in; that gives it no value at all. The 
value is the signature. And how true that is of prayer! It 
is because of Christ’s merit, it is because of the perfect 
propitiation which He has made for sin, that prayer is 
assured of answer when it is offered to God in His Name. 

Third, Christ taught that when we pray we must be in 
right relationship with others. He taught also that there 
must be subsequent acts of reconciliation with those with 
whom we may be at cross purposes; that there must be on 
our part a steady, maintained attitude of forgiveness. He 
taught also that there must be agreement in prayer with 
other believers: Christ was always laying stress upon the 
fundamental unity of all those who were His. Not only are 
we to pray for that which concerns and touches our own 
lives, but also for that which touches the whole Church of 
God. 


Directions for Prayer 


_Further, Christ gives explicit directions about prayer. He 
encourages persistency in prayer, persistency which expresses 
earnestness of purpose. This is illustrated in the parable told 
by Christ of the friend who came to his neighbor at mid- 
night seeking the loan of bread, and who was hearkened to 
because of his persistency. Such persistency does express in- 
tensity of purpose. Christ taught that prayer must be offered 
in humility. The prayer of the Pharisee in the parable was 
simply an expression of pride. But the prayer of the publi- 
can who beat upon his breast as he sought for God’s mercy 
was heard and answered. 

Christ taught also that prayer must be offered simply. 
“When ye pray, use not vain repetitions” (Mt. 6:7). There 
is a tremendous difference between persistency and mere 
repetition. Ask, and believe that your prayer is recorded. 
Seek, and believe that God is waiting to supply your need. 
Knock, and have faith to believe that your knock has been 
heard, and that His hand is on the latch to open the door 
and to bid you enter into blessing. The simpler we are in 
prayer the nearer we are to Christ, and the nearer we are 
to that ideal relationship into which Christ has ever sought 
to bring His people. Christ gives one other direction in 
regard to prayer, and that is that it must be engaged in be- 
hind closed doors. Shut out the world. Be alone with God, 
and with your own soul. There is more in this than mere 
ritual. Shut the door, for you are engaged in the greatest 
enterprise of your life. Shut the door, for none must invade 
that holy intimacy between you and God. Shut the door, for 
only so can you call in wandering thoughts. That is why 
we find it most helpful to pray with the eyes closed, lest 
the mind becomes distracted, and drawn off from the great 
central purpose of this tryst with God. 

Subjects for Prayer 

Christ also gave clear indications of the subjects for 
prayer. The Lord’s Prayer is the model prayer. It begins 
with the petition for the hallowing of God’s Name, for the 
coming of His kingdom and for the doing of His will. Then 


there are petitions for temporal necessities—for the supply 
of our daily bread, for forgiveness daily needed and daily 
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INTERNATIONAL 


LESSONS 


By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


UNIT D—THE SUM OF ALL WISDOM 


DECEMBER 26, 1954 
Thinking Realistically About Life 
Ecclesiastes 1-5; 12 
Printed Text: Ecclesiastes 1:2-3, 13; 2:1, 18; 
3:16; 4:1; 5:10-12; 12:1, 13-14 
Devotional Reading: Job 28:20-28 


INTRODUCTION Much has been written on 

the authorship of this un- 
usual book of the Bible. It has generally 
been suggested that Solomon was the writer; 
in fact there have been those scholars who 
have looked upon the three “wisdom” 
books—Canticles, Proverbs and Ecclesiastes— 
as of Solomonic authorship, and typifying— 
in order—his youth, mature experience and 
old age reflections. However, there have 
been many scholars of equal repute who 
have disagreed on this matter of author- 
ship. Today, among many students of the 
Word, it appears to be the concensus that 
a post-exilic writer penned the words of 
Ecclesiastes, possibly putting words into 
Solomon’s mouth as it were. Martin Luther 
seems to have been the first to deny the 
Solomonic authorship and since his time, 
there have been quite a few who have 
spoken in terms of Solomon as originally 
the writer, but later editors having made 
some changes. Some have considered Heze- 
kiah and his scribes (see Prov. 25:1) as 
having edited Solomon’s original writing 
of this book. However, there are still 
staunch advocates of the earlier view that 
Solomon wrote Ecclesiastes, notably some 
Roman Catholic scholars whose arguments 
are quite convincing. 

The word “preacher” which appears seven 
times in the is the translation of the 
Hebrew word Qoheleth, one who addresses 
an assembled group. The Septuagint trans- 
lates it by Ekklesiastes from which we get 
the English title. Actually, the Hebrew Bibic 
entitles the book either Qoheleth or Dibre 
Qoheleth, “Words of the Preacher.” The 
contents of the book consist in the thinking 
of the man of the world, as he sees things 
from the carnal viewpoint. It has often 
been asked why God permitted three books 
such as Proverbs, the Song and Ecclesiastes 
to be included in the canon, dealing as they 
do with so sensual, secular and carnal a 
viewpoint. We might merely suggest that 
God records in His Word what man is like 
—unregenerate, natural man, the carnal 
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man and the spiritual man. Ecclesiastes 
surely presents the groping of a carnal mind 
after some satisfaction—some summum bo- 
num or highest good which can bring peace 
to his soul. Thus we read of the trying out 
of pleasure, the testing of popularity and 
power, the search for and application of 
wisdom from a human point of view (“un- 
der the sun”); but all fail ultimately. In the 
final analysis, Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14 proves 
to be the only answer—pitifully weak to us 
who, as Christians, have come to find the 
answer in Christ, but an answer nevertheless. 


The Exposition 
ECCLESIASTES Verse 2 is the keynote to 
1:2, 3, 13 the entire book, and re- 
curs a number of times. Literally, the word 
“vanity” implies a fleeting, passing breath 
without firmness or endurance. As, for ex- 
ample, when you exhale on a cold day and 
see the vapor before your face which 
quickly disappears; so is the vanity of life— 
emptiness. The repetition of the word 
“vanity”—i.e., vanity of vanities—speaks of 
the superlative: the greatest vanity. It is 
common in Hebrew, as e.g., “holy of holies,” 
“heaven of “heavens,” “song of songs,” 
“lamentation of lamentations,” etc. Verse 3 
sounds most pessimistic, but in actuality it 
is the facing of reality, for it is true that 
man without Christ has only the rewards 
and success of this life to bolster his cour- 
age; nothing more. This verse brings to 
mind the question which Jésus asked: 
“What shall it profit a man if he gain the 
whole world . . .?” At least the author of 
this book was wise enough to realize the 
ultimate futility of a life without the hope 
of the great beyond. 

Skipping to verse 13 ( a very unwhole- 
some procedure, omitting what comes in 
between, yet dictated by those who — 
our Sunday School Lesson texts), we find the 
author describing his search. Observe the 
difference between “seek” and “search out.” 
The first is a penetration in depth—investi- 
gation of that which has already come to 
hand, more thoroughly; the second involves 
a wide survey of things not yet under con- 
sideration—the acquisition of new know- 
ledge in other spheres. This the writer 
tried to do to find satisfaction. But such 
knowledge and searching can never brin 
real knowledge of the Lord (see Job 11:7). 


ECCLESIASTES The “preacher,” having 
2:1, 18 found out that there is no 
lasting joy in secular wisdom, however great 
it may be, turned to pleasure (2:1). The 
sensual enjoyment of a carnal life was tried 
out as a possible means of bringing lasting 
joy, but the writer found this life to be a 


hollow. one indeed (v. 2). Instead of filling 
the emptiness of heart, such pleasures, when 
indulged in, only enlarge the void. Indeed, 
in verse 18, we find his seasoned considera- 
tion that, after all, even should he acquire 
riches and pleasure, possess everything 
temporal which he desired, what would 
come of it when the end of life approached? 
St. Paul had the answer to this when he 
wrote to young Timothy (1 Tim. 6:7). We 
brought nothing into the world when we 
came, and we will take nothing of this 
world’s s with us when we depart. 
Qoheleth realized this (v. 18); he would 
only have to turn it all over to his offspring. 


ECCLESIASTES Before we consider verse 
3:16; 4:1 16, let me call your at- 
tention to an important change in verse 11 
which is brought out by the RSV. Instead 
of “world,” the Hebrew should be rendered 
“eternity.” In other words, God has planted 
eternity in people’s hearts; every man has 
some consciousness of a life. beyond the 
ve. Denial after denial may come from 
his lips during life, but when life begins to 
slip away, an awful awareness of a future 
life creeps upon him. In connection with 
this, verse 16 tells us of the graft and cor- 
ruption which the writer observed. In the 
place of justice he saw wickedness; in the 
place of righteousness, there was iniquity. 
Crooked politicians are not a modern in- 
yention; Qoheleth saw them at work in his 
day. His conclusion in verse 17 enables us 
to see that he looked beyond his little period 
of time and saw the great assize of the 
future when God would take over. Quite 
apparently, the evil in government and 
commercial circles was widespread in the 
“preacher’s” day, for again in 4:1 ff., we 
find his disgust with conditions as they 
existed. Mankind was oppressed—the com- 
mon people, that is; the corrupt oppressors 
all power to brutally treat the 
pulace. Because of this, life for the writer 
lost all its worth and attraction (v. 2). 
Again, we may draw a modern parallel; how 
often the oppressions of life become too 
much for a harried soul; he feels he sim- 
ply cannot face the mountain of his prob- 
lems another day. And many take what they 
feel to be “the easy way out”; they run 
away from life, crack under its strain, be- 
come mental charges or, worse, suicides. We 
read about this in the papers every day. 
Again we can say with the writer that there 
is nothing really new under the sun. 


ECCLESIASTES There is a bit of sarcasm 
5:10-12 in this division of our 
text. Qoheleth turned away from the other 
means by which he had sought pleasure 
and happiness, to investigate the area of 
wealth and riches. How many are his de- 
scendants through the centuries—the “get 
rich quick” people who repeatedly fail to 
realize that the love of money is the root 
of all evil. To think that the person who 
acquires wealth does not have any more 
problems, is to be naive indeed. Observe 
the train of thought in verse 10 ff.: the one 
who once tastes of a bit of wealth will not 
be satisfied till he has acquired more—or, 
lust it all! Then too, “when goods increase, 
they are increased that eat them . . .”; that 
is, the acquisition of wealth increases one’s 
friends and long-lost relatives who sud- 
denly decide it is time to renew acquaint- 
anceship. Then, there is always the problem 
of theft and constant care must be taken to 
protect one’s possessions. The writer then 
says that the common laborer who, in Bib- 
lical times, earned a very low wage, did not 
have to worry about such things (v. 12); 
he could sleep peacefully for no one would 
trouble him or his few belongings. How 
very real much of this philosophy is in 
our own day of concentrated materialism. 
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Hundreds of excited, 
happy children will take 
part this month in their 
first Sunday school Christ- 
mas program. 


These children, living 
in rural communities in 
many parts of America, 
attend the 148 new Sun- 
day schools established 
this year by American 
Sunday-School Union mis- 
sionaries. 
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ECCLESIASTES The first seven verses of 
12:1, 13, 14 this final chapter of the 
hook gear a warning to young people to 
consider well their need of something more 
than secularism in life; to look to their 
Creator while they are young, rather than 
to sit around waiting till old age comes on, 
when there is no caer any inclination 
toward the things of the Lord. How true 
this is in the matter of conversions: few 
older folk come to Christ; most conversions 
are among the young or middle-aged, be- 
fore people become set in their ways. Many 
‘think that verses 3 ff. describe the human 
frame: keepers,” the knees; “grinders,” the 
teeth; “those that look,” eyesight, etc. Quite 
probable! And then, finally, the conclusion 
to which Qoheleth came after his trial and 
error attempts to find true happiness. All 
secular pursuits proved fruitless; there must 
be a a away from self to the Lord 
(13, 14). at a challenge for us as we 
face the new year—to know that God will 
bring every work into judgment. Let us 
therefore seek His will and accomplish it! 


FIRST QUARTER—1955 
CHRISTIAN TEACHING (DOCTRINE) 


JANUARY 2, 1955 
The Bible, Source Of Our 
Christian Teachi 
John 20:31; Acts 8:26-38; 17:10-12; 
Romans 15:4; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; 
Hebrews 4:12; 2 Peter 1:16-21 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 119:89-96 


GENERAL The lessons for the first 
INTRODUCTION three months of this year 
deal with the great doctrines of the Chris- 
tian faith. Such themes as the Scriptures, 
the person of God, the deity of Christ, the 
Holy Spirit, God’s grace, the new birth, the 
sacraments of the church and others will 
be the important issues dealt with in this 
| ee Actually, there is a great need today 
or doctrinal study to clear away some of 
the cobwebs and overrule the fuzziness that 
exists in much of our theological thinking. 
It is splendid to be familiar with the stories 
of the Bible. A knowledge of the poetry 
and historical sections is, of course, of 
great value. Prophecy can be a great stimu- 
lant to the Christian’s faith. But it is the 
clear, systematic presentation of doctrinal 
issues which can make and maintain Bib- 
lically sound believers. It is a known fact 
that those who have been grounded doctrin- 
ally early in life rarely depart from their 
religious beliefs in later life. It is the per- 
son who has had nothing more substantial 
to feed upon than Bible stories who is a 
fit subject for the cultist to work on, usually 
very successfully. Thus, we can be grateful 
that those who outline our lesson material 
for us have deemed it wise to include in 
these three months at least a study of some 
of the essential Christian doctrines. May 
teacher and student devote much time to 
becoming well saturated with doctrinal 
issues. 


DATES AND John. The Gospel of John 
SETTINGS was written by the apostle 
John late in his life, as a tract whose prin- 
= tae rpose was to bring people to Christ. 

1 can be dated somewhere in the 
vicinity of 85-90 A.D. Acts was probably 
written about 61 A.D., and records the ac- 
tivities of the early Christian movement 
from c. 30 A.D. to 60 A.D. The passage 
before us records events of c. 36 A.D. and 
c. 51 A.D. respectively. Romans. This epistle 
was written by the apostle Paul from 
Corinth to the church at Rome about 56 
A.D., while on his third missionary jour- 
ney. Hebrews. We accept the Pauline auth- 
orship of the book and date it somewhere 
around 67 A.D., though recognizing that an 
element of uncertainty does exist. For a 
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fuller discussion of the question, see the ' 
S lesson Jeg: nee for July 18, 1954. 2 
: ’ Timot y. This was Paul’s last letter—his 
rege Come to the 49th Annual “swan song”—written shortly before his 
/ Another death. It may be dated c. 67 A.D. 2 Peter. 
'y ns MOODY BIBLE Answer to Prayer! If Peter the apostle wrote the epistle—and 
ao there is quite some dispute over the issue— 
Q INSTITUTE Tuesday, Feb. 1 then it must be dated before his death 
a ; DEDICATION OF NEW | “hich was c: 67 or 68 A.D. 
a 7 ‘e TORREY-GRAY INTRODUCTION No one lesson, of course, 
\/ y could possibly cover all 
AUDITORIUM that might be said about the Bible. This 
we , study treats only a brief phase of truth 
7 Enjoy the comfort of upholstered seats concerning the Word, namely, the Bible 
.-- 2400 of them, constant circulation of as the source of Christian teaching. With- 
fresh air, four-manual pipe organ, and out the Word of God as a basis, there can 
special acoustics. See too, new William be no sound teaching of doctrine or practice. 
JANUARY 31 through H.Doane Music Building with private | This has been demonstrated by those who 
sound-proofed practice rooms. bave turned away from the truth of the 
FEBRUARY 6 Word; invariably, they have proved them- 
M selves false prophets, who lead their ad- 
herents into gross darkness spiritually. Let 
us not forget that the entrance of the Word 
HEAR THESE gives light (Psa. 119:130) and that God 4 
has exalted His Word above even His name 
NATIONALLY KNOWN Vl hi (Psa. 18:2). It will keep us from sin (Psa. 
CHRISTIAN LEADERS: 119:11), act as a light to our path (Psa. 119: 
Senay 105), be a raging fire to burn out impurity, b 
Dr. H. D. Burkholder | r | 5 ; i | | -~;.| | and a hammer to break up the hardness of 
ema the heart (Jer. 32:29). It is about this book 
Dr. 8. Maxwell Coder ut Tf ZH Bt ihat we are studying—this Word of God. 
Dr. W. A. Criswell ? For an outline of the lesson, we submit the 
Dr. William Culbertson following: I. The Purpose of the Bible 
* You'll be d ; (John 20:31; Rom. 15:4). Il. The Bible in 
Dr. E. Schuyler English Bible be fot so cme ‘catch avery Hove (Acts 8:26-38; 17:10-12). III. Admoni- 
Dr. Charles E. Fuller moment of its inspired singing, sweet fel- tion and Statement (2 ‘Tim. 3:14-17). IV. 
Dr. William E. Kuhnle lowship, and stirring messages. Your own What the Word Is (Heb. 4:12). V. On the 
. . Christian experience will be revitalized Interpretation (2 Pet. 1:16-21). 
Dr. David Laurie and deepened. _ 
Evangelist Eddie Martin The Exposition 
Dr. J. Vernon McGee Special Features: JOHN 20:31 In these two statements, 
< f Sci * Anton Marco, ROMANS 15:4 we have the purpose of 
Dr. Robert B. Munger Moody Seer ure wane vases Acregpgaad the Bible, in brief, given to us. John singled | 
Rev. Alan Redpath ere fe Ge ain out his own writing and reported his intent 
Dr. Paul S. Rees bs at in penning it. It was a “gospel tract” in- 
Sten ‘tee Oilk audtbeities tended to reach the unconverted and dem- 
wid <i a seed onstrate to them that Jesus was the Christ 
~ of God. Compare | John 5:13 where the 
same author told of his reason for writing 
M 8) Oo D Y B 5 B L E | | S T ! T U 2 § E that epistle—to Christians. But what John 
claimed for just the Gospel can, in general, 
820 N. LASALLE STREET * CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS be said for the whole Bible—particularly 
the New Testament: to show Christ as 
Pleas : ; re i Saviour, and Giver of life to those who be- 
ease mention ETERNITY when writing to our advertisers lieve on His name. And, to Christians | 
ee ee Frets a ——— —___— particularly, the apostle Paul wrote the | 
words of Romans 15:4. Naturally, he spoke 
the Colendan, hot : | of the Old Testament writings as contribut- 
>| ing toward the hope of the Christians as 
Sh well as their learning. That last named 
purpose—learning—ought to be stressed in 
VITAL IN THE LIVES OF ALL our day when so many turn to the Bible 
only when the going gets rough, of when 
Earn Extra Cash—Easy to Sell they are in dire need and feel a “return to 
Earn money for yourself or for Christian char- religion” might help. Scripture is written 
ity . . . sell the beautiful Scripture Text Calendar. for our learning, but it is not going to help 
The, Mewenger Colendor oa © sas us unless it is applied! But, as a part of that 
devotions. Suggest the use of calendars as gifts ont learning, come patience and comfort lead- 
you'll multiply sales. ing toward the ultimate goal of hope, or 
hat might well be called fid ! 
13 Religious Petre Send CHRIST-HONORING =| “ee ee aS 
in Fu jor ist ACTS 8:26-38 This second portion of 
YOUR SPECIAL PRICES AND PROFITS Christmas Cards 17:10-12 our study involves the 
Amt. Cost Sell for Profit queens we one ee matter of the Bible in action. The first , 
100 $28.00 $ 40.00 $15.00 lieve"’ assortment of 14 deeply re- reference takes us to the account of the 
200 48.00 80.00 32.00 ligious cards, $1.95. New series of Ethiopian eunuch and Philip the evan- 
300 69.00 120.00 51.00 21 distinctly beautiful Bible Verse gelist. Observe the preparation before the 
$4 Hy ew ag ee By amy ataeh ate evangelist reached him—the reading of the 4 
Word, through which the Holy Spirit 
Messenger Scripture Text Calendar softened the ground, making it ready for 
the Word s ann, Safer: See also the approach of 
Order direct from your own publishing house or— : the pe worker who walked alongside 
MESSENGER CORPORATION ~+ DEPT. E-I2 + AUBURN, INDIANA the Sariot listening as the queen’s treasurer 
Enclosed find $___ fer whith send ‘ee - Scriptore read aloud from words probably unfamiliar 
Dent Colanders, , sd eer we to him—the text of the prophet Isaiah, 
“i glen oN ; pees Yen. Somans weet, and whether in Greek or Hebrew it is uncertain. 
boxes Bible Verse Christmas Cards. Quite probably he a manuscript 
Nome Address which he had secured at Jerusalem where 
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. he had been, and was deeply engrossed in 


spelling out the truth contained therein. 
Notice how Philip kept emphasizing’ the 
Scripture; and see the effect the pointed 
sword of the Word brought about in the 
man’s life. This will always be so (Isa. 
55:11). 

We find a similar situation at Berea. Paul 
and his assistant went from Thessalonica 
to Berea and found a receptiveness there 
that delighted them. Again, it was the 
Word and their emphasis upon it -that 
brought the results. The people received 
the Word, and as a result searched *(lit., 
examined discerningly) the Scriptures every 
day to check up on the preachers. I have 
told the members of my congregation on 
several occasions that I want them to check 
up on any man who stands in our pulpit; 
check all that he says by the Word of God, 
and let him get away with nothing that is 
not in the Word. Such a practice, if fol- 
lowed by churches universally, would: stir 
some of our more indolent brethren to a 
greater sense of duty in studying the Word 
with more thoroughness. Then, notice verse 
2, and again you see the result of the min- 
istry of the Word: - many of them be- 


lieved . .. .” God always honors His Word 
with salvation or with spiritual growth. 

2 TIMOTHY Paul’s advice to young 
3:14-17 Timothy at this point was 


twofold: he was to continue in what he 
had learned, and continue in what he: had 
been assured of. There is a world of differ- 
ence in what we learn and what we are 
really convinced of. A child may acquire a 
wealth of knowledge through memory: and 
never have any convictions. He may memor- 
ize scores of Bible verses and never have 
any understanding of their true meaning. 
Such knowledge counts for little till it is 
absorbed. Thus, Paul urged Timothy to 
continue in both—head knowledge ° and 
“thought-through” knowledge. Verse 15 
offers a further practical use of Scripture— 
to make one wise to salvation. It is doubt- 
ful if anyone has ever been genuinely: con- 
verted to Christ without the Scriptures 
having played some part somewhere along 
the line. Then, verse 16 fcllows with the 
beautiful statement of faith concerning the 
inspiration of the Word. All Scripture is 
(1) “God-breathed” (Greek), and (2) profit- 
able. What it is profitable for is described in 
the words of the rest of the verse. == 


HEBREWS 4:12 The writer of these les- 

sons once preached a ser- 
ies of messages on this one verse, taking each 
of the important words and phrases which 
describe the Word. The teacher or student 
would benefit greatly from such a study, 
for the Word is (1) quick, or alive; (2) 
powerful, or energetic; (3) sharp; (4) divi- 
sive; (5) a discerner or critic. In those five 
descriptions there is sufficient material for 
a whole lesson for the average teacher or 
student to prepare. 


2 PETER 1:16-21 At this point, the apostle 

Peter took his readers 
back to the mount of transfiguration (v. 18) 
as a testimony of the power and coming of 
Christ. That great experience was a pageant 
of the coming kingdom of Christ © (Mt. 
16:28; 17:1-8) and proved to be one of the 
great evidences of Christ's Person to Peter 
as he said in this text.-On the basis of 
Peter’s conviction—and he spoke for -the 
others—he wrote verse 19, which could be 
paraphrased thus: “The word of prophecy 
is now much more certain (because of 
what we now know); therefore, let us take 
heed to it as unto a light .. . .”In other 
words, because Christ fulfilled prophecy in 
part by His first coming, we may be sure 
He will come again to fulfill the rest. So, 


prophecy is more sure! Verse 20 has been” 
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HOW WILL HEBREW CHRISTIANS SPEND CHRISTMAS 


At this Christmas season we are particularly concerned with 
the needs of Hebrew Christians in distress in Europe, Pales- 
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Alas! we are now gnawing at the end of them. Hungry 
mouths around me compel me to send you this S.O.S. 
call!” 





(3) “I tremble when I think of this winter. Inadequate 
nourishment renders cold even more intolerable. Only 
our faith in God gives us strength to endure. Your food 

parcels are of great encouragement to us.” 
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writers did not write of their own volition, 
jotting down odds and ends; they were 
motivated by the Holy Spirit to set down 
the mind of the Lord for His people. 


JANUARY 9, 1955 
The Living God 
Genesis 1:1; Exodus 3; Psalm 103:8-13; 
Isaiah 40:18-31; Matthew 6:9; 
John 4:23-24; 10:30; Acts 17:22-31 
Printed Text: Psalm 103:8-13; 
Isaiah 40:25-29; Matthew 6:9b; 
John 4:23-24; 10:30 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 42 


DATES AND Psalms—popularly called 
SETTINGS the “hymnbook of the 
Jewish people”—is a compilation of 
expressions of joy and sorrow, anticipation 
and discouragement. The Psalms were com- 
posed by various persons over a period of 
time. Some are pre-exilic; some exilic and 
others post-exilic. Most of the messages of 
the Psalms, however, are in reality timeless 
for they give voice to the yearnings and 
thoughts of men of all ages. Isaiah. The 
portion before us is one of the disputed 
sections of Isaiah commonly assigned, by 
the critics, to Deutero- or Second-Isaiah who 
is supposed to have lived in post-exilic 
times. There is sufficient reason, however, 
for accepting the traditional Isaianic author- 
ship of the whole book. The prophet Isaiah 
ministered during the reigns of Uzziah. 
Jothan, Ahaz and Hezekiah—portions of 
each of their reigns at least. We may date 
his ministry c. 740-701 B.C. Matthew. The 
division of this Gospel assigned to us records 
a portion of the Sermon on the Mount de- 
livered by Jesus at the outset of His Galilean 
ministry. John. The two sections of John’s 
Gospel given to us tell, respectively, the 
story of Jesus’ conversation with the woman 
of Samaria which took place on one of His 
journeys from Judaea to Galilee; and there 
is one of the great passages in which our 
Lord declared His deity before the religious 
leaders, at Solomon’s porch. 


INTRODUCTION This second study in the 
series on doctrine con- 
siders the person of God. The concept of 
God—or that of a supreme being—can be 
received through reason; man may, by 
thought processes, arrive at the realization 
that there must have been a “first cause”— 
a great power or mind back of the phe- 
nomena of nature. But he cannot, through 
reason, come to a knowledge of the true God 
—Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Such an 
idea can only come from God Himself 
through the means of revelation. God has 
chosen to reveal Himself through nature— 
His handiwork. But nature gives only an 
imperfect representation of God. The true 
and adequate picture must come through 
the Word of God. The Bible is, of course, 
the written Word; our Lord Jesus Christ 
is the living Word. 
We submit the following as an outline 
of the lesson material for this week: I. The 
Mercy and Grace of God (Psa. 103:8-13). 
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Ii. The Power of God (Isa. 40:25-29)._ III. 
‘ God as Father (Mt. 6:9). IV. Avenue of 
Fellowship (john 4:23, 24). V. God in 
Christ (John 10:30). 


The Exposition 

PSALM 103:8-13 There are those who 

dwell solely on the love, 
mercy and kindness of God, omsitting en- 
tirely His justice, holiness and righteous- 
ness; thus, they gain a false and distorted 
picture of His being. He is a God of love; 
of that we may be sure. But there are other 
qualities that go to make up His personality 
also. All of these must be. taken into con- 
sideration. On the other hand, however, 
we dare not slight the love of God, for the 
Bible speaks of it too often. Indeed, our 
text at this point paints a glowing portrait 
of Him as a Father of mercy and grace, 
motivated by His love. The word “merciful” 
tells us something of God’s compassion— 
His understanding of our human frailty. 
“Gracious” involves the putting into action 
of His compassion. It has been pointed out 
by others that love may reach up to the 
Lord, outward to one of one’s own kind, or 
down to one who is inferior, and still it 
may be love. But grace only reaches in one 
direction—downward to one who, in him- 
self, is helpless. Grace, therefore is love 
stooping to help. So, the Lord is compas- 
sionate, and His compassion compelled Him 
to stoop in grace. Verse 10 outlines the 
way God has not dealt with His le: He 
has not treated us as our sins and iniquities 
would have merited. Let us never forget 
that if we got what we really deserve, every 
last one of us would be in Hell. But (v. 11) 
His mercy is great toward those who fear 
(i.e., trust, have confidence in) Him. In a 
certain sense, verse 12 was prophetic, for 
God had not yet removed transgressions; 
He had simply covered them over. The 
Hebrew concept of atonement was not that 
of dissipating sins, but merely putting them 
aside—“under the blood of bulls and goats” 
—until such time as the Saviour would 
come to put sin away forever. Yet, the 
Psalmist here looked to the finished act— 
sins removed—as if already accomplished. 


ISAIAH 40:25-29 With this portion of 

Scripture, we turn from 
the tenderness and compassion of our lov- 
ing God to view His austerity, power and 
majesty. Here, He appears as the Sovereign 
of the universe, Creator and Maintainer of 
the heavens and earth. Indeed, it is as the 
Apostles’ Creed puts it: “. . . the Father 
Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth... .” 
The student who desires to really under- 
stand something of God as the Holy One 
is urged to take a good concordance and 
trace the use of the word “holy” in the 
Old Testament. Here, our text calls Him 
“the Holy One,” and so He is! He it is 
who is the Creator and upholder of all 
things (v. 26). One of the most beautiful 
poetic passages is verse 28, where the Lord 
asked, through the prophet, a series of 
questions and pointed out the magnificence 
of His power. Here we see Him as the 
living Lord about whom this lesson speaks. 


MATTHEW 6:9b Once more the thought of 

God as Father enters our 
view. We have already met with this idea 
in Psal:n 103:13 where His relationship to 
His children is specified: “Like as a father 
pitieth his children, so the Lord . . .” We 
phrase one of the great articles of the 
Christian faith when we speak of God as 
our Father. But again, a word of caution. 
Let us beware of the Satanic counterfeit of 
the “universal fatherhood of God and 
brotherhood of man” which is mouthed by 
so many of the religions of the world. Man 


loves to consider himself a child of God. 
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ATTENTION BIBLE LOVERS. . . The Cal- 
vary Baptist Church (unatiilia‘ed) of Braden- 
ton, Florida, on the beautiful Gulf of Mexico, 
is offering for vour blessing a great Winter 
Bible Conference from January 9 through 
April 20, featuring the following speakers: 
Dr. E. Schuyler English (Expositor; Editor 
“Our Hope’); Rev. Fred G. Kendal (Jewish 
Missions); Dr. Homer Hammontree and Rev. 
Paul Beckwith (Musical Evangelists); Dr. Nor- 
man B. Harrison (Author and Expositor); Rev. 
Harry C. Trover (H.C.J.B.—Ecuador); Dr. 
Roberson (Pres. Tennessee he gy 4 Hg a 
Dr. Andrew Telford (Expositor); Vv. D. 
Geren (Bible Teacher); Dr. T. bikes Dun- 
ham (Editor; Pastor; Teacher); Dr. J. Sidlow 
Baxter of Scotland (Expositor and Evangelist). 
For further details, write 
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ly because he is a creature of God. The 
wibke teaches that only the redeemed and 
regenerate are the true children of God. 
We cannot join together all of the religions 
under some sort of Bahai eclecticism and 
insist that all are God’s children. What a 
mongrel, motley family God would have! 
In the Old Testament, God was Father to 
His people Israel by virtue of the covenant 
they Trad with Him. In the New Testament 
era, He becomes Father only to those who 
have been brought into this relationship by 
their personal faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. But Father He is to all such and 
they may approach Him as a child ap- 
gan his parent for understanding and 
love. 
JOHN 4:23, 24 In order to understand 
this passage, we must 
keep in mind that man is a three-fold be- 
ing. Man has a body which is the covering 
or housing place in which he, himself, lives. 
But man is a soul; his soul is his being, 
personality, ego, mentality—that which 
makes him different from those round 
about him. But even animals have this 
much, for every animal has a body and is 
a soul in the sense of possessing an individ- 
uality about him. However, man was given 
a third portion of being—his spirit. This is 
his God-consciousness; his avenue of fel- 
lowship with His creator. Thus we may say 
that man can only truly make contact with 
God in the realm of spirit: Recall Romans 
8:16—“the Spirit Himself makes intercession 
with our spirit . . .”—which assures us of 
the avenue of fellowship with God. So in 
our text: “they that worship Him must— 
not may—worship . . . in spirit . . . .” The 
unregenerate man, whose spirit lies shriveled 
and atrophied within him is incapable of 
making contact or having fellowship with 
God until his spirit has been made alive. 
This is only possible through the new birth. 


JOHN 10:30 Following hard upon the 

beautiful passage which 
teaches the eternal security in Christ of all 
of God’s people (v. 28, 29), we find this 
brief, yet poignant, statement: “I and my 
Father are one.” Many have been the at- 
tempts to twist the meaning of this verse 
to distort the true meaning of Christ—that 
He was and is God, and is the Revealer of 
God to man. Jesus did not mean that He 
and the Father were one in purpose—that 
is, that He had the same goals which the 
Father had established. ‘This was true, of 
course, but the meaning of this verse goes 
deeper. He referred to Himself as God; I 
and the Father are one in essence—in being. 
That the Jews—so alert to claims which 
might be interpreted as blasphemy—under- 
stood what Jesus meant, there can be no 
doubt. Observe how they sought to stone 


Him. 
CONCLUSION This lesson seeks to pre- 
sent God to us as the Liv- 


ing One who is Creator with all of the 
majesty that such an office involves; but 
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also, that He is One who so loved that He 
gave. The lesson further indicates that 
the only avenue of true fellowship. with 
God is found in the spirit realm in Christ 
who is the way, the truth and the life. 
Man’s spirit is united, at the new birth, 
with God’s Spirit through a supernatural 
experience. God is then the Father of those 
who build their hope in Christ alone, and 
Christ is God manifest in the flesh. What 
a host of rich truths are contained herein 
for teacher and student alike. 


JANUARY 16, 1955 


Christ, The Son Of The Living God 
Matthew 16:13-17; John 1:1-14; 5:17, 18; 
14:8-14; 17:1-5; Philippians 2:5-11; 
Colossians 1:15-20; Hebrews 1:1-4 
Printed Text: Matthew 16:13-17; 
John 14:8-14 


Matthew. The assigned 
SETTINGS rtion records events at 
Caesarea-Philippi, place of the turning 
point of Christ’s ministry and the first 
definite mention of the Church. The date 
was c. 29 A.D. John. The fourth Gospel is 
different from the Synoptics though it was 
written for the same purpose—as a tract to 
convert the unsaved. The first designated 
portion can be called the “prologue” or 
introduction—highly philosophic in ap- 
proach. The second division (Ch. 5) re- 
cords an event at the Jewish pool of Beth- 
esda—house of mercy or grace. Chapter 14 
reports Jesus’ interview with Philip, the 
puzzled disciple; and, of course, Chapter 17 
is the high-priestly prayer—the true “Lord’s 
Prayer.” Philippians. One of the “prison 
epistles,” this letter was written by Paul 
shortly before he was realeased from the 
first Roman confinement, c. 61 A.D. The 
beautiful portion is known as the “kenosis” 
passages, from the Greek word for “emp- 
tied” (Phil. 2:7 RSV) or “made of no repu- 
tation” (AV). Colossians. Also one of the 
“prison, epistles” dated c. 60 A.D., this 
letter was written to the local church at 
Colossae to combat serious doctrinal error 
in the local church which Paul had never 
visited. Hebrews. A letter written quite 
probably by Paul to warn so-called Hebrew- 
Christians to break with their Hebrew 
tradition and go all-out for Jesus Christ. 
The authorship has been much in dispute. 
See July 18, 1954 lesson commentary in 
Eternity for fuller discussion. 


INTRODUCTION It is fitting that all three 

Persons of the Trinity— 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit—receive treat- 
ment in this current series on Bible Doc- 
trine. In last week’s study, we gave our at- 
tention specifically to the Father; this week, 
to the Son, Jesus Christ; and next week, we 
shall study the Holy Spirit. Much could be 
said about the Lord Jesus Christ, of course; 
more than we, in a commentary of this 
type, could have space for. Those who 
choose our lesson portions have done a 
distinct’ service by prescribing those texts 
which interpret best our Lord’s divine 

Tson. 

We suggest the following for an outline: 
I. A Revelation from God (Mt. 16:13-17). IL 
Answering a Puzzled Follower (John 14:8- 
14). III. Notes on Other Passages: A. The 
Word and Light (John 1:1-14); B. Equal 
with God (John 5:17, 18); C. The Form of 
God (Phil. 2:5-11); D. Image, Firstborn and 
Head (Col. 1:15-20); E. God Spoke through 
H's Son (Heb. 1:1-4). 


DATES AND 


The Exposition 
MATTHEW It is to be noticed that, 
16:13-17 up until this chapter, the 
Lord Jesus had been speaking principally 
of the coming kingdom. He had come to 
offer Himself as King, and present a king- 
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dom to His people, the Jews. But they 
had rejected Him and the kingdom, and it 
was now time for Him to offer His revela- 
tion of the Church. This He did by ques- 
tioning the disciples as our text suggests, 
leading to the first mention of the Christian 
Church He was to build on Peter’s great 
confession of faith. The place was Caesarea- 
Philippi; the confession was made by the 
self-appointed spokesman of the group of 
Jesus’ followers, Simon Peter. Let it be 
noticed that, in Biblical times, there were 
diverse opinions as to the person of Christ 
as there have been down throughout the 
centuries since that period. Examine the 
views religious groups have of Jesus today 
and you will find them varied. The fact 
still remains that no one can call Jesus 
Lord, except by supernatural revelation 
(1 Cor. 12:3). So, when Peter spoke out so 
forcefully claiming Jesus as the Christ of 
God, it was a clear indication that He had 
been so instructed by God. This is what 
Jesus meant by verse 17. Peter had not 
dreamed up this truth by himself; the 
Father had given it to him. So it must al- 
ways be; man cannot truly appreciate nor 
understand the person of Christ until he has 
been born again and received instruction 
through the Holy Spirit. 


JOHN 14:8-14 Philip had just heard the 
dogmatic, categorical de- 
claration that Jesus Christ was the way, the 
truth and the life; that no one could possi- 
bly come to the Father except by Him. He 
had heard Jesus claim that the disciples had 
already seen the Father (v. 7). The whole 
thing: puzzled him. Philip was a man of 
action, as reference to the first mention of 
him would indicate (John 1:43-46); he had 
little time for careful thought, or puzzling 
out philosophical discourses. “Show us the 
Father” was an honest plea of a man who 
wanted to get all possible out of his faith, 
and yet had not taken the time to think it 
through. Perhaps he wanted a vision such 
as God gave to Moses when that venerable 
gentleman cried out “Show me thy glory!” 
It remained for our Lord to_ increase 
Philip’s understanding; to show him that, 
having seen Jesus Christ, he had seen God. 
And that, though the Son of God should 
shortly go away, the remembrance of His 
presence would be brought back again 
and again by the Holy Spirit who would 
replace Him. And, subsequent to His de- 
parture, our Lord would give greater prom- 
ise to the disciples (v. 13, 14). The eternal 
God can only be approached through the 
means He Himself has ordained—the Lord 
Jesus Christ, His Son. He who sees Christ, 
has_seen the Father! 


NOTES ON OTHER The following portions of 
PASSAGES Scripture do not belong to 
the printed text of the lesson, but there are 
some matters contained therein which 
ought to receive some treatment in a lesson 
such as this; matters which might be other- 
wise confusing, and which might throw 
greater light on the whole lesson. Con- 
sequently, we are treating them briefly 
herewith. 


We use the medium of 
words to convey our ideas 
and thoughts to others; without words, it 
would be virtually impossible, or, at best, 
impractical to get along together, so ac- 
customed have we become to the verbal 
form of intercourse. So, when God desired 
to reveal Himself to man He chose the 
means man would understand—human 
speech. Christ, second — of the Trinity, 
became the channel of communication—the 
Word made flesh. And, subsequently, the 
written Scriptures were the Word replacing 
the living Word who ascended to Heaven. 
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JOHN 1:1-14 


Thus has John set forth the Lord Jesus as 
the Word of God. But, at the same time, 
he has treated Him as the Light. There 
can be no free and pleasant fellowship be- 
tween persons in darkness. The Bible sev- 
eral times speaks of “outer darkness” as the 
lot of the eternally condemned. Has the 
reader ever stopped to consider what such 
outer darkness would be iike? A total exist- 
ence without one ray of light; persons grop- 
ing about endlessly in a Stygian blackness. 
There are those who insist that they will 
have plenty of company in Hell, and thus 
they laugh off their relationship to Christ. 
Yet, what good will such company do them 
if there will be no possibility of finding one 
another. Christ, the Light, came to bring 
light to darkened souls. ‘To as many as re- 
ceive Him, He gives light and life. Such 
persons are not born again through parental 
religion, nor by self-determination that 
they will be saved, nor by an act of religi- 
ous authorities; they are born of God (v. 
13). 


Throughout His earthly 
ministry, Jesus faced the 
opposition of the religious authorities who, 
through jealously and hatred, did all in 
their power to thwart His effectiveness. 
His claims to deity, made on several occa- 
sions, were always taken as challenges and 
His enemies sought His life. There was no 
mistaking the meaning which our Lord 
sought to convey, and which the religious 
authorities recognized as having been con- 
veyed. Verse 18 tells us that they well knew 
He was claiming equality with God. 


JOHN 5:17, 18 


PHILIPPIANS In further consideration 
2:5-11 of Jesus’ claims to equality 
with the Father, this passage bolsters the 
idea. The apostle Paul tells us that Christ 
considered such a relationship as not being 
something to be grasped at, but as natural. 
Yet, in spite of His deity and glory, He 
descended to the cross. The words “made 
Himself of no reputation” translate a Greek 
term that implies the taking off of a gar- 
ment—divesting oneself of glory. Christ did 
not leave His deity in Heaven; only the 
glory that surrounded thet deity. He was 
just as much God on earth as in Heaven. 
The ultimate purpose of the cross is seen in 
verses 9-11. 


COLOSSIANS The Jehovah’s Witnesses 
1:15-20 have twisted this passage 
around so that it would seem to uphold 
their contention that Christ was not the 
eternal God, but only a created being, first 
of God’s creations. The word “firstborn” 
here might seem to support that view. How- 
ever, the word prototokos, “firstborn,” 
speaks of His position as Heir of all things, 
by virtue of the fact that He was the eternal 
Son; this is the rightful meaning of “first- 
born” as used by Paul here. Here, Christ 
is the image (eikon) of God, implying the 
manifestation of eternal glory for the eyes 
of man. He is the firstborn; and He is the 
Head of the body—the Church. Indeed 
(Col. 2:9) in Christ all of the fullness of 
the Godhead dwells bodily. 


HEBREWS 1:1-4 In the writing of this 

great epistle, the writer 
has sought to compare Christ with prophe- 
tic spokesmen, angels, Moses, etc., and show 
Him superior to them all. The first four 
verses begin this contrast, and demonstrate 
the fact that Christ is the Word, through 
whom God has spoken His message to 
mankind. Give particular emphasis to 
verse 3, a beautiful description of our Lord 
Jesus Christ—who He is and what He has 
done. 
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A Day with Dr. Day 


By Ralph L. Keiper, Book Review Editor 


T years ago last summer it was my 
joy to visit with Dr. and Mrs. Rich- 
ard Ellsworth Day at their home in 
Sunnyvale, California. A lovely white 
cottage is separated from Dr. Day's 
studio by a beautiful garden where grow 
many plants whose original home was 
in the Holy Land. This transplanted 
Eden is called “Cedar-Palm,” naming 
but two of the various plants, shrubs, 
vines, and trees which surround the 
house and studio. 

I captured the spirit of my visit by 
tape recording and, as I write, I hear 
the voices of my host and hostess at my 
elbow, as clear as though they were 
sitting beside me here in my study. 

“Dr. Day,” I asked, “How did you 
come to write biographies?” He 
answered, “I have always been im- 
pressed with the working of the grace 
of God in the heart of a man. The 
common man, under divine grace, is 
capable of doing anything Jesus wants 
him to do. All that God needs is a heart 
which is dead in love with Jesus. I was 
troubled about my writing Christian 
biography and then I found that the 
thirteenth chapter of Hebrews gave me 
a Scriptural warrant. At verse seven we 
read, ‘Remember them that had the 
rule over you, men that spake unto you, 
the Word of God, and considering the 
issue of their life, imitate their faith.’ 
I felt that not only would it be a 
benefit to my own soul but to the 
souls of many to present the life story 
of men who walked with God.” 

I then asked him, “Dr. Day, how is 
it that your biographies seem to live, 
there is a freshness about them? How 
do you capture the spirit of your char- 
acters?” “Well,” he pondered, “I live 
with them. This studio has had the 
welcome mat out for many of God’s 
dear children. They have marched 
across in front of me and I have had 
communion with them. As I sit at my 
desk and gaze out into the garden I 
expect one of my characters to walk 
through the gateway, come down the 
path, enter the studio here and tell me 
his story. I learned a great lesson from 
the son-in-law of Sir Walter Scott who 
writes, in the biography of his father- 
in-law, that he never wrote a line of 
the book until his shadow touched every 


spot where his subject had traveled. In 
all of the biographies I have written 
I have tried to visit the places where 
each of my subjects lived.” 

At this point I asked him how many 
biographies he had written. “I have 
written ten thus far,” he replied, “and 
I have about sixteen in process. Mrs. 
Day is a great help to me. She does 
all the stenographic work and types 
the manuscript for me. I do not know 
what I would do without her.” Mrs. 
Day, who later came into the studio 
to join us, is a bright personality with 
her feet on the ground. She is much 
interested in her husband’s work and 
one can see that they have great happi- 
ness in working together. 

Dr. Day went on to tell me that after 
visiting the spots where his hero lived, he 
begins his research. He makes ten or 
twelve thousand three by five cards 
which contain the details of his subject. 
His study walls are hung with pictures 
depicting the scenes which have played 
a part in the life of the one who is 
the subject of the work. His picture 
lies under a glass on the desk of the 
writer. Gradually, after he has lived 
with the subject for many months, the 
outline of the book begins to take 
shape. Not all the cards are used. Only 
those which will make his subject live 
are included in the book. 

Titles are important to Dr. Day. He 
endeavors to have the name of his book 
capture its spirit. Thus his volume, 
Rhapsody in Black, telling the life story 
of John Jasper, was chosen because the 
subject, an uneducated Negro, loved 
his Lord and would go into indescrib- 
able language to tell about Him. A ver- 
bal rhapsody in black he was, singing the 
praise of his Redeemer. When Pilgrim 
Rang the Bell was the title of his work 
on the life of John Bunyan. Dr. Day 
chose this title because he remembered 
that it had been recounted of Bunyan 
that while he was sexton of a church, 
when he rang the big bell for service, 
he heard it say to the cadence of the 
clapper MY grace IS sufficient FOR 
THEE, for thee. 

Dr. Day may be considered an evan- 
gelist in print. He desires that through 
all his works his readers may see how 
the grace of God has taken a man in 


sin and has raised him to the privileges 
of the divine nature, with the hope 
that the readers who know the Lord 
will determine to grow in grace, and 
that the readers who do not know Him, 
will accept the Saviour whom our writer 
loves so dearly. 

You may not be able to spend a 
day in Dr. Day’s home. You can spend 
hours with him through his books, en- 
joying with him the grace of God in 
action in the life of one for whom 
Christ died. 


The Religious Bodies of America. F. E. 
Mayer. Concordia Publishing House. 
562 pp. $6.95. 

The title of the book is somewhat mis- 
leading. It is actually a theological examin- 
ation of the major bodies of Christendom 
with special reference to their American 
representatives. It is a treatise on compara- 
tive symbolics or comparative theology. 

It is a beautifully printed and bound 
book. It is printed in double columns and 
on a very high grade of paper. Each section 
has appended a working bibliography. Be- 
sides this there is a general bibliography 
and a glossary of dogmatic theology. 

Mayer taught for years at Concordia 
Seminary, and was editor for some time of 
the Concordia Theological Monthly. His 
guide or rule of faith throughout the book 
is strict, confessional Lutheranism. He deals 
with the theological beliefs of the Eastern 
Orthodox Church, the Roman Catholic 
Church, Lutherans, Calvinists, Arminians, 
the unionizing churches, the Mennonites, 
the Quakers, the Unitarians, the healing 
cults and the theosophic cults. In every 
case the exposition is clear, lucid and 
documented. 

He has a section, “The Millennial Groups” 
(Part VIII), in which he discusses dispensa- 
tionalism, premillennialism, postmillennial- 
ism and amillennialism. Lutheran Confes- 
sional theology although permitting certain 
forms of premillennialism (i.e., millennial- 
ism must not be based on a revival of Jew- 
ish state or culture), is generally a-millen- 
nial. Hence Mayer has a criticism of dis- 
pensationalism and premillennialism and 
cites Dr. Barnhouse by name. 

Part IX is also very interesting in that it 
deals with such topics as Fundamentalism, 
Modernism, Neo-orthodoxy and all the 
council movements among liberals and con- 
servatives alike. 

This book can serve as a text for a course 
in comparative theology, and certainly as 
a reader for several other theological 
courses. It is a valuable reference work. for 
any pastor. And it is an excellent introduc- 
tion to the various theological systems in 
Christendom for any young theological stu- 
dent who wishes to find his way around in 
this field without reading through a small 
library. 

BERNARD RAMM 

How to Be a Board or Committee Member. 
Roy Sorenson. Association Press. 64 pp. 


$1.00. 

This book deals with the broad field of 
board and committee membership in busi- 
ness, civic affairs and voluntary agencies, the 
latter, of course, including religious or- 
ganizations. 

Many of the early chapters give state- 
ment to the obvious but it is not a waste of 
time to have these principles refreshed in 
our minds. The chapter on “Meeti of 
Boards of Directors” contains much help- 
ful material as well as some interesting 
caricatures which every member of an or- 
ganization working for the Lord Jesus Christ 
should study to avoid being included. 
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Probably the most helpful section of the 
- book is the chapter entitled “The Chairman 
and the Executive.” If the proper officials 
of each board would study this, it would 
unquestionably make the Lord’s business 
flow more efficiently and cut down the 
amount of time wasted in unnecessary dis- 
cussion at board meetin; 

The chapters on “The Politics of Boards” 
and “The Spirit of Boards” are also very 
helpful and important. The book can be 
read in less than two hours without diffi- 
culty and in a day when Christians too 
often accept positions on boards and com- 
mittees without realizing or facing up to 
the responsibilities involved, it would be 
very wise for every board member of Chris- 
tian organizations and the executives of 
the organizations to read and study this 
small volume. 

| Sy 


The Story of the Manger. William Allen 
Knight. W. A. Wilde Co. 52 pp. $1.00. 
Through Knight’s quotation from Henry 

Van Dyke, in his foreword, it is evident that 

his purpose in this book is to emphasize the 

birth of the Lord Jesus Christ more than 

His death. The quotation states that the 

Nativity had been dimmed by the early 

Christians who had been “predominantly 

impressed by the death and resurrection 

of their Lord.” Since the author thinks this 
emphasis was caused by the persecution in 
the early church, he seeks to change it for 
the present day of “ cheer and good 
will and good doing.” The appeal seems to 
be to an insipid sentimentalism to bring 
peace throughout the earth. Therefore the 
circumstances that pertain to the birth of 

Christ are magnified at the expense of the 

One born at Christmas. 

Such phrases as “the magic of Christmas 
working wonders,” “the land where the 
manger was found had become as real as 
the region of snow and ice from which 
Santa Claus came,” “this wonder (of 
twentieth-century good will and giving to 
the poor) climaxes the story of the manger,” 
and other like expressions would lead a 
Bible-taught Christian to consider the book 
not harmless but dangerous. 

R. Iona LysTER 


Commentary on the Book of the Acts. 
F. F. Bruce. Eerdmans. 555 pp. $6.00. 
In the field of Biblical interpretation, the 

book of The Acts has posed a large share of 

practical problems. There are just not many 
commentaries of high caliber that have been 
produced in our century. The new conserva- 
tive series of commentaries entitled—The 

New International Commentary on the New 

Testament—now presents its fifth volume. 

Already available are the commentaries on 

Luke, James, and John (epistles), First 

Corinthians, and Galatians. 

F. F. Bruce is head of the Department of 
Biblical History and Literature in the Uni- 
versity of Sheffield, England, and editor of 
The Evangelical Quarterly, a theological 
journal of wide reputation. 

In this work on The Acts, Dr. Bruce, who 
has already in print a critical study of the 
linguistic, textual, and historical aspects 
of the Greek text, presents in the exposition 
and the footnotes a considerable amount of 
material not previously given, drawn from 
his detailed knowledge of classical and his- 
torical New Testament research. 

This treatment is on a semi-popular level. 
It is written in attractive and easily under- 
stood style. The indexes are of great value. 

The author at points bows before modern 
theology. In the field of eschatology, the 
amillennial approach is embraced. Never- 
theless there is a climate of devotion to 
the Lord Jesus Christ that satisfies the heart 
as well as the head. 


Douctas B. MAcCOorRKLE . 
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The Delights of Life. V. Raymond Edman. 

Zondervan. 268 pp. $2.00. 

Those who have been helped in past 
years by the devotional books of Wheaton 
College’s president, Dr. V. Raymond Edman, 
will welcome this new addition to his grow- 
ing list of publications. The various chap- 
ters of The Delights of Life were delivered 
originally to the student body in the col- 
lege chapel, and the written form has pre- 
served the informal style of the author. 
Each chapter is based upon a beatitude of 
either the Old or New Testament, in which 
alone the true and unfailing secret of hap- 
piness can be found. 

Dr. Edman’s insights into the Christian 
life are practical, helpful, and well illus- 
trated from various devotional classics. This 
little volume will be especially welcome to 
Wheaton graduates and students who will 
be enabled through it to “revisit” the col- 


lege chapel. 
R. I. Brown 


The Directory of the Devout Life. F. B. 
Meyer. Baker Book House. 191 pp. $2.00. 
The gospel is adorned with a spiritual 

eloquence and beauty when given utterance 

by the pen of F. B. Meyer. Threadbare souls 
of the twentieth-century church will make 
no, better start in the devotional life than 
through an acquaintance with F. B. Meyer, 
and of his many books, no better could be 
chosen than The Directory of the Devout 

Life, the sub-title of which reads Medita- 

tions on the Sermon on the Mount. 

To those who so dispensationalize the 
Sermon on the Mount as to allow it no valid 
claim on the Christian believer, the exposi- 
tion will be a particularly worthy correc- 
tive. Here is a careful weaving together of 
the divine standards for life on the highest 
plane with the principles of attainment only 
through the enablement of the Holy Spirit 
in the life of the truly redeemed. The shal- 
low objection lodged against this portion 
of Scripture, namely, that salvation by 
grace is not set forth, is ably met in the 
statement of purpose and relationship to 
that basic doctrine. 

The book is not a ranking volume for 
study of the Sermon on the Mount, though 
it would prove suggestive to any such study, 
but it adequately fulfills its title as a “dir- 
ectory of the devout life,” and thus is a wel- 
come addition to the reading of all who 
hunger and thirst after righteousness, and 
who desire above all else to have the life 
of Jesus reproduced through the vessels of 
clay. 

j DwicuHt HERvEY SMALL 
Playlets and Poems for Church School. 

Flora E. Breck. W. A. Wilde Co. 50 pp. 

$1.50. 

Since many Sunday schools know that 
parents will attend programs in which their 
own children will have a part, Miss Breck 
has presented in this book new material for 
these schools. Here are included selections 
for Children’s Day, Christmas, Easter, Mis- 
sionary Sunday, Palm Sunday, and Rally 
Day. These have been presented as requiring 
a minimum of time and effort in prepara- 
tion. Even for the playlets the costumes 
required are from materials at hand, since 
the purpose of the special-day program is 
not to present a finished ormance but 
to help both children and adults to love 
God and to find joy in His service. 

Most of the material offered is prepared 
for the children. There is, however, some 
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Adult Fiction 


YOURS FOR FOUR YEARS 


by Paul Hutchens 


This addition to the Paul Hutchens col- 
lection is a most unusual story of tur- 
bulent emotions, warped and twisted 
minds, set in a fast moving plot. Here we 
face realism, as we see the human mind 
at war with itself and God. 

Cloth, $3.50 


LILAC TIME 
by Emmet Russell 
Another story by the author of Gold of 
Her Glory which finds Lilac Thurston 
and Eddie Blair growing up as. fast 
friends and pursuing their common in- 
terest in music. This is a lovely. romance 
which you will not want to miss. 
Cloth, $2.00 


THE WINDOWS OF HEAVEN 

by Elise Fraser 
Why Jon Bradford had not fallen in love 
with the attractive Gail Gregory, his 
sister’s closest friend, was a puzzle to all. 


You will not want to miss the surprise 
ending. 224 pages, cloth $2.50 


Order now from your local 
religious bookstore or write to: 


VAN KAMPEN PRESS 
206 East Willow St., Wheaton, Illinois 
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FROM ETERNITY TO ETERNITY 


An Outline of Divine Purposes. Eagerly awaited, over- 
whelmingly accepted, this new book by ERICH SAUER 
is a fitting sequel to his internationally popular Dawn 
of World Redemption and Triumph of the Crucified. 
Thoroughly Biblical, especially good on Inspiration, most 
highly and widely recommended by Evangelical leaders. ? 
With chart in five colors. $3.00 


THE CHRISTIAN VIEW OF 


that has “appea 
says Dr. 
thoughfull Christian. 368 pp., $4.00 





THE NEW BIBLE COMMENTARY 


1199 pages $7.95 


“ . +. the biggest commentary bargain on the market today, 
the best one-volume conservative commentary on the Bible,” 
says United Evang. Action. “Unquestioned pre-eminence among 
pean — commentaries,” says Moody Monthly. “The 
inest one-volume commentary in the Engli rs 

Christion Life Ty e¢ English language,” says 


J. GRESHAM MACHEN 
A Biographical Memoir 


Quality Books for Christmas 
BOTH BANKS OF THE RIVER 


ARGYE M. BRIGGS has penned another poi 
story that will equal her three previous 

religious fiction. Both Banks of the River is based on the 
life story of Charles Journeycake, last 

the Delawares, whose preaching and examp 
the saving truth of the Gospel and rich 
among Indians and whites alike. 333pp., $3.00 
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SCIENCE AND SCRIPTURE 


BERNARD RAMM, director of graduate studies in religion 
at Baylor University, has written “ . . . a truly epochal work .. . 
The most important discussion of the problems involved . . . 
red in this country in the last fifty years,” 
Wilbur Smith. This is must reading for every 











NED B. STONEHOUSE of Westminster Seminary is the author 
of this distinguished new book that is as much the history of 
the 20th century Evangelical movement as it is the life story 
of a great man of God. “Moves with the fascination of a first- 
rate novel to a smashing climax.” 520 pp., Illus. 


Ask for these quality books at your bookstore 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 


Grand Rapids 3, Michigan 





for young people, some for adults, and 
some using adults for the main parts and 
children for others. This material would be 
especially helpful for those small schools 
that have a combined program. Miss Breck 
includes suggestions for the use of each part. 

There is, naturally, jingle in the rhyming 
and some triteness. More than is usual, on 
the other hand, there is a Scriptural mes- 
sage in these selections that may reach 
hearts. 

R. Iona LysTER 
The Westminster Pulpit. Vol. II. G. Camp- 
bell Morgan. Revell. 345 pp. $4.00. 

A pulpit is a very important geographical 
location. From it is exercised either eternal 
or infernal power. The pulpit of West- 
minster Chapel, London, England, was in 
the early years of our century occupied by 
a princely expounder of eternal matters. His 
sermons were important weapons of right- 
eousness in the hands of the Holy Spirit. 
They were not ends in themselves; but 
neither is their value at an end. 

This second beautifully-bound volume 
bids well for the eight to come. It contains 
twenty-six messages recorded as Dr. Morgan 
delivered them. Dealing with a wide variety 
of texts and following expository and text- 
ual methods of treatment, the result is not 
only a series of excellent models of ex- 
position: for the vigorous preacher but a 
powerful, inaudible ministry to growing 
believers. 

Some of the intimate touches in these ser- 
mons reflect the fact that Dr. Morgan made 
his expositions relevant to his day and that 
he was fearless in his stand for the Biblical 
truth. The reviewer enthusiastically com- 
mends this volume to Christians at any 
level of growth. 

Douctas B. MacCorKLE 


Genius of Geneva. L. Penning. Eerdmans. 

392 pp. $3.00. 

To the lover of Christian biography 
Genius of Geneva will be a welcome treat. 
To those who would fellowship with the 
soldiers of the cross here is an opportunity 
to march with John Calvin. 

Penning has not given us a technical, 
exhaustive work on Calvin but a readable 
biography. This volume will introduce its 
readers to one of the greatest leaders that 
the Christian world has known. The writer 
has the happy faculty of transporting us to 
the world of Geneva at the time of the 
Genius without jolting us with the unfamil- 
iar. His times were restless like ours and 
thought was in ferment. In such an hour 
God had His‘man to defend the faith 
“once delivered to the saints.” The author 
shows Calvin’s foibles as well as his faith, 
his temper as well as his tenderness. 

A study of Genius of Geneva should en- 
courage us in our day to pray that God 
will raise up a man to lead us through the 
theological wilderness out into the sunlight 
of Biblical truth; from the cowardice which 
the weakness of men inspires to the bravery 
which a sovereign God in redeeming grace 
instills. 

Penning has not only given us a biog- 
raphy of Calvin but he has shown us how 
this crusader for Christ still influences the 
religious world today. Calvin is not dead 
because while he lived he lost himself in 
Christ. His work still lives. His soul’s de- 





Wr 


SINGSPIRATION 


Station “C’’ Grand Rapids, Michigan 

















These great devotional classics help the 
hungry-hearted find a fuller, richer, more 
satisfying life in Christ. 


“WALKING IN THE SPIRIT” 
$1.00 (paper cover) 
$2.25 (cloth bound) 
A. practical book on triumphant Christian 
living. 





“THE HOLY SPIRIT" 
{in 2 volumes) 
$2.75 a volume—$5.00 a set 
Thrilling exposition of the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit in the Old and New Testaments. 


“DAYS OF HEAVEN ON EARTH” 
$2.50 
Beautiful, refreshing devotional readings for 
every day. Attractively bound. 


“A LARGER CHRISTIAN LIFE” 
$2.65 
A soul-thrilling book on the astounding po- 
tentials of the Christian life. 


“CHRIST IN THE BIBLE” 
24 volumes 
$2.00 a volume— $45.00 a set 
Unique Bible exposition, tracing the Lord 
Jesus Christ through the Old and New Tes- 
taments. Covers 16 books of Old, 25 books 
of New Testament. 


ORDER IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS ! 


1528 N. 3rd St. Harrisburg Pa. 


SUNNYSIDE SCHOOL 


Grades 6-12 Co-ed 

Seeking to develop young lives for Christian 

a 90 acre campus on old New England 
tate. 








Write for Information 


SUNNYSIDE SCHOOL 
E. Barrington, New Hampshire 























YOU CAN WIN SOULS THROUGH 
SUBSTITUTES 


Support your own missionary. A native of 
Africa or India can be supported for $35- 
$150.00 a year. We cooperate only with evan- 
gelical and evangelistic Missions. 

We get you reports of your worker. Write for 
information. 

Missionary Prayer League, Inc. 
89 Quincy Street, Brooklyn 38, N. Y. 


December 1954 

















sire was to do the will of God. At points 
Calvin may well have been deceived. But 
as he understood God’s will he endeavored 
to do it. 

R. L. K. 
The Fall and Rise of Israel. William L. 

Hull. Zondervan. 424 pp. with index. 

$3.95. 

The author traces the history of God's 
chosen people through their various trials 
and troubles giving special emphasis to the 
last several decades of their history. This 
work will prove interesting to the student 
of Bible ae 

William L. Hull first rejected law for the 
life of a business man. Later, entering the 
ministry, he visited Palestine and became 
fascinated with Israel and its problems. He 
has made his home in Jerusalem since 1935. 
He saw his mission station blown up by the 
Arabs in 1946. He is editor of a religious 
paper, The Christian Voice, a pro-Zionist 
mouthpiece. 

This book pulls no punches. It outlines 
the sins of Israel as well as those of the 
Gentiles which have brought great sorrow 
to God’s ancient people. He traces very 
vividly Israel’s tragic fate in Eastern Europe 
and later at the hands of the Nazi party 
in Germany. The formation of the State of 
Israel is given in some detail. Official 
sources are quoted and a bibliography is 
given directing the reader to further study 
on the question of Israel’s future. 

The ep of present-day Palestine 
is descri in a very informative manner. 
The Arab-Jewish controversy is seen 
through Israeli eyes. The author reminds 
us that he is a Christian Gentile reporting 
what he sees linking current history to past 
prophecy. 

This book appears to have one great 
defect. The author gives one the feeling 
that Zionism is God’s answer to Israel’s 
restoration. To a degree this may be true 
insofar as Israel is returning to the land 
in unbelief. But Zionism will prove to be 
but an ultimate disappointment. Only God 
will bring Israel to the land and establish 
her, by divine intervention—through the 
coming of the Messiah. 

R. L. K. 


The Epistle of St. James. Joseph B. Mayor. 

Zondervan. 604 pp. $6.95. 

The serious student will greatly appre- 
ciate this Zondervan Reprint Classic, re- 
printed ——— and unabridged from the 
revised third edition published in 1913. It 
is without question the most outstanding 
and scholarly work on the epistle of St. 
James. 

The introduction of over 250 pages pre- 
sents material of a critical nature. A 
lengthy discussion of the authorship of the 
epistle is given followed by the external 
evidence for the authenticity of the book. 
In showing the relation of James to other 
New Testament books and earlier writings, 
the author compares Greek phrases or 
sentences of the one with the other. Al- 
though he presents many views of the 
authorship and date of the epistle, his 
conclusions are thoroughly conservative. 

The work also includes the complete 
Greek text with three Latin versions in 
parallel columns. This is followed by 
copious notes on each verse using the 
Greek text. Dr. Mayor says, “In the Notes 
it has been my aim, treating the book like 
any other ancient writing, to ascertain the 
recise meaning of each sentence, phrase 
and word, as it was intended by the writer, 
and understood by those to whom his 
epistle was addressed.” The paraphrases 
and comments are invaluable. 

Everyone who insists on careful exposi- 
tion of the Word will ize the im- 
portance of this work. Those who have 








SAVE $1.00 
By Ordering 
Before Dec. 31, ' 
1954! 
THE LIFE OF 
OUR LORD 


Upon the Earth 


Samuel 
Jj. 
Andrews 





Dr. Wilbur M. Smith calls it “. . . the only 
of our Lord written by an 


: 6” x 9”; only $4.95 if 
ord now (regular price—$5.95) 
Order from your bookstore or 


ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Grand Rapids Michigan 














BE A BETTER SUPERINTENDENT .. . 
use the 


SUPERINTENDENT'S GUIDE FOR 1955 


helps 
(Based on yg 
International S.S. ons) 
92 —pocket size—red 
flexible cover, 65 cents 
Order from: 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut St. Dept. ESG Philadelphia 3, Pa. 








Freedoms which do not free 
@ intellectual 
@ political 
T MC i iiilte 
— As long as spiritual 
bondage enslaves 





$1.75 


by H. Leo Eddleman 


Declaring that New Testament 
faith alone can set man free, Dr. 
Eddleman proclaims the heart of 
that faith as he discusses such basic 
tenets as the new birth, grace, 
sanctification, faith, and eternal 
security. From his experiences as 
missionary, pastor, and professor 
he draws vivid illustrations as he 
sets forth basic essentials of New 
Testament belief. 


Order from your favorite book dealer 
BROADMAN PRESS 


127 Ninth Avenue, North 
equ Nashville 3, Tennessee 


35 








some knowledge of Greek and Latin will 
find it to be of inestimable help. But 
even the English student will appreciate 
the critical material, notes, paraphrases 
and comments. 

Warren H. ScHun 


From Nation to Nation. Martha L. Moen- 
nich. Zondervan. 153 pp. $2.00. 

In 1951-52 Miss Moennich undertook a 
world tour that took her to nearly thirty 
countries and this book is the outcome of 
that tour. The author does not attempt to 
describe her actual traveling experiences or 
the countries that she visits, but rather to 
give her impressions of the missionary 
progress and prospects of the various coun- 
tries and brief summaries of their national 
development. 

Great pains were taken to avoid the per- 
sonal ao which to my mind makes 
the style of writing rather stilted. I believe 
that Miss Moennich is too lenient in her 
description of Moslem practices and beliefs, 
but she evidences a real concern for the 
missionary challenge that confronts the 
Church today. There is also some inaccu- 
racy. It is mentioned that Mohammedan- 
ism stormed Timbuktu around the year 
1000 B.C., whereas, of course, the flight of 
Mohammed and the beginning of Islam did 
not take place until 622 A. D. 

This wide survey of the needs and the 
possibilities of evangelism throughout the 
world should stir every Christian to more 
prayer and greater effort. 

Eric S. Fire 


6,000 Windows for Sermons. Elon Foster. 

Baker. 791 pp. $5.95. 

This is a second volume of classic ser- 
mon illustrations from the editorship of 
Elon Foster. The arrangement is the same 
as the former volume with the illustrations 

inning at number 6,276 and continuing 
to 12,348. Consequently these volumes pre- 
sent the most complete selection of useful 
sermon illustrations in print today. 

If one should choose to speak on the 
topic of the Bible, he would find 65 illus- 
trations at his disposal. Or if he were 
preaching on Conversion, 39 illustrations; 
or Faith, 50 illustrations; or Sin, 31 apt 
illustrations. Every speaker will find here 
an unlimited supply of helpful .illumina- 
tion for every possible Biblical topic. 

Warren H. Scuun 
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CHRIST’S TEACHING ABOUT PRAYER | 


(Continued from page 23) 


renewed, for spiritual guidance and 
deliverance. Christ taught us to pray for 
these things in the prayer that He gave 
us. But He gave other prayer directions 
also. He said that we were to pray for 
our enemies; that we were to pray that 
laborers might be thrust forth into His 
harvest field; that we were to pray for 
strength to resist temptation. Christ bade 
us pray for the Holy Spirit's indwelling 
power, and for His sanctifying grace. 
“If ye abide in me, and my words abide 
in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you.” If the Holy 
Spirit is so indwelling you that your 
mind is subdued, that your will is con- 
trolled, that your life is submissive and 
responsible to the great will of God, 
then prayer will be answered, for you 
will pray in accordance with the divine 
will. “Ask and receive that your joy may 
be full.” 


We are to make Christ’s teaching the 
test of our praying. We so often fail to 
appreciate the importance and tremend- 
ous power of prayer. We fail to follow 
Christ because we fail to follow Him in 
the secret realm of prayer. There are 
hindrances to prayer which can only be 
removed by our own individual whole- 
hearted resolve. We spend too much 
time with other people, and too little 
time with the Lord. There is too much 
talking with others about God’s work, 
and too little talking with Him about 
it. So many things invade the lives of 
most of us that they are too full for 
prayer. Such hindrances must be re- 
moved by our own hands. Such was the 
resolve of the early followers of Christ 
who said: “We will give ourselves unto 
prayer.” The prayer habit must be es- 
tablished. How quickly bad and un- 
desirable habits gain the ascendancy 
over our lives! But good habits may grow 
in just the same way. Habits of prayer 
grow stronger and stronger day by day 
as we keep tryst with God. Oh, that we 
may seek to do it, that we may put from 
us that thing in life, and it is generally 
one thing, that hinders our prayers, and 
then establish the habit, making it part 
of our life to follow Christ in the secret 
place, and learn from, Him the joy of 
communion with God. 

END 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 

(Continued from page 13) 
spots, mor can Marxism become any- 
thing other than it is. The Russian 
revolution in 1917 was a declaration of 
war against the rest of the world and 
nothing has changed that declaration. 
The only reason that Russia is not 
fighting is that she knows she does not 
have a superiority of advantage. At the 
present time Russia is a criminal who 
has changed a disguise in order to es- 
cape detection a little longer. When 
this disguise is of no further use Rus- 
sia will discard it for what pleases her 
better at the moment in her pursuit of 
the war which she has declared and 
which exists. 


PRESBYTERIAN UNION 
Eagerness of local presbyteries of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church to vote 





¢ 


Missionary Program 
with GOOD 


Seecee wee ae eee eet 





all its color, sound, action, beauty and. . 
degradation! 

CBFMS films portray life... 

as it is actually lived by missionaries on the 
foreign field. The humdrum .. . heartaches 


... discouragement ... and the undergirding 
power of God, all tell the thrilling story that 
will instill renewed fervor for missions in 
the hearts of your people. 

--. tell the inside story 

of pioneer mission work and challenge 
young people to give their lives adedinn 
missions. 

---help children see 

that missions are more than a story in their 
Sunday school papers. 


HERE ARE THREE YOU CAN'T 
AFFORD TO MISS... 
Ebony in Ivory — Ivory Coast of French 
West Africa . . . fetishism rages unchecked 
| Seeaten bak te mantis, 
(30 min.) 
Toma, Child of the Kivu — Just a boy when 
he sees his first white man and hears the 
gospel; suffers fiery trials by the witch 
doctor; emerges an evangelist among his 
people. (30 min.) 
Faces of india — India has many faces . . . 
the missionary sees the one of despair . . . 
hopelessness . but a face that can be 
transformed with the gospel. (30 min.) 
All films available on Free-Will Offering 
Ff) basis. For full details write Dept. 124E 


©) noervative Baptiot 
FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


352 Wellington Avenve - Chicago 14, Illinois 





against proposed union of northern 
and southern branches has been. mani- 
fested by their precipitous action. In 
spite of the fact that the General As- 
sembly which voted. to submit the mat- 
ter to the presbyteries requested that 
no one vote on it before January Ist, 
seven of the presbyteries have already 
met and rejected the proposed merger. 
Since the plan needs a three-quarters 
vote to carry, 22 votes will defeat it. 
Informed observers believe that the 
merger is dead for at least five years. 

At the same time Friends of Presby- 
terian Union has been formed and in- 
corporated to further the project. Lit- 
erature will be circulated and a speak- 
ers bureau maintained upon which 
local churches can call. 


PROTESTANTS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 

Protestants need to think very ser- 
iously about a report which has been 
issued concerning a study of social con- 
ditions in Dayton, Ohio. In cooperation 
with the National Council of Churches 
Department of Family Life and the 
Dayton Mental Health Association, the 
Church Federation of Greater Dayton 
has completed a six months’ study of 
the area. The results were reported at 
a four-day Family Life Clinic attended 
by 440 representatives from 57 churches 
in the area plus a hundred representa- 
tives from Dayton’s schools, colleges, 
social agencies, parent teacher associ- 
ations, etc. 

The result of the study showed that 
the city’s Protestant churches make 
virtually no use of community agencies 
and provide an inadequate ministry to 
families. At the same time the multi- 
tudinous church and community activi- 
ties tend to split rather than unite 
families. It was shown that one out of 
five families was religiously divided and 
four out of five churches had such fam- 
ilies. One out of seven families was 
divided by divorce or broken by death. 
One out of five families with children 
has both parents employed. Forty-six 
per cent of all households are entirely 
adults. There is virtually no family 
education within the churches. The 
study also showed that there were 
thousands of inactive church members 
and that the churches made little effort 
to follow them closely. The clinic con- 
cluded its studies by insisting that 
there be more lay assistants for pastors. 


MOSLEM DEMANDS IN PAKISTAN 

Moslems in Pakistan have demanded 
compulsory Islamic instruction in the 
Christian missionary schools of that 
country. Anglican Church leaders have 
declared they would close down their 
schools rather than submit to these de- 
mands. The decision was reached at a 
conference in Peshawar attended by all 


(Continued on page 50) 


NIGERIA TODAY 
(Continued from page 19) 


places preferable. Nowadays the villages 
are safe on the plains, but the chiefs 
who are Christians never forget-that it 
is through the gospel and the mission- 
aries that their people became a people 
and rose to human dignity. As I looked 
at abandoned hill-top dwellings among 
the Angas and Tangale tribes, I realized 
again that the love of Christ is elevating 
peoples that once were not a people, 
but now are the beloved of God. With 
humble thanksgiving to God the Chris- 
tian chief of Jos accepted promotion 
and his ceremonial rod of office, and 
expressed his gratitude to SUM mission- 
aries. He asked us to remember him in 
prayer. Here then is the fruit of mission- 
ary endeavor—robust and mature person- 
alities, accepting responsibility, and 
concerned to make their Christian wit- 
ness potent in the surging, changing life 
of their time. Some of these pastors and 
chiefs and elders, and the bright students 
who will be their successors, have left a 
fragrance in my memory. These advanc- 
ing peoples need us less. But others need 
us. 


What still remains to be done? Much 
every way! Let no one imagine that our 
task in Africa is now accomplished. I 
recall an area into which our Mission has 
just penetrated. It stirred me with the 
beauty of its far vistas over distant hills. 
That station occupies the most entranc- 
ing site I have yet seen. But it pains me 
at the heart to be told that when the 
missionary couple proceed in a few 
months on furlough, with their children, 
there is no missionary couple who can 
take their place—none are there to take 
hold with both hands of an enormous 
opportunity except a nurse recently ar- 
rived on the field and another new lady 
missionary! What staggers the mind is 
the fact that Okene, the area of which 
I write, has'a teeming population of 
135,000 within a radius of seven miles! 
An open door, and an unknown lang- 
uage—but what a challenge for mission- 
aries of the right sort! It was my privilege 
to declare a new station open at Shao, 
and here again is a devoted couple, with 
all the needed gifts, and to them also is 
presented a great door and effectual. 
What scope there is for faith, initiative, 
persistence, undiscourageable love and 
hopefulness in all this land, as also in 
the virgin soil of Dahomey. In many 
places still, ours is the early time of 
dawn. Areas yet to be entered beckon 
us. Languages yet to be spoken challenge 
us. And still the stubborn Moslem cita- 
dels mock at our feeble faith. “Oh, rock, 
rock, rock, when wilt thou open to my 
Lord?” Here still lies our unfinished 
task. 

Linguists are needed like Mr. Eitzen 
of Sokoto, a man whose intonations and 
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command of idiom so enchant the Sul- 
tan and the old wise men that they 
strike hands in sheer enjoyment of the 
poesy their ears have heard! And yet, 
alas, the Hausa Bible is long overdue 
for extensive correction. How can the 
message of the gospel fly when the trans- 
lators have left it like a bird with a 
broken wing? How can a church arise 
and grow and conquer unless it have the 
Bible in its blood? A really satisfying 
translation is therefore a prime neces- 
sity—and to this neglected task, among 
others, the attention of the SIM is now 
being drawn. 

Experiments are being made, chiefly 
through hospitals for lepers and segre- 
gation camps, through bookshops, and 
the very efficient Eye Hospital at Kano 
with its expert staff, to penetrate into 
the strongholds of the Moslem faith. 
Individuals have been won, but that is 
not enough. The Church at Pentecost 
was launched with three thousand. It 
was a new community, and this above 
all is the crack that can split the Moslem 
citadel wide apart—nothing less than a 
group, a community. 

Never shall I forget a scene that was 
enacted before my own eyes. A hand- 
some youth in a Northern area, son of 
an eminent Moslem who had made the 
pilgrimage to Mecca, called on a visit 
to the missionary compound soon after 
I arrived. Being told that he professed 
conversion last Christmas and was taking 
a fearless stand, I gladly went out to 
meet him with the missionary. While we 
three were standing within the Mission 


compound, the figures of three men - 


were seen approaching from the town, 
coming across the fields. The leading 
man was elderly, erect and striding as 
with determination. It was the young 
convert’s Moslem father. Evading the 
missionary who went out to meet him, 
he made straight across to us. Without 
speaking a word, but with a face dark 
as thunder, he began to strike across the 
back and shoulders the tall and hand- 
some youth, his son. Thrice the long 
stick descended on his back or shoulders, 
till it broke in three pieces. Never once 
did the son utter a sound of protest, or 
seek to intercept the blows. Respect for 
his angry father was rendered to the 
uttermost, until the missionary could 
bear it no longer, and pleaded that the 
blows should be directed to him. But 
even here the reverential son entreated 
that he might be left to bear his own 
burden. Then only did the son declare 
that he would not at the moment be 
compelled to return home with his 
father. He stayed with us to pray, and 
while we were at prayer the angry sounds 
of cursing and hysteria were heard out- 
side. It was his mother who had come 
to heap coals of fire on his head. 

The rumor (so we judged) had spread 
around the town that missionaries were 
gathering for conference, and once be- 
fore when this had happened baptisms 
had taken place. So the wealthy mer- 
chant made this attack in violence, if 
by any means he might hold to himself 
and to the ancestral faith the son whom 
he counts his favorite. 


In dramatic, _never-to-be-forgotten 
fashion I was being shown the cleavage 
of the world. The messengers of peace 
do what their Master did—they set a 
father against his son, bringing not peace 
but a sword. They are pained if their 
work is fruitless, and also suffer pain if 
their toil bears fruit. You cannot face 
the missionary call to Moslem lands un- 
less your own soul has crossed the Great 
Divide. You must expect your hearers’ 
souls to be fired with heroism, once 
they have caught a glimpse of the King 
in His beauty and the Saviour with His 
wounds. Not otherwise could you show 
yourself fully persuaded that Christ is 
the One whose right it is to reign. It is 
full-blooded Christianity alone that we 
have any right to export. We are com- 
mitted to this enterprise for life and 
death. 

Heroism—the steady, prolonged hero- 
ism of unflinching faith—is the prime 
missionary need of our time. My three 
months among the SIM in Nigeria and 
Dahomey convinced me that we have a 
Mission of remarkable quality, a Mission 
with a wonderful heritage. Having been 
myself a missionary in Africa, I had 
made all the same mistakes as they have 
made, and so they took me to their heart. 
They felt their vision was renewed, and 
I was very sure that they refreshed my 
soul. It was one of the greatest privileges 
of my life, and I will gladly tell young 
people everywhere that I could covet for 
them the distinction of belonging to 
that noble family. END 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 17) 


with their mouth, and honoreth me 
with their lips; but their heart is far 
from me” (Mt. 15:8). While our Lord 
was quoting from a later chapter in 
Isaiah it was a description of His 
time. The present text is prophetic 
and takes us on to the time when men 
have allowed their speech to follow 
their deeds, defying His glorious pres- 
ence. 

Lord, may we love in deed and in truth. 
THE EYES OF HIS GLORY (3:8) 

The use of the word eyes is a figure 
of speech for the whole of His presence, 
but it is a stupendous and overpower- 
ing figure. God, of course, does not 
have physical characteristics but His 
glorious presence is so all-knowing that 
man can best understand it by thinking 
in terms of eyes that search out the 
hidden things of sin. The eyes of the 
Lord’s glory are the symbol of His 
judgment of sin and His protection of 
His own. Hanani said to Asa, “The 
eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to show 
himself strong in the behalf of them 
whose heart is perfect toward him” (2 
Chron. 16:9). The seven Spirits of God 
are described judging with the exacti- 
tude of a plumb line, as “They are the 
eyes of the Lord which run to and fro 
through the whole earth” (Zech. 4:10). 
Thus Jerusalem has tottered and Judah 
has fallen. The judgments are so sure 
that they are expressed in the perfect 
tense. 

Lord, turn our hearts so that Thine 
eyes may be on us for blessing. 
THE SHOW OF THEIR COUNTENANCE (3:9) 


A dozen translators have given a 
dozen different translations of this hard 
phrase. Goodspeed has, “Their partial- 
ity in judgment bears witness against 
them,” while the RSV follows this with, 


“Their partiality witnesses against 
them.” Moffatt has, “Their insolence 
condemns them.” Knox, who often 


strains for effect, has, “Their hang-dog 
looks betray them.” Other renderings 
are, “A look at their faces,” “the ex- 
pression of their faces,” “the impu- 
dence of their faces.” It is a great fact 
that sin leaves its mark upon the face, 
and it is an even greater wonder that 
regeneration can transform the face. I 
have seen the picture of a man when 
he was thirty, an unregenerate vaude- 
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ville artist—hard, bitter, sinful—and 
himself at forty, a redeemed and suc- 
cessful salesman, tender, sweet, and 
righteous. The transformation was di- 
vine. 

Lord, may our faces show Thy presence. 
THEY DECLARE THEIR SIN LIKE SODOM (3:9) 

As long as a man can be ashamed 
because of his sin there is hope that 
he may be brought to turn away from 
it. But when a man is utterly shameless 
he has passed the boundary of hope. 
The greatest horror of God’s terrible 
indictment of sin, found in the first 
chapter of Romans, is that it ends with 
an expression of their shamelessness: 
“Who knowing the judgment of God, 
that they which commit such things are 
worthy of death, not only do the same, 
but have pleasure in them that do 
them” (Rom. 1:32). In Sodom this was 
openly manifest in the vileness and 
depravity of public demand for fresh 
victims for vicious practice. Their sin- 
ful cry, the angel messengers told Lot, 
“is waxen great before the face of the 
Lord” (Gen. 19:13). When Jerusalem 
followed their example God could show 
no favoritism. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou hast 
hidden our sin in Christ. 
WOE UNTO THEIR SOUL (3:9) 

The use of the word soul is merely 
for strong emphasis. It could be, of 
course, that God is telling them that 
the sins which they have committed in 
their bodies will be punished in their 
souls, for such a judgment would be 
consistent with all that is to be found 
in the whole context of the Bible. It 
should be noted, in passing, that the 
whole Bible is the only true context 
for any verse, and that all things must 
be judged by the entirety of the divine 
revelation. But taking the whole of the 
phrase a better translation might be, 
“Woe to themselves for they have done 
themselves evil.” The evil they 
planned and:executed came back upon 
their own heads. Sin has in it the re- 
turning quality of the boomerang. It 
is an expression-of the divine principle 
which holds in many fields: what a 
man sows, he shall reap. 

Lord, Thou hast reaped our sins for us. 


THE RIGHTEOUS .. . THE WICKED . 
(3:10, 11) 

In parallel sentences we have set be- 
fore us that the righteous shall be 
rewarded by the Lord with good while 
the wicked will have evil as the result 
of his works. The righteous man is, of 
course, the man who has been made 
righteous through the sovereign grace 
of God in justification. There is no 
thought, whatsoever, that any man can 
be righteous in himself. But after a 
man has been made righteous by grace, 
he is called upon to live a life of 
yieldedness to God. The result will be 
that he will have the fruit of that 
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righteous living laid up for him as a 
treasure in Heaven. The unregenerate 
man, on the contrary, will find that the 
things which he has done to others will 
be done to him. It should be noted 
that the wicked man is not judged for 
his unbelief, or for Adam’s sin, but for 
his own wicked deeds. This is the same 
statement that is made in Revelation 
in describing the judgment of the dead 


(Rev. 20:13). 
Lord, we thank Thee that Christ 
was judged for us. 
MY PEOPLE ... MY PEOPLE . . . (3:12) 


The prophet knows within himself 
the sad groanings of the Spirit of God. 
Back in verse four it had been an- 
nounced that all leadership would be 
taken from God's people. The specifica- 
tions of judgment have been set forth 
in some detail, and a cry of sorrow 
wells up from the heart of Isaiah. “My 
people! . . . My people!” he sobs, as 
though his heart would break. The 
children who had taken the rule over 
them earlier in the chapter are now 
seen to be oppressors. The women, 
whose sinister influence will be set 
forth a few verses farther on, are seen 
to have a corrupting influence upon 
the people. There has never been a 
civilization in history which has risen 
except when the men have acted alone 
in Spartan simplicity and determina- 
tion. There has never been such a 
civilization which has not used its ex- 
panded fortunes to exalt women to a 
place of ease and luxury. There has 
never been a civilization turned sybari- 
tic which has not crashed. 

Lord, keep us in the simplicities of faith. 
THEY THAT LEAD THEE CAUSE THEE TO 
(3:12) 

It is a sad thing when anyone goes 
astray, but it is even sadder when the 
one who has taken the place of leader- 
ship wanders off in such a way that the 
simple, trusting souls are led astray 
after him. The Lord castigated the 
Pharisees, saying, “Let them alone: 
they be blind leaders of the blind. And 
if the blind lead the blind, both shall 
fall into the ditch” (Mt. 15:14). The 
highest function of a leader is to know 
the way, and to walk in it. When a 
leader causes those who are in his 
charge to err into wrong paths his 
condemnation is great indeed. Sup- 
posed to be a leader, he is found to be 
a misleader. The Lord said that it 
would have been better for him that a 
millstone had been hanged about his 
neck, and he cast into the depths of 
the sea (Lk. 17:2). 


THE LORD STANDS UP TO PLEAD (3:13) 

That is, the Lord takes the place of 
the prosecutor, ready to outline the 
case against the one on trial. To think 
that the blessed One who desired to be. 
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the Saviour has been forced into the 
role of prosecuting attorney! To think 
that the One whose very name is Love 
is forced to step into the role of justice 
that cannot be tempered with mercy 
because of the hardness and impeni- 
tence of the hearts of those who treas- 
ure up to themselves wrath against the 
day of wrath and this revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God (Rom. 2:5), 
which is here announced so plainly. It 
cannot be possible for any of us to real- 
ize the poignant sorrow in the heart of 
God because of the rebel attitude of 
men. Why, O why will men choose the 
foulness of sin rather than the purity 
of God? Why, O why will) men choose 
the devious path of their own way in- 
stead of the glorious paths which God 
shows to them? 
Lord, we thank Thee that Christ 
took all Thy justice for us. 
THE LORD ENTERS INTO JUDGMENT WITH 
THE ELDERS (3:14) 

Those who were meant to furnish the 
wisdom of their experience for the safe- 
guarding and blessing of the people 
must stand before the bar of God be- 
cause they have betrayed their trust. 
There are men today who would be 
meticulous in their keeping of trust 
funds but who are careless in their ad- 
ministration of spiritual trusts that are 
far more important than financial 
trusts that have been committed to 
their charge. There are elders who are 
aware of every change in the stock mar- 
ket and who know the precise values 
of every bond over which they have 
control who spend no time in the Word 
of God to learn the nature of that 
which they must administer to the peo- 
ple who are members of their churches. 
There are ministers who give book re- 
views and essays to their people instead 
of the bread of the Word of God. Judg- 
ment must come. 

Lord, make us careful of our charge. 


WHAT DO YOU MEAN? (3:15) 

Those who had been set by God to 
guide and govern His people had 
profited by their charge to devour the 
vineyard, surround themselves with the 
spoil of the poor, to crush the people 
like grapes to get their wine, and to 
grind the faces of the poor to take 
their spoil. God confronts them with 
their evil and says, “What do you 
mean” by this? The religious and polit- 
ical leaders, God declares, are respons 
ible for the oppression and exploitation 
of the helpless poor. By closing their 
eyes to the evils which they could have 
prevented, they become accessories to 
the act. Indeed, it goes beyond this. 
The reason they have closed their eyes 
to the evils is that they have profited 
personally by their blind silence. 
“What do you mean?” says God. The 
answer to that question, if any man 
will be honest enough to face it and 


answer it directly, is: “I mean to have 
my own way and do exactly what I 
please.” 

Lord, may we do what You please. 
THE DAUGHTERS OF ZION ARE HAUGHTY 
(3:16) 

After a long judgment against the 
men of Israel God now speaks against 
the women. Hidden in the language of 
the original text are the indications of 
depravity. For example, when it says 
“they make a tinkling with their feet” 
the pronoun their is masculine, often 
used of women who act as men. The 
extravagance of the fashionable women 
of Jerusalem is condemned in the 
harshest terms. The greedy desires of 
women often lead their husbands to 
unjust treatment of the poor in order 
that these desires might be satisfied. We 
often read of men who have stolen in 
order to provide luxuries for their ex- 
acting women. In Amos God speaks of 
these same women and calls them 
“cows.” “Listen to this word, you cows 
of Bashan, that are in the mountain of 
Samaria, which oppress the poor, which 
crush the needy, which say to their 
bulls, Bring, and let us drink” (Amos 
4:1). 

esl may Christian women understand 

their true role. 


THEREFORE THE LORD WILL SMITE (3:17) 
“The Lord said, ‘Because the daugh- 
ters of Zion are haughty, and walk with 
their head in the air, ogling with their 
eyes, tripping along as they go, tinkling 
their foot ornaments; therefore the 
Lord will smite with baldness the crown 
of the head of the daughters of Zion, 
the Lord will lay bare their nakedness. 
In that day the Lord will take away 
their ankle ornaments, their caps and 
their coronets, their earrings, their 
bracelets and their veils, their head- 
dresses, armlets, and sashes, their per- 
fume boxes and amulets, the signet 
rings and the nose rings, their formal 
gowns and mantles, their cloaks and 
their handbags, their diaphanous dress- 
es, the fine linen, their turbans and 
long-flowing veils.” This judgment does 
not mean that a woman may not dress 
neatly and with refinement, but that a 
woman. must understand the proper 
adorning of the heart and life before 

God (1 Pet. 3:3, 4). 

Lord, may we all be adorned by 
Thy righteousness. 
INSTEAD OF PERFUME . . . ROTTENNESS (3:24) 
The inwardness of a woman’s life 
before God is perhaps to be found in 
the hidden meaning of one of these 
words of cursing. In verse 23 the word 
tablets has been translated perfume 
boxes by the RSV, and the Hebrew is 
fascinating. A literal translation would 
read “houses of the soul.” The Hebrew 
word nephesh, soul, is oftentimes trans- 
lated breath, and the picture is that of 
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a little box with a perfume that is to 
hide the infection which emits a foul 
odor. This is to be removed and the 
reality of the soul will be revealed. The 
Christian woman is described in Peter: 
“whose adorning let it not be that of 
one who lives for outward show, such 
as -hairdressing, jewelry, and clothes; 
but let it be the inwardness of the 
heart, in that which is not corruptible, 
a meek and quiet breath, which is in 
the sight of God of great price” (1 Pet. 
3:3, 4). “We are unto God a sweet savor 
of Christ” (2 Cor. 2:15). 
Lord, may Thy Son and Spirit 
be our fragrance. 
INSTEAD OF A GIRDLE A ROPE (3:24) 

The coming slavery of the people is 
prophesied. The women are led forth 
in the utmost destitution; like cows be- 
ing driven out of the breaches in a 
fence so shall they be driven out of 
Jerusalem (Amos 4:3). There will be 
no perfume to cover their smell, their 
captors will have ropes around their 
waists to drag them on to their shame, 
a brand burned upon them will take 
away their beauty. They shall be alone, 
their men-folk killed; the gates—the 
place where the men congregated—shall 
lament and mourn because there is no 
one left. The women, “ravaged, shall 
sit on the ground.” The picture is one 
of complete desolation, the city destroy- 
ed, the men killed, the women carried 
captive in an indescribable wretched- 
ness. This was fulfilled in the Babylon- 
ian captivity, in the destruction of Jer- 
usalem under Titus, and it shall find 
its greatest fulfillment in the future. 

Lord, how evil is that which 
cries for Thy judgment. 
SEVEN WOMEN .. . ONE MAN .... (4:1) 

War has always created an imbalance 
in the population. Germany, after two 
world wars, found itself with tens of 
thousands more women than men and 
with these surplus women were the in- 
vading armies satisfied. But the time 
will come when there will not be even 
the invading armies left. The women 
will be alone. The ratio is described as 
seven to one. This need not be a mathe-: 
matical term, but a figurative one. The 
word could be translated batches. As in 
the earlier portion of the judgment the 
men are content with any sort of lead- 
er, here the women, in batches, are 
equally content with one husband for 
all of them. They will even be willing 
to support themselves, paying their own 
expenses. In the East it was and is a 
disgrace for a woman to be unmarried. 
This verse definitely belongs to the pre- 
ceding chapter and the change of sub- 
ject comes afterwards. 

Lord, give us to lead a quiet and peace- 

able life in all godliness. 
IN THAT DAY (4:2) 

The prophecy now moves forward to 

describe the happy condition of the 
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godly remnant which survives the great 
tribulation. “That day” is after all the 
judgments are ended and the Messianic 
kingdom fully established. The Branch 
is the Lord Jesus Christ, returned and 
established in the power of His reign. 
The land will be purified and all the 
glory of the Lord manifest, while His 
divine presence will ensure safety for 
His people and eternal peace. In view 
of the attempt of the higher criticism 
to discredit this passage it is interesting 
to note that the greatest Jewish author- 
ity (Slotki in Soncino) says, “The argu- 
ment for the assignment of this passage 
to a later writer on the grounds of 
style and its pronounced apocalyptic 
character is not convincing. Isaiah’s 
prophecies provide many parallels with 
the ideas here expressed.” 

Lord Jesus, come quickly. 
THE BRANCH OF JEHOVAH (4:2) 

The Hebrew word is not the same 
here as that which is used in 11:1, but 
the idea is the same. The Chaldee para- 
phrase even translates this the Messiah. 
Christ is called “the Branch” in four 
different places, with a different sig- 
nificance to each. He is described as the 
King in Matthew, referring to Zecha- 
riah 9:9 and Jeremiah 23:5, 6. He is 
the Servant in Mark, referring to Isaiah 
42:1 and Zechariah 3:8. He is the Man 
in Luke with reference to both titles 
(Man and Branch) in Zechariah 6:12. 
In John He is Jehovah referring to 
Isaiah 40:9, 10 and Jeremiah 33:15 
with this present text. Man can never 
bring righteousness on earth. The rea- 
son that history has to run its-slow and 
painful course is to demonstrate that 
there is no power or glory except in 
Christ. 

Lord, bring near Thy great salvation. 
THE ESCAPED OF ISRAEL (4:2) 

These are they of Israel (not the 
church) who have come out of the great 
tribulation. The blessings promised to 
them are not the spiritual blessings 
which come to believers in our day, but 
temporal blessings which shall be theirs 
in that time as they fit into God’s place 
for them in His eternal plan (see Isa. 
30:23; Ezk. 34:29; Joel 2:23-25; Amos 
9:11-15). A better translation might be, 
“In that day shall the Branch of Jeho- 
vah be for honor and for glory, and 
the fruit of the land shall be excellent 
and comely for those who are the es- 
caped.of Israel.” It is a glorious picture 
of the restored remnant occupying the 
cleansed land and enjoying the fruits 
of all the promises made by God to 
Israel at any time. Every line of His 
promises will be fulfilled. They will say 
in that day what Joshua said to the 
people, “There failed not ought of any 
good thing which the Lord had spoken 
unto the house of Israel; all came to 
pass” (Josh. 21:45). 

Lord, hasten Thy Word to perform it. 
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Renenmser your own last birthday? That fine feeling of 
peace and well being as you enjoyed the love of family and friends? The fre- 
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WHOSE SON IS HE? 
(Continued from page 7) 


and substantial reasons must be given. 
The burden of proof rests upon the 
objector, for we do have the fact of the 
belief in the virgin birth as historical 
verity. 

In taking the view that the belief 
in the virgin birth has continued be- 
cause the virgin birth is a fact, one 
has much evidence for support. We 
find the virgin birth referred to in the 
old Roman baptismal confession (c. 
200 A. D.), in the writings of Justin 
Martyr (c. 150 A. D.). Ignatius, bishop 
of the church at Antioch, martyred 
around 117 A. D., wrote that the virgin 
birth was one of the “mysteries to be 
shouted aloud.” Ignatius accepted the 
virgin birth, and believed it to be im- 
portant. 

Further evidence comes from the 
New Testament literature, a factor that 
must be considered. Matthew and 
Luke, two historically credible and in- 
dependent witnesses, affirm the. virgin 
birth. In fact, the evidence is so valu- 
able that opponents have attempted to 
refute it by suggesting that Luke was 
the victim of an interpolation. That is, 
Luke obtained his information from 
sources in which had been inserted ac- 
counts of the virgin birth derived 
from heathen sources. Very often the 
best refutation of this sort of thing is 
the refutation which Dr. Francis L. 
Patton, former President of Princeton 
University, once applied to theosophy. 
A woman came to Dr. Patton and 
asked him this question, “Doctor, what 
is the best argument against theos- 
ophy?” Dr. Patton replied, “Madam, 
the strongest argument against theos- 
ophy is that there is no argument in 
its favor.” The same thing can be said 
of the interpolation theory. 

Often the liberal will remark at this 
point, “But the rest of the New Testa- 
ment does not support this, for Paul 
did not believe in the virgin birth.” In 
the words of the man born blind, “Why 
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herein is a marvelous thing”! Ordina- 
rily the liberal shuns Paul like the 
plague. When one informs him of the 
doctrine of salvation by grace through 
faith in the finished work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ on Calvary, he replies, 
“Oh, away with that; that is Paul’s 
teaching. We must go back to the Gos- 
pels and the teaching of Jesus.” But 
when we come to the doctrine of the 
virgin birth, which the Gospels teach 
preeminently, he says, “What is good 
enough for Paul is good enough for 
me”! But Paul did believe in the vir- 
gin birth as we have seen (cf. Gal. 4:4). 
Now, if one does not care to accept 
the evidence presented for the virgin 
birth, he is forced to explain how be- 
lief in the virgin birth became so uni- 
versal among Christians. The answers 
proposed principally revolve around 
the supposition that the belief is of 
pagan derivation. But how the early 
church with its outstanding other 
worldliness could have received into its 
body of truth a falsehood of pagan 
origin cannot be explained. In addi- 
tion, why the virgin birth is most 
clearly taught in Jewish sections of the 
New Testament, namely, the book of 
Matthew and the first two chapters of 
Luke, has never been explained. 


“Oh, well,” someone may say, 
“everyone knows the heathen believed 
in virgin births. This is just a similar 
teaching.” Let us take one of their 
myths. The mother of Caesar Augustus 
was supposed to have been visited in 
the Temple of Apollo by a serpent. 
The fruit of the union was Augustus. 
If one wants to call that a virgin birth, 
then he can, but it is anything but 
that. How different are myths such as 
this one from the pure, holy account of 
the birth of our Lord Jesus as given 
in the sacred writings. 


I come to one last unanswerable 
argument for the virgin birth, namely, 
the historic person of Christ. How else 
can we explain Him? Here is a man, 
born in Bethlehem of Judaea, who 
lived among the people of His day. He 
was a man of whom Pilate could say, 
“I find no fault in him” (John 19:6). 
He is the one of whom the thief said, 
“This man hath done nothing amiss” 
(Lk. 23:41). Peter at Pentecost said, 
“Ye men of Israel, hear these words; 
Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of 
God among you by miracles and won- 
ders and signs, which God did by him 
in the midst of you, as ye yourselves 
also know” (Acts 2:22). There was no 
reply to Peter’s words. To these words 
the testimony of John could be added. 
How could a mere man live the life 
He did? There has never been another 
like Him, nor will there ever be. The 
only explanation of how He could live 
among men holy, harmless, and un- 
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OF A CAUSE FOR CHRIST! ee 


Missionaries and Gospel workers in Poland 
(1939) before World War II. Many of these 
continue in the face of Communist discourage- 
ment. Their converts have replaced many times 
over those who have died since this picture 
was taken. 


Dr. Jaroshevich is holding the Bible in center 
of group.., 
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The preaching of the Gospel, and Christian Education, will make 
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will be saved for the Glory of God. 





Konstantin Jaroshevich, 
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How can we reach these Slavic veople? By the Evangelistic 
and Missionary Effort. These new converts will become Missionary 
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United States, and in Eastern European Countries. 


We need a CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY CENTER, as Beacon to ‘evangeli- 
ze these Aliens here, and to broadcast the Gospel Message to Russia 
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A UNIQUE GREEK 
MISSIONARY 


In a certain section of Greece there is 
one figure that is familiar to all. An old 
man of 76, almost blind, whom they call 
the “Evangelist on the Donkey.” His real 
name is Prodromos Fotiades, an untiring 
distributor of tracts, Bibles and Testaments. 
One day as he entered a village with his 
saddle-bags full of Gospel literature, he was 
set upon by a crowd of young and old who 
demanded the Word of God. As they began 
to see that there would not be enough 
Bibles to go around, they fell upon the 
little donkey and helped themselves. The 
old man was helpless in the fact of their 
attack—but seeing their spiritual hunger 
preached unto them Christ and Him cruci- 
fied. He promised to be back with more 
literature, after he had made the need 
known to us in America and received a 
response. 

He is extremely poor, with a wife, a 
daughter and three grandchildren to sup- 
port. Recently an enemy of the Gospel took 
advantage of his poverty by offering him 
poisoned fruit to eat. The old man and 
his wife nearly died. 

And now he is to be tried still further in 
the courts of Berea, that ancient city where 
the people daily searched the Scriptures to 
know the truth of the Gospel. The Greek 
—— 0 Se to call omens i r 
“proselytizing,” gem ose who 
ead "ae: Donpal e must rally to his 
Soon with help, that the work of 
the Lord through him may not be hindered 
but have free course. Would you not like 
to have this old warrior of the Cross as 
your personal missionary in the land of 
Greece? Even if you went yourself, you 
could not do what this wise old Greek can 
do to win his countrymen to Christ. (Full 
support would be $50 a month. Partial 
support accepted, or help toward providing 
Scriptures and aid.) You can write to 
Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, The American Mis- 
sion to Greeks, Inc., Dept. E P. O. Box 423, 
New York 36, N. Y. (In Canada: 90 Duplex 
Ave., Toronto 7, Ont.) 

—ADVERTISEMENT 
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defiled—live a life without a single 
question mark against it—the only an- 
swer is that He was born of a virgin. 
Yes, as the creeds have it, He was “.. . 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 
the Virgin Mary.” I can believe in the 
virgin birth. ‘ 
The Necessity of the Virgin Birth 

But, “Is it necessary for me to be- 
lieve in the virgin birth?” someone may 
say. And we may well ask ourselves if 
we are fighting for a nonessential. In 
answer to this question I want to 
point out two extremely important 
reasons why we must have the virgin 
birth. 

In the first place, if Jesus Christ 
were not born of a virgin, we would 
not have a Davidic sovereign. Let us 
remember that the Lord promised 
David that one from his loins would 
sit upon his throne and reign forever. 
That promise, made in 2 Samuel 7, 
was confirmed by the angel in Luke 1. 
David had two sons, Solomon and Na- 
than, among many. Solomon was the 
legal heir to the throne. Two things, 
therefore, are necessary. First, the man 
to rule must be of David's flesh. Second, 
he must be of Solomon’s line legally in 
order to have proper title to the 
throne. In reading the Old Testament, 
one discovers an amazing fact. God 
cursed the line of Solomon, saying that 
no one of this line according to the 
flesh should ever sit upon David's 
throne (cf. Jer. 22:30). Here is a diffi- 
culty that a virgin birth alone can 
solve. David's king must be of his flesh 
and must be of Solomon’s line legally. 
But he cannot be of Solomon’s line ac- 
cording to the flesh. Our Lord Jesus 
is sent forth by the Father. He becomes 
son of Mary, descendant of David 
through Nathan, thus giving Him Da- 
vidic descent according to the flesh 
(cf. Rom. 1:3). He is not, however, of 
Joseph’s flesh; if He were He would 
abide under the curse upon Solomon’s 
line. Joseph is David’s descendant 
through Solomon and possessor of legal 
right to the throne. Our Lord, then, 
has legal right to the throne through 
Joseph, a legal right not contaminated 
by fleshly descent, and He has genuine 
fleshly descent from David through 
Mary. The promise that one should 
reign upon David’s throne and be 
“out of thy bowels” (2 Sam. 7:12) is 
supernaturally fulfilled. How wonder- 
ful this is! How it thrills the heart to 
see God fulfilling His Word to the 
smallest details! How it reveals the 
inspiration and the miraculous charac- 
ter of the Word! The Lord Jesus 
Christ is now the only person with an 
incontrovertible genealogy from David. 
The only genealogical records that re- 
main since Jerusalem’s destruction are 
those found in Matthew and Luke, and 
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MAGAZINE — the magazine edited 
by former priests and monks, 


Ist BIG NEW ISSUE 
starts January, 1959 


Read and recommended by 
prominent Protestant clergymen, 
THE CONVERTED CATHO- 
LIC MAGAZINE will now con- 
tain 85% more reading material 
— more comprehensive news 
coverage, more photos and illus- 
trations, more important feature 
articles. 

The daring, eye-opening infor- 
mation in every issue of CCM 
is important to every Protestant 
Christian. That is why we want’ 
to acquaint you with our new, 
enlarged magazine. That is why 
we make this free Christmas 
offer. 

Write today for your free 
3-month subscription. Ad- 


dress: Dept. E 
Dr. Walter M. Montano, Editor 


44 / 
CZuRIst’S ZZCISSION, INC. y 




























ETERNITY 














they testify to His right to the throne. 
Oh! the wonder of the Word of God. 


There is a second reason why we 
must have a virgin birth. It is necessary 
if we are to have a divine Saviour. In 
view of man’s sin there is need for a 
sinless substitute to die for man. But 
the substitute must be God, in order 
that He might have power to redeem. 
What is needed, then, is a God-man, 
one person with two natures, uncon- 
taminated by man’s sin. Job knew of 
the problem for he said, “For he (God) 
is not a man, as I am, that I should 
answer him, and we should come to- 
gether in judgment. Neither is there 
any daysman betwixt us, that might lay 
his hand upon us both” (Job 9:32, 33). 
The only answer is the virgin birth, 
and by virtue of that we can say, 
“There is a Daysman.” He, our per- 
fect substitute, bore our sins on the 
tree, providing the Father a just basis 
for the extension of the offer of a per- 
fect salvation to all who will accept it 
freely by faith. Yes, if we do not have 
the virgin birth, we do not have a 
divine Saviour. It was Dr. A. B. Bruce 
who said, “With the denial of the vir- 
gin birth is apt to go the denial of 
the virgin life.’ That is true. The 
next step logically is the denial of the 
fact of the Saviour. It is glorious to 
know that we have both, a virgin birth 
and a divine Saviour. 


Eventually, the credibility of the 
event depends upon the supernatural. 
If our God is not big enough to do 
that which we do not understand, 
then we will reject the virgin birth. 
But He is not imprisoned within the 
natural processes which we understand. 
I do not fully understand the prin- 
ciples of electricity, but I believe in 
electricity. I do not understand the 
principles of nuclear physics, but I be- 
lieve in the atomic bomb. I am glad 
to say that my God is not limited by 
natural processes that I understand. If 
He were, He would not be God. Job 
believed in this kind of God, for he 
said, “I know thou canst do every- 
thing” (Job 42:2). Gabriel believed in 
this kind of God, for he said, in an- 
swer to Mary’s puzzlement about the 
birth, “For with God nothing (not 
even a virgin birth) shall be impossi- 
ble” (Lk. 1:37). 


But I would rather adore than 
argue. May the Lord help us to feel ex- 
actly like Dr. Clarence Macartney, 
when he said, “Shepherds, with your 
staves and shaggy coats, move over! 
Wise men, with your gifts—your gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh—move over, 
please! Wondrous star, with your guid- 
ing radiance, move over and make 
room for me.” 


END 
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CHANGE SOMEONE’S LIFE 


Chances are most people on your Christ- 
mas list own a Bible written 343 years 
ago, and filled with old-fashioned expres- 
sions that are hard to understand today. 
Too often, therefore, it lies in their homes 
respected, but neglected. 

Now you can give those you love a 
Bible written in the living language of to- 
day—the great Revised Standard Version. 
Here is a Bible so clear and powerful, so 
easy to read, that it encourages people to 
turn to it far more often. And religious 
leaders praise the RSVB as a more accu- 
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rate Bible, too. . . because it is based on 
the earliest known manuscri 

This Christmas, bring new spiritual 
riches to those you love—give the Re- 
vised Standard Version. As this great 
Bible strengthens their understanding of 
God’s Word, it can bring them—perhaps 
for the very first time—all the help and 
stimulation the Scriptures offer in these 
troubled days. 
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Now: an illustrated RSVB 


—only $3.50 

Here’s the ideal gift for young 
people: the illustrated RSVB, with 
12 full-page, full-color paintings 
of beloved Biblical incidents, 
PLUS 12 full-page 6-color maps 
showing Christianity’s birthplace. 
The illustrated RSVB has a hand- 
some black limp binding stamped 
with genuine gold; pages have 
red edges. And every copy comes 
in a handsome maroon-and-gold 
gift box. 
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INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 21) 
This he did- and Satan’s rebuke came 
from the Lord Himself (Jude 9). 

The display of the forces of Satan, as 
recorded by Daniel, leads us to believe 
that the entire globe is organized under 
principalities, corresponding to earthly 
governments. If there is a Prince of 
Persia and a Prince of Greece, we may 
not be astonished if there is a Prince 
of Russia or a Prince of India, no, and 
a Prince of Britain and a Prince of the 
United States. This is not a mere con- 
jecture for it is bluntly stated that earth 
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government is in the hands of Satan. 
Paul tells the Ephesian believers that it 
is necessary for them to be clad in the 
whole armor of God, “for we wrestle not 
against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against 
the world-rulers of this darkness, against 
the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenlies” (Eph. 6:12). Satan may even 
have corporals in charge of municipal 
affairs. 

We must not think that the number 
of spirit beings who followed Satan 
in his rebellion is any small one. At 
Gadara the Lord confronted the poor 
man who was possessed by the powers 
of Satan. He called upon the evil force 
to declare itself by name and the evil 
spirit answered, “My name is Legion: 
for we are many” (Mk. 5:9). If we may 
put any stress on the meaning of the 
name it is highly significant to note that 
in the time of Augustus a Roman legion 
counted 6100 foot soldiers and 726 
horsemen. 

But though Satan is powerful, God 
is all powerful. The Lord Jesus pointed 
out that He could pray to the Father 
who would immediately give Him more 
than twelve legions of angels (Mt. 
26:53). And if He so desired He would 
not have to confine Himself to angels 
who had been long in His service. Our 
God is the Creator, and He who could 
of stones raise up children to Abraham 
(Mt. 3:9) could with a single word call 
into being fresh multitudes of yet un- 
created hosts. 





WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 38) 


Anglican bishops in Pakistan. This 
matter brings up the whole principle 
underlying foreign mission schools 
where missionary money is used to edu- 
cate pagans. Moslems, who make up a 
vast majority of students in Pakistan’s 
Christian missionary schools, have been 
demanding that the Koran be taught. 
VIOLENCE IN EGYPT 

There are approximately six million 
Coptics in Egypt and Ethiopia. Last 
summer thirty-seven youths kidnapped 
the Patriarch and demanded reforms in 
the church. The Patriarch was held for 
twenty-four hours and was forced un- 
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der threat of death to abdicate. 
resignation was later declared invalid. 
The thirty-seven youths were arrested 
and jailed. The incident caused such 
furor that the leaders of the Coptic 
Church have finally ceded to the public 
clamor and have appointed a special 
Patriarchal assistant to effect reforms 
in the church and asked the govern- 
ment to free the thirty-seven youths ac- 
cused of the kidnapping. These inci- 
dents climax a conflict of many years’ 
standing between laymen of the Egypt- 
ian Coptic community and the hier- 
archy over administration of the 
church. A spokesman for the accused 
youths said that they were inspired 
only by a desire to see the church 
“purged of corrupt, dishonest, and ig- 
norant elements.” 


BILLY’S PUBLICITY BACKFIRES 

Probably no living Christian of this 
generation has received more publicity 
in the national press than Billy Graham. 
It is almost inevitable that in the mil- 
lions of words that have been written 
about him there should be some faulty 
reporting. Dr. Graham, in a recent let- 
ter, asked ETernity to explain that 
these misquotations have caused him 
great embarrassment. Perhaps the er- 
roneous account which appeared in the 
November McCALL'S has disturbed him 
most. In this article he is quoted as say- 
ing: “But I know ministers who smoke, 
have an occasional drink, dance and 
play a mild game of gin rummy. Doesnt 
make them less devout than him. It’s all 
in the childhood training and how you 
come to look at it”. 


GREEK PENTACOSTALS 

Greek leaders of the Pentacostal 
Church are appealing the sentence im- 
posed by a local court in Crete against 
a minister of the sect who was sentenced 
to a three-months’ prison term and 
fined 2000 drachmas ($665.00) on a 
charge of having caused two members 
of the Greek Orthodox Church on 
Crete to become converts to Penta- 
costalism. 


CHURCH SUPPORT VS. BINGO 

The. Saginaw Presbytery of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S.A. has passed 
a resolution calling upon church mem- 
bers to. vote against the legalization of 
bingo. The Presbytery said it opposes 
gambling in general because “it is inter- 
woven with political corruption and 
racketeering throughout the nation, it 
discourages thrift, honesty, and hard 
work, promoting, instead, the philos- 
ophy of ‘something for nothing’ which 
weakens American life.” Setting forth 
its reasons for opposing bingo sponsor- 
ed by church groups, the Presbytery 
declared that “churches cannot effec- 
tively oppose gambling it they them- 
selves practice it.” “In the end,” it 
said, “support of the church does not 
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justify wrong means such as gambling. 
The good influence of the church is 
lowered when it employs any gambling. 
The churches should be supported by 
voluntary and proportionate giving.” 


RADIO VOICES IN WAR TIME 

Christians in this country should 
protest energetically to their Congress- 
men and use every possible influence to 
overcome a decision that has been 
taken by some branch of the Govern- 
ment concerning radio voices in war 
time. If America should be attacked, 
only three voices would be heard on 
the air: Arthur Godfrey, Bishop Fulton 
J. Sheen, and Edward R. Murrow. This 
is stated in a recent article in McCall’s 
magazine about Murrow. Apparently 
Godfrey would try to keep the people 
calm, Sheen would tend to spiritual 
necessities, and Murrow would give di- 
rections and news. Knowing the Jesuits 
and their desire to control nations we 
can understand the machinations be- 
hind such a decision. This news item is 
sufficient to call for a congressional in- 
vestigation. 


REPERCUSSIONS AGAINST CHRISTIANITY 

Wild statements accusing American 
liberals of being Communists have defi- 
nite repercussions against Christianity. 
A cabinet member of the Government 
of Ecuador told a missionary that the 
doors would be closing against Protest- 
entism in Ecuador because it had been 
demonstrated by Senator McCarthy 
and others that “the majority of Prot- 
estant ministers in the United States 
are Communists.” 


MOSLEM SHIELD AGAINST COMMUNISM 

The New York Times reports that 
Moslem leaders meeting in Mecca a few 
months ago have declared a planned 
Moslem missionary invasion of the 
African continent to compete with 
Christian missionaries working there. 
The premier of Egypt declared, “I 
hope the Western powers won’t take 
any untoward steps against us in this 
missionary campaign because the estab- 
lishment of Islam in Africa will be a 
shield against Communism.” 


MARTYR IN CHINA 

Before the war I spent several 
months in China with leaders in var- 
ious missions and asked for a list of 
the outstanding Chinese ministers in 
the country. The names of ten men 
were finally listed. One of these was 
Wang Ming-Dao. I later met him and 
was amazed at the extent of his Biblical 
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knowledge and the breadth of his gifts 
toward God. The Peking radio has an- 
nounced that he has been executed, 
He is one more of the many martyrs 
who have died for Christ under Com- 
munism. 


REVIVAL IN FORMOSA 

In central Formosa among the tribes 
people a real revival has been going on 
for some time, and in the last three or 
four years one new church a week on 
the average has been formed in the 
villages of these aborigines. This work 
has been brought about through mis- 
sionaries of the Canadian Presbyterian 
Church. 


PROTESTANTS IN WEST GERMANY 

The Office of Statistics of the West 
German Republic has issued popula- 
tion figures showing that 51.2% of the 
inhabitants of the country are Protest- 
ants, 45.2% Roman Catholics, 3.2% 
members of other groups, 0.3 made no 
statement as to their religious affilia- 
tion. The previous figures for 1950 
showed only 50.7% Protestant. The in- 
crease is attributed to the large influx 
of Protestants from East Germany. 


LUTHERANS ON DIVORCE 

The American Lutheran Convention 
at Beatrice, Nebraska, adopted a direc- 
tive that any pastor found to be the 
guilty party in a divorce, after a hear- 
ing by a district committee on appeals 
“shall be disqualified from further min- 
isterial service.” 

A committee of Baptist scholars will 
be named soon by the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs to formu- 
late a “statement of Scriptural teaching 
concerning the relationship of state 
and society.” This is a very important 
step because there is a distinct tend- 
ency in the United States to identify 
Christianity with Democracy. This, of 
course, is a theological heresy, as 
Christianity was designed in such a way 
that its followers could live under any 
type of government—and die, if neces- 
sary, for their faith in opposing en- 
croachments of government upon spirit- 
ual things. 


FLOODS IN CHINA 

The Nationalist Chinese News Serv- 
ice indicates further devastating floods 
in the Yangtze Valley in which a popu- 
lation of at least 210 million have 
become affected. The crest of the 
Yangtze River had reached an all time 
high of over ninety-seven feet. In addi- 
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tion, sources from Hong Kong indicate 
that twenty million people have been 
left homeless in Hunan and Hupeh 
provinces alone. A Roman Catholic 
priest, recently released by the Chinese 
Communists, said that more than 40,- 
000 people had been drowned in the 
Tungting Lake area. The Chinese Na- 
tionalist government has stated that in 
the last five years, the rule of Com- 
munism in China has resulted in forty- 
five million Chinese people slaughtered 
under the “land reform,” two and a half 
million killed ‘and wounded in the 
Korean War, and over 200 million now 
facing starvation. These staggering fig- 
ures urge us on to prayer. 


U. S. SUFFERING FROM HANGOVER 

America’s head is throbbing from a 
king-size—and extremely expensive— 
hangover. 

In fact, the nation’s drinkers spend 
$1,128,424 an hour for the privilege of 
having hangovers. 

These statements were made by Mrs. 
H. F. Powell, Evanston, IIl., national 
treasurer of the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union, at its 80th annual 
convention in Lexington, Ky. 

“The cost-per-hour figure for hang- 
overs obviously will be a shock and a 
revelation to most sober Americans,” 
Mrs. Powell said. 

She based the hourly figure on De- 
partment of Commerce reports that 
Americans spend $9,885,000,000 a year 
for liquor, wine, and beer. 

“Even the Federal government is be- 
coming a bit embarrassed over this 
astronomical waste,” Mrs. Powell said. 
“The Department of Commerce took 
pains this year to point out that $3,800,- 
000,000 of the $9,885,000,000 was federal, 
state and local taxes.” 

“These taxes,” she said, “do not go 
to pay the grocery bill of drunkards’ 
families, and do not meet the cost of 
drink-associated, crime, poverty, and 
delinquency, and human and economic 
loss to the nation, the state, and the 
community.” 


A NOVELIST MISSES THE MARK 

William Faulkner, Nobel Prize winner 
in literature, has published a new novel 
which will probably make the best-seller 
lists. The reason for mentioning it here 
is that it (A Fable) is an allegorical re- 
telling of the story of Christ as seen 
through the \eyes of an unregenerate 
man who was raised in the deep South, 
and who has, overshadowing his whole 
mental process, the background of the 
combination of fundamental doctrine 
and unreality in living which marks 
much of the religious life of our country. 
The Fable has its plot around the false 
armistice of 1918 and is set against the 
background of mutiny in a French regi- 
ment. The reason that this novel falls 
short is that Faulkner does not know 
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the great. reality of the true Christ.and 
what He can do for men, and substitutes 
an empty moralism in its place. The 
author has described this novel as his 
greatest work, which it is probably not. 
There is no doubt that Faulkner has a 
great talent, but my opinion of his novel, 
and his whole work, could be summed 
up in the last line of this book, “‘I am 
not laughing,’ the old man bending over 
him said. ‘What you see are tears.’” It 
is indeed sad that Faulkner does not 
know the true Christ, and those of us 
who do must weep over him as Christ 
wept over Jerusalem. 


ASSU WORKERS HONORED 

Twenty men who have served the 
American Sunday School Union an ag- 
gregate of more than 700 years were 
honored at the organization’s national 
conference at Winona Lake, Ind. 

D. F. Rankin of Indiana ranked high- 
est with 50 years of service to his credit. 
He began his missionary work in Michi- 
gan in the horse-and-buggy days and in 
one 11-week period organized 27 Sunday 
schools. 

Also honored was Dr. Elliott D. Park- 
hill, ad interim secretary of missions for 
the Union, who is retiring after nearly 
25 years of service to the organization. 

James F. Shrader, president, noted 
that in Dr. Parkhill’s period of service 
Union missionaries had traveled 55,000,- 
000 miles, delivered 516,941 sermons and 
addresses, made 4,469,900 field trips, and 
organized thousands of Sunday schools of 
which 489 later grew into established 
churches. 


NOTED CHRISTIAN EDUCATOR DIES 

One of the most important figures in 
the evangelical Sunday School movement 
in the last generation has gone to be 
with the Lord. Dr. Clarence H. Benson 
died Sept. 15 in Orlando, Fla., at the age 
of 75. He was the founder of the Evan- 
gelical Teacher Training Association 
while he was a member of the Moody 
Bible Institute faculty; served as asso- 
ciate editor of Moody Monthly; founded 
the Church School Promoter, which was 
the forerunner of Christian Life; edited 
a department for many years in the 
Sunday School Times; and was editor-in- 
chief of the All-Graded Sunday School 
Lessons published by Scripture Press. 


BIBLE SOCIETY EXECUTIVE DIES 

Frank H. Mann, general secretary of 
the American Bible Society, died Oct. 11 
at his home in Rye, N. Y. A graduate of 
Hampden-Sidney College, Dr. Mann was 
engaged in Y.M.C.A. work; served as a 
first lieutenant in World War I and for 
a time was engaged in real estate activi- 
ties. He had served steadily with the 
Bible Society since 1942. 


TREMONT TEMPLE CALLS FICKETT 
Although this magazine announced 


the news prematurely, now it’s official. 
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that famed Tremont Temple Baptist 
Church, Boston, has called as its pastor 
Dr. Harold L. Fickett, Jr., who has pre- 
viously served as pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Pomona, Calif. 


CONSIDER SKYSCRAPER CHURCH 

Members of Immanuel Baptist church 
of Wilmington, Del., are exploring the 
idea of erecting a “dream” office build- 
ing, possibly 30 stories tall, in which to 
house a new church, according to the 
Rev. John M. Ballbach, pastor. 

Although the plan is still in the specu- 
lative stage, Arthur W. Hill, chairman of 
the church’s building committee, said a 
local real estate firm has been designated 
to “sound out” the possible demand for 
office space if the building is constructed. 

A thirty-story structure would not only 
make Immanuel Baptist the only “sky- 
scraper church” in this city, but it would 
be Wilmington’s tallest building—nearly 
twice as high as the DuPont Company 
office buildings almost directly opposite 
the church. 


CHRISTIAN BUSINESSMEN’S GROUP MEETS 

More than 1,200 buisnessmen from 
this country and Canada registered in 
Los Angeles for the 17th annual meeting 
of the Christian Business Men’s Com- 
mittee, International. 

“We're here to have our spiritual bat- 
teries charged,” explained Chairman 
Theodore E. McCully of Milwaukee. 

It was a gathering unique among re- 
cent businessmen’s conventions here. 

Prayer rooms replaced poker rooms; 
the coffee shop instead of the cocktail 
bar was the social center, and street 
preaching was scheduled instead of the 
customary evening wing-ding. 

Commemoration of the Lord’s Supper 
opened the five-day meeting. It was con- 
ducted by D. F. McKechnie of Ottawa 
and Vernon Patterson of Charlotte, 
N. C. 

Afterwards, the delegates divided into 
two preaching parties. 

One headed for Hollywood, to bring 
the word of the Lord to the heart of the 
film-and-fun capital. 

The other crossed the street from their 
hotel .to Pershing Square, traditional 
meeting place for idlers and cultists. 
FORMULA FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Dr. Harold W. Erickson, of Rockford, 
Ill., president of the National Sunday 
School Association, says it takes five in- 
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word P 
ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSTORE OR Sv2r! of th, Lord Publishers 


* Bookstores, order now for prepublication price less full trade discount! 

















Cadle Tabernacle in Indianapolis. The 
ingredients are: 

1—The Bible; 2—children in forma- 
tive years; 3—teaching witness of con- 
secrated lay people; 4—vision of the Mas- 
ter-Teacher’s words: “Come unto Me;” 
5—power and wisdom imparted by God. 

Dr. Erickson, who is pastor of the 
Evangelical. Free church at Rockford, 
was re-elected by the 2,500 convention 
delegates. Dr. Warren Filkin, a faculty 
member of the Northern Baptist Semin- 
ary at Chicago, was re-elected vice-presi- 
dent. Dr. Paul W. McBeth, Christian 
education secretary of the Brethren in 
Christ, Elizabethtown, Pa., was named 
secretary, and the Rev. Bert Webb, of 
the Assemblies of God, Springfield, Mo., 
treasurer. 

ORDER GREEK ORPHANAGE CLOSED 

Evangelical Church officials are pro- 
testing a government order directing that 
their orphanage at Katerini, in northern 
Greece, be closed down within a month. 

Members of the orphanage’s execu- 
tive committee are reported to have ap- 
plied to various government officials in 
an effort to have the order rescinded. 
The closure order was issued by the 
Ministry of Welfare and served on offi- 
cials of the orphanage by the Katerini 
Cistrict prefect 

The orphanage cares for some 50 
Greek Evangelical orphans and is the 
cnly Protestant institution in its country 
providing for homeless children. Opened 
in April, 1953, it was built and is main- 
tained largely through funds raised in 
the United States by the American Com- 
mittee for the Evangelization of the 
Greeks. 

Officials of the Orthodox Church in 
Greece denied that their Church had 
inspired the government action. They 
suggested that the move might simply be 
an effort of the Welfare Ministry to en- 
force compliance with the Greek law 
requiring all orphanages in the country 
to function under the ministry's control 
instead of independently, as the Katerini 
orphanage has been operating. 


NOW AND LATER 
(Continued from page 5) 


“The Archeology of the New Testa- 
ment.” In keeping with the Christmas 
theme, the article this month deals with 
“Archeology and the Birth of Christ.” 
Each of the articles in the series will be 
complete in itself. 


Our good friend and Book Review 
Editor, Ralph L. Keiper presents ob- 
servations on “The Marian Year and 
the Birth of Christ.” Since Roman Catho- 
lics around the world are giving special 
honor to the Virgin Mary this year, its 
important that evangelical Christians be 
mformed of the significance of the spe- 
cial celebration. 
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ON JEWS and JUDAISM 


BY REV. A. ZEIDMAN (Copyrighted) 


JESUS CHRIST BARRED FROM BETHLEHEM TODAY 


Q. If He were here in the flesh, could Jesus Christ enter Bethlehem today? 
A. No, because Bethlehem is under Arab jurisdiction. 


Would He be welcomed in the Inn or in the 


. As a Hebrew, Jesus Christ, if He were 


a Jew, would be slain in the 


recogn: as 
streets thereof, since Jews cannot enter today the little town of Bethlehem. 
But will there be room for Jesus and the Jewish people in your heart this 


Christmas season? 


. Of course at this Christmas Season there will be room in ev 
esus, and a desire er His — according to the 


mind for 


as their Messiah, Saviour and R 


Christian's heart and 
lesh might accept Him 


How can a Christian put Christ back i into Christmas? 
. By making Christmas a time o at gps revival, and developing an intense desire for 


the evangelization of Jews as w 


What does Christmas signify to 


to Christians? 
. God’s divine love manfested to mankind by the Gift of the Christ Child as the 


Redeemer of the world. 


How should a Christian observe Christmas? 
A. By showing forth the divine love of God to one’s fellow men, and presenting to them 
the supreme Gift, which is Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Celebrate this Christmas the Christian Way, by giving the Gospel—the Gift of God— 
to the Jews who first gave Christ to the world. 


We urgently need your prayerful suppo 


rt in our 


of love and practical aid to 
encouraged 


ministry 
Jews in Canada, Israel, and behind the “Iron Curtain”. We will be greatly 
by hearing from you, letting us know of your interest in our work. 


Address all communication to: 


THE - Si ° 


REV. M. ZEIDMAN, Director pd 


Dear Brother Zeidman: 


Masson 77, \NC 


NA 


H. HUNTER, L.L.D., Chairman of the Board 


Please send me free of charge your literature on Jews and Judaism. 


NAME 





ADDRESS 











QUITO, ECUADOR 
ALL THE WORLD 


impossible? But 

it’s true. In our 24-hour broad- 
casting schedule, there are nine 
hours daily during which we are 
simultaneously broadcasting 
two different programs, in two 


different languages, over differ- 
ent transmitters. THAT ADDS UP 
TO 33 HOURS OF PROGRAMS 


DURING EVERY BROADCAST DAY. 
GOD IS BLESSING 
THESE BROADCASTS. Many, 
many letters come from our “4 
teners. Here is a recent 
from a Russian-speaking fiend 
in Argentina: “Thank you 
friends for speaking loudly 
enough so that we can hear all 
the way in Misiones the wonder- 
ful news of salvation.” 
if you wish to indude HCIB 
your missionary inter- 
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GOD’‘S REMEDY 
by Donald Grey Barnhouse 
At last the third volume in the Roman series is available. You have Man’s Ruin and God’s 
Wrath—now you have opportunity to add to your series or that of a friend. Covering Romans 
3:21—4:25, the book is somewhat longer than the first two volumes. The price is $4.00. 
ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE 


1716 Spruce St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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Today our nation is reeling from a teen-age crime 
wave of tremendous proportions. 


The impact is being felt even in your community. 


. . . It could even reach down to your church young 
people — if you fail to reach them with the victorious 
message of faith in Christ. 

A sure way discovered by many churches today to 
reach the hearts of their young people is through 
Scripture Press ALL-BIBLE GRADED lessons. Mod- 
ern in design and appeal, they bring the great message 
of salvation quickly into focus for this age pupil. Les- 
sons include treatment of science and the Bible, the 
everyday prayer and devotional life of a teen-ager, and 
practical suggestions on how young people may de- 
termine the will of God for their lives. 

The High School age teacher is fortified with a 
wealth of material to help him channel the thinking 
of his pupils into life activities that will make their 
witness for Christ an asset to their church and com- 
munity. Teachers’ books are packed with rich teach- 
ing material, essential to meeting the intellectual and 
spiritual demands of this age group. 

In addition, the teacher is provided with weekly 
activity projects essential to putting him in closer con- 
tact with the pupil. Projects cover the complete range 
of interest of this age group, including social, recre- 
ational, and devotional activities. 

Backing up the wealth of teaching material found 
in the ALL-BIBLE GRADED lessons for the Senior 
High pupil is POWER, the popular Sunday School 
paper for teen-agers. Success stories of vital Christian 
living from every walk of life make these papers 
“must” reading for every High School pupil. 

Your free samples of all this top material for reach- 
ing teen-agers for Christ are waiting for you. Write 
for them today. 


SCRIPTURE PRESS 


Departmentally graded lessons are tops for your pupils: 


The ALL-BIBLE curriculum provides lesson material based squarely 
on the Bible for every age — from the Cradle Roll through the Home 
Department. And it is graded the practical and proper way for suc- 
cessful Sunday School operation — for schools over 1,000 as well as 
for those under 100. 

A With ABGS departmentally graded lessons, Scripture truth is pre- 
sented so that it is understood at each age level. 

4 With ABGS departmentally graded lessons, opening program sug- 
gestions are presented which initiate the lesson theme to be taught in 
each class. 

A With ABGS departmentally graded lessuns, substitute teachers are 
prepared to teach any class within a department. 

4 With ABGS departmentally graded lessons, the Sunday School 
enjoys the full benefits of “grading” and at the same time the flexi- 
bility of a curriculum designed by educators to meet vital needs of 
the Sunday School. 

A With ABGS departmentally graded lessons, large Sunday Schools 
grow larger through the impetus of educational material, Bible- 
centered in content, pupil-related in approach. Smaller Sunday Schools 
too increase in size through the benefits of the departmentally 
graded principle. 

A With ABGS departmentally graded lessons, consideration is given 
to special days, such as Christmas and Easter. 





Hold Your High Schoolers Now 


Before more High School pupils slip out of your 
Sunday School, learn how the famous ALL-BIBLE lessons 
can reach them for Christ. And the same fine material 
is available for all age groups. Your free book, “How 
Firm A Foundation,” gives you full details. You are 
under no obligation. Simply check the blanks below, 
indicating your special interest: 


rrr rn rr ee 


SCRIPTURE PRESS 
aa — _ 
icago 5, Illinois : , 
I’m particularly interested in the following: wee 
radle Roll gana (Jr. High) 


‘ursery 
Beginner Adult 
Primary Home Department 
Junior 
Name. 


Add 
é 








City. Zone. State. 
Church Name 


Add 











~ Be Che Ed... 





Position: Pastor_____., S:S. Supt. 
Sec_____., Other 
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In Indo-China and Korea 
HUNGER IS A QUIET DESPERATION 


At Christmas --“give ye them to eat” 


[F YOU SAW THEM, you might not realize they 

were starving. They do not scream or writhe in 
pain. They wander around the streets or sit quietly 
huddled in doorways or beside buildings. But if 
you looked closely, you would see that the 
ragged clothes which fit them once are now hang- 
ing loosely about wasted arms and legs. You 
would see that their eyes are listless—hopeless. 
You would notice that their stomachs are bloated 
by hunger. 

They die slowly—the starving. But thousands of 
them are dead already. Many more will die this 
winter—unless help comes. 


THEY DON’T SPEAK YOUR LANGUAGE— 
BUT YOU CAN SPEAK THEIRS! 


These shivering, starving refugees of Korea and 
Indo-China can’t understand English. But they 
can understand food and warm clothes. And when 
you send these gifts to them along with the mes- 
sage of the Gospel in their own language, they 
can understand that someone loves and cares for 
them. 

The World Relief Commission sends food, cloth- 
ing and the message of the Gospel to needy 
people in Indo-China, Korea, West Germany, 
Greece, Trans-Jordan, the Philippines, Japan, 
Formosa, England, France, Italy, India, Holland, 
and Israel. 

Just $10.00 of your money will send them a 
large food package. Your used clothing will keep 
them warm this winter. With each package, they 
will also receive a message of life and hope—the 
Gospel. 


Send all money (not clothing) gifts to: 
J. Willison Smith, Jr., Treasyrer 
2124 Lincoln-Liberty Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 
Send all clothing postpaid to: 
N.A.E. World Relief Commission 
536 West 46th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 
Wendell L. Rockey, Executive Director 
536 West 46th St., New York 36, N. Y. 


THE WORLD RELIEF COMMISSION OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS 








